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ADVERTISEMENT. 

RESIDES the corre£tions which the 

following pages have undergone s the 

Author has made fome additions to the 

work : A few places he has fince viewed 
in the neighbourhood of the route^ and 
inferted defcriptions of them, and where 
he has gained any fre(h intelligence of the 

ftate of hufbandry in thole trafls of coun* 

« 

try, he has made the requifite ufe of it : 
Thefe additions, he apprehends, are not 

inconfiftent with his plan, fince whatever 
tends to enlarge the general knowledge of 

§ 

Britijh Agriculture, co*operates with hb 
original defign. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

T> H £ favourable reception theic 
papers have met with frodi 
the Publick, demands not only the 
thanks of the author, but an atten- 
tion to render this fecond edition 
as perfed as his jfituation would ad- 
mit : to travel the fame country with 
an eye to this alone could fcarcely be 
expected, but fuch additions and im- 
provements as could be gained from 
a re-examination of a part of the 
route are now inferted. 

It is to be hoped that the candid 
reader has not peruied this trifle with 
too critical aii eye. That it is very 
imperfe£fc I am too fenfible ; but in 
,^3cteniiatio{i of the fault it fhould be 
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remembered that this is the firft at- 
Utnpi ever aiade in 'England to lay 
any account of her agriculture taken 
on the ipot Before tl^ puhHe, and, 
like moft firft cfForts, is not fo vi- 
gorous as might be expeded from fuc> 
ceeding ones. 

9 
% 

Ttiat toe <}efign is uieful has by 
Done been ^puted ;. for in ah age 
io very political as ihia, vchich founds 
every enquiry on tKe remotefl con- 
nedkioQ of things, it cannot be 
thought improper or unentertaining, 
to di^lay the real riches of the coun- 
try ; to difcover the rental, vatu^, 
ftock in husbandry, labour, prices, 
&c. of the kingdom ; in a word, to 
clear away all the rubbifli of falfe 
ideas, and fuppofitions from thefe 
only foundations of the true political 
lyftem. 

While 



While (bch nunieroud works of aU 
kinds are paUifliing cm the fubjed of 
hufbandry, I apprehend * a clear 
Icnowledge of the prai^ice of every 
part of the kingdom a point of no 
inconfiderable importance; without 
fuch knowledge we do not know 
therein amendment is moil wanting ; 
.~- — we are unacquainted with the 
great objefts that require our chief 
attention, and may employ ourfelves 
in triflesj while matters of conlequence 
demand our care. 

It has been more than once re- 
marked, that there is no country that 
pofTefles fo bad an agriculture, but 
ibmething ufeful may be learnt from 
it, the truth of this ob(ervation is 
apparent in every oneof our counties; 
perhaps in every hundred. Pradices 
that are found highly advantageous 
}n one diflri^ are totally unknown in 

aop 
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sndther^ although t;he loil,^ eZ{K)£iirtf^ 
climate, &c. Sec. beexadly th^ iame. 
The farmers in one place grow rich 
by methods which would em-ich their 
brethren in another: but remain 
quite unknown^ Can it be thought 
iifelefs to render all fuch locd know- 
ledge general ? To let every .cultiva- 
tor fee all the difFerent methods that 
are pradifed upon fuch land as his 
own ; that he may know from them 
his own deficiencies, and learn at the 
fame time to remedy them : and 
this not from the ipfe dixit of an au- 
thor, or, the opinion of an individual, 
but from the genuine practice of his 
brother farmer in another place. 

I would not however be under* 
flood to exped too much frojn the 
common farmer's reading this, or in* 
deed any book: I am fenfible thaf 
not one farmer in five thoufand reads 

at 
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«£ all, but the country abounck i» 
^eodcmen farmers, who(e ideas are 
more enlarged, and whole pradice is 
founded Ids on prejudice. . Such cul^ 
ti^aton may be (uppoCcd to read and 
a.&. accordingly : it is by their means 
that the .^mers vary, by flow de- 
^x»38, the common line oi manage* 
ment, and come into improvements 
unknown to their forefathers. 

I 

They who fuppofe afjy improve- 
ment originally owing to cotnmon 
^rmers are fomewhat miftakcn. AH 
the well known capital ftrokcs of 
hufl)andry are traced accurately to 
gentlemen : from whence comes iht 
introduction of turneps in Englandf 
But from Tiill, Who introduced clo- 
ver ? But Sir Richard Wejlon, Mar- 
ling in Norfolk is owing to Lord 
Townjhend and Mr. Allen, In 3 
word the moft noted improvements 

a were 
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ff»ctt deviled and firft piadiled bj 
gentlemen ; common huibandmen 
in a ]ong period of years, imitate the 
.method in proportion to the fucce& 
and ib by flow degrees it 
general. 

It is the dcfign of this litde regifter 
to fpread ufeful knowledge of all 
forts, to difplay to one part of the 
kingdom the practice of the other, to 
remark wherein fuch pradice is hurt- 
ful, and wherein it is commendable. 
To draw forth fpirited examples of 
good hufbandry from obfcurity, and 
difplay them the proper objeds of 

imitation ; a purport that can 

(carccly be condemned, if the execu- 
tion is but good, the defign will de- 
fend itfclf. 

I know too well the defeds of the 
following papers to exhibit them as a 

complete 
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c»inplete reprefentation of thefe matf 
ters : they contain but a ikctch ; ra- 
ther the outline of a defign, than the 
completion of a pidure. I offer it 
but as the fpecimen of an idea in part 
executed ; promifing, at the fame 
time, that my next attempt (hall b^ 
more fpirited, and that 1 (hall aim, 
through gratitude, at prefenting a 
work more worthy the attention of 
the publick than this trifle cao pre- 
tend. 
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SIX WEEKS TOUR, &c. 



LETTER L 



Dear Sir^ 

I Shall comply with your reqaeft, and 
give you a few. minutes of my journey 
into fFaks and back again, with the ut- 
mof): readinefs. But one condition yoa 
muft allow me to make^ which is, that 
you pardon the incorre£tnels of hafty let* 
ters; written from inns, farm-houfes> and 
cottages, with accuracy in nothing but the 
matter of my inquiries; as to my lan- 
guage you muft excufe it. I (hall not be 
wanting in care to gain as complete a 
knowledge as pofllble of the prefent ftate of 
the agriculture, manufactures, and popula* 
tion of the feveral counties through which I 
pafs; and I fhall be free enough to fcattef 
throughout my intelligence, fuch remarks 
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T!rc rl:r.rj:£:r:> sround Warbamy the 
ci" ^Ir *r-i» 'Zsrser, are diiiwied with 
^ much taut, diat I woald not liaye yoU 
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gb into N'^foik on th6 ftougbUh «nd Hdt^ 
kam tour without tifitiAg it; but what 
attra^ed idy notice more, was Sir yobrf% 
improv^tneilt by Sairfoyn^ which he intro* 
dticed into this country from Ghucefterjhire. 
It has flourished with him for many years; 
he mows it xron^antly for hay, of which it 
yields a large crop, generally near three 
tuns per acre ; but I could not find the ex-- 
ample followed by any of the neighbour- 
ing farmers. Lucerne^ Sir John purpofes 
trying broadcaft, and (ingling the plants 
out with a hand-hoe, in the method that 
turnips are done ; but if he brings that me- 
thod to anfwer, I (hould think it extraor^ 
dinary. 

Holkam, the celebrated houfe of the 
Countefs of Lekejler^ built by the late 
Earl, Cannot be viewed with too much at-» 
tention. I was informed that it appeared 
by much the moft magnificent when enter- 
ed by the fouthern approach, and there- 
fore went a fmall t'ound for that advan- 
tage ; nor did I in the leaft repent it. The 
firft objefts are a few finail clamps of trees, 
which juft catch' your attention, and give 
you warning of ath approach : they Iketch 
out the way to the triumphal arch, under 

B z which 



(41 

Mdnch the road runs. This ftruftuie is » 
a beautiful tafte, and finifhed in an elegant 
manner; it is extremdy light, and the 
white flint nifties have a fine effed. A 
narrow plantation on each fide a broad vil^ 
to, leads from hence to the obeliik, at the 
diftance of a mile and an half: this plan- 
tation^ I ihould obferve, ought to be much 
broader, for you fee the light through ma* 
ny parts of it ; . but I apprehend it only a 
iketch of what the late Earl defigned, and 
not meant as complete. At the bottom of 
the hUl> on which the bbeliflc flands, are 
the two porters lodges, fmall, but very 
neat flru£tures.. Rifing with the hill, yoa 
approach the obeliik, through a very fine 
plantation ; and nothing can be attended 
with a better effect, than the vidos open- 
ing at once. There are eight, i. To the 
fouth front of the houfe. 2, To Holkam 
church, on the top of a fteep hill, covered 
\vith wood 5 a moft beautiful objeft. 3 .. 
To the town of Welh^ a parcel of fcattered 
houfes appearing in the wood. 4, To the*, 
triumphal arch : — - the reft to diftant 
plantations. Viftos are by no ©cans the 
tafte of the prefent age,, but fuch a geniu^^ 
as Lord Lekejler might be allowed to de^ 

viate 
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Tiate from fafinon in favour of Beaufy and 
propriety. Nothing can be more regular 
than the front of a great houfe, the ap«- 
proach to it ought therefoi^e to partake of 
this reguferity: Becaufe ftreight cuts arc 
out of fafhion, it would be an abfurdity 
to take a winding courfc to the houfc-door, 
for the fake of catching obje^s aflant and 
irregularly: fuch management is to the 
full in as falie a tafte^ as regular cuts where 
the houfe is out of the queftion. For in- 
ftance, thofe from the temple at Holkam ; 
which, however, command exceedingly 
beautiful objedls; amongft others, Welk 

church. The lake in the park, which is 

je'en from hence through fome fpreading 
trees in' a moft piflurefque manner. — - 

A planted hill— -The fea and the reft 

diftant plantations. 

The houfe may be faid to confift of five 
quadrangles, the center, and the four 

wings : ^Not that they are fqiiares, but 

I ufe the term to give you a general idea. 
Each of the two fronts thereof prefcnt a 
center and two wings. That to the fouthi 
^nd the grand approach, is as beautiful, 
light, airy, (excufe tautology) and elegant 
a building as can be viewed. The portico 
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is in a fine tafte^ and the Corinthian piU 
lars beautifully propottioned *. This ccn-? 
tral front, in every refpeft that can be na- 
med, appears all lightuefs^ elegance, and 
proportion : But when you advatice neqr, 
you find no entrance to the houfe ; thera 
are no flairs up to the portico y and this 
circumftance, after fo fine an approach^ 
and fo long feeing the portico, and ex- 
pefting it to be the entrance, becomes 9 
difappointment, and is a fault in the bpild- 

ing- 

I have ipoken hitherto of the central 

front alone. The whole, including the 

two wings, I cannot think foperfeft^ for, 

to me at leafl:, there appears a great want 

of unity. The feveral parts are not fo 

nicely connefted as to form one whole* 

TThe center muft be feen diftin6l, each wing 

the fame^ and likewife the fmall parts (I 

know not what to call them) which join 

the center to the wings. Thcfe are all 

diftinfl parts, though joined together ; nor 

is there any fimilitude of tjtile between the 

* It may be faid the proportion of a pillar is ftated, 
and always the fame.-^I know nothing of architeflurei^ 
but vitw thefe at Holkam and othera at. Bltnhiim.'^ 
never fpcak by rules, but my eyes. -_ ' "* 

center 
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cditer and the wmgs. All the t>iccts of 

this front are light and elegant to a grejit 

degree; but when confidered as the con- 

ile6ted parts of one whole, the want of u- 

xiity is ftriking. The center is uniform, 

and, if I may be allowed the expreflion^ 

ekgantly noagnificent : no building can 

<kferve thefe epithets^ more than this : but 

I cannot apply them to the whole front, 

btcsjak the parts are not of a uniform 

tade, and the wings are at beft but light 

and elegant; they have nothing magnifi* 

xxnt in them : as to \ht joining pieces y they 

' are pretty. The north front confirts of one 

row of Venetian windows, over another of 

common fa(h6s in the rufticks. This front 

does not pleafe me fo well as the fouth one, 

but it IS by far more of a piece with the 

wings, &c. 

Will you excufe thefe criticifms from pne 
who knows nothing of architedlure, but 
its power of pleafing the tafte of indivi- 
duals-— As one among the many, I give 
you my, opinion, but I wifti you would 
»j)afs over all thefe. parts of my letters, till 
you fee the objects yourfelf, for I cannot 
^ve you an idea of the buildings clear 

. B i^ enough 
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enough by defcription fof you to fee thd' 
propriety or ablurdity of my remarks. 

•But the infide of the houfe! fay you— 
Aye, my friend, there lies the Jftr/^ of /foA- 
kam ; talk not, ye admirers by whdiefale; 

of the fronts contrivance muft have been 

the charadteriftic of Lord Leicefier j for fo 
convenient a houfe does not exift—— fo adr 
mirably adapted to the Englt/h way of liv- 
ing, and fo ealily to be applied to the 
grand or the comfortable ftile of life. 

You enter what they call the great hall, 
but what is in reality a paifage. It is call- 
ed a cube of 48 feet ; but eighteen very 
large and magnificent Corinthian pillars, 
having their pedeftals refled on a marble 
paflage around it, and eight or ten feet 
high from the ground, the area at bottom 
is but an oblong paflage, walled in with 
Derby (hire marble, and upon that wall are 
the pillars, (ix hi a line on each fide, and 
lix in front in a femi-circle around a flight 
of fteps up to the faloon door: The paf- 
fage or gallery, as it may be called, rui\s 
around thefe pillars, and both together 
take up fo much room that all fort of pror 
portion is loft ; to look from it into the 
.area> it appears exadtly like a bath. The 

fouth 
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(butb front was one proofs and this hall 
IS another, that the architect's genius was 
not of the magnificent or fublime ftamp^ 
for in both he aimed at greatnefs ; the im« 
preffion of the front is varied and confe** 
quently weakened by the wings, and the 
want of proportion in the hall ruins the 
vaft effe^ which would othcrwifc attend 
the magnificence of fuch pillars fo nobly 
arranged ; but in the elegant, the pleafing, 
the agreeable, his tafte has never failed 
throughout the whole building.— —The 
hall is entirely of Derby/hire marble. 

The faloon is 42 feet by 27, a proporr 
tion much condemned, but it is by no 
means difpleafing to me. Some call it a 
gallery ; and 1 think a gallery is infinitely 
preferable to a cube, or to any proportion 
near a fquare enormoufly high : one of 
the fineft rooms in England is the double 
cube at fVilton^ which is more of a gallery 
than the faloon at Holkam^ and yet no one 
ever entered it without being (truck with 
the juftnefs of the proportions.-— This 
faloon is hung with crimfon cafFoy; the 
pier glades fmall on account of the nar- 
rownefs of the piers, each againft a pillar 
of the portico, but in a .very elegant tafte; 

The 
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pxxeed the. manner in- wkkh the form <^f 
the limbs is feen through the doathing. 
3rhe flabs are very^fkicj the* ceiling, the 
only: plain one in the houfe, (they are all 
gilt fret work and mofaic) not accidental 
ly; it appeals to me. a ftroke of propriety 
and true tafle. . - ! j. . . . ' 
: The entrance I hiave already mentioned 
from • the drawing-room is into one o£J:a- 
gon, and out of the other opens the door 
into the dinittg-room, a cube of 28 feet, 
with a large re^efs for the (ide-board, and 
two . chimney-pieces exceedingly elegant ; 
pnea foiV and pigs and wolf ; the other a 
bear, and bee-hives, finely done in white 
marble } the Jiofc of the fow was broke off 
by a too common^ mifapplication of fenfe, 
fteUng initead of feeing ; John^ to an obi- 
jciftirf. fight, prefents his fift or his horfe- 
whip*. Returning into. the ftatue-gallery, 
one o&agon leads into the Grangers wing, 
and t];ie other to the late Earl's apairtment : 
i:onfifting of, !• The anti-room, 2^ His 
liCMtlfhip^s dceffing-toom. 3. The lihrary, 
^Q by 21,* and exceedingly elegant •. 4* 
Her : Ladyfhip's drefling room* ' 5.? The 
J3ed^hamber» 6. .A clofet with books, 
.Tiie rooms are at^Dut 22 by 20.^ Th* 
).. ' ^' ., fl:rang€rs 
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Grangers wmg confifls of anH^chhttlbet^ 
•^-^reffing-room, — bcd*chamber,— clofet, 
with btooks-^ — bcd-chambcr— drcffing-roora 
-i — bed-chamber— •dreffing-room. The 
fitting up of the whole houle^ in aH psr^ 
ticulars^not mentioned, is in the mofl: 
beautiful tafte, the Venetian windows be-* 
yon d any you ever beheld ^ ornamented 
with magnificent pillars^ and a profufion 
of gilding. 

But now. Sir, let me come to what of 
all other circumftances is in Rolkam infi- 
nitely the moft ftrikiiig, arid what render? 
it fo particularly fuperior td all the great 
houfes in the kingdom—-— cMvmr^/y^. In 
the firflr place, with . refpc6t to the ftate- 
apartments-^-^— From the hill to the fa* 
loon, on each fide a drawing-room—^ 
through one of them to the ftate dreffing- 
i^oom and bed-chamber : this is perfectly 
complete. Through the other drawing-^ 
room to the ftatue-gallcry, which may be 
called the rendezvous-room, and connects 
a number of apartments together, in an 
admirable manner i for one od^agon opens 
into the private wing, and the other intp 
the ftrangers on one fide, and into the 
dining-room on theotl^^r* This dining- 
room 
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ibota is on qnie iide of the hall, on tii4 
other is lady Lekejiers drefling-roojn.; ,and 
through that her bedchamber and cldbt^^r 
From the recefs in the dining-room openi 
a littte door on to ^jftair-cafe, which kadd. 
itnmediately to the; offices 3 aifd I ihould 
lik^wife tell you^ that in the center of thtf 
wing&> by the center of the houfe, by thtf 
£doon dooi^i »nd behind lady L— -'s clo-* 
fet, are flair-cafes quite unfeen, which 
communicate with all the rctoms, and lead 
down into tiie offices*-— -I fay ^(Wjbj for 
the hall is the only room feea on the^ 
ground'-^opr } you Jftep diredly from a 
coacH into it,, without any quarry of wind-f 
ifag ftepslo wet a lady to the Ikin before 
ihe gets ^uider cover. From the hall you 
rife to the faloon, or firf): floor, and therd 
is no attick. Thus you pel ceive there are 
foiir vgeneral apartments, whieh are all 
diflijnd): from each^ with , no reciprocal 

thoroughfares )—^the fl^te her Lady* 

fhip's--r — the late Earl's—and the ftran-^ 
gers wing. T^hefe fever ally open into what 
majt be .called ^c^mmoxv -, rooms, the hall^ 
ftatue^gallery; and.falopn, and all immer 
djately communicgte with the dioiagv 
loom. Tiiere may be houfes lafgery iand 

more 
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more magnificent, but human genius caii 
never contrive any thing more conve* 
nient. 

I fear-J have already expofed myfelf iii 
mycriticifins on architedure, what ihall 
I therefore fay to the paintings 1 Relye 
upon your candour, and exprefs to you'no- 
thing but my feelings ; I had rather praife 
what the critics would call an execrable 
piece^ than be guided merely by the dic- 
tates of common fame : Many a Fernet 
may pleaie me as well as a Cloiuf. I fhaU 
minute the painters n^mes, with the fub- 
je^ts^ and hore^md there aii occalional re- 
mark. 

Cignani. J^fepb and Pottpbar^s wife};9 
good piece. 

P. Pietris. Virgin and chikL 

■ 

Pouffin. Two large lartdfcapes. 
A fmaller one^ . 

Three others in the Jandfcape^ 
room } find. 

Two others. 

Vafi^ke. Doke of Aremberg j a very fine 
piece^ " ■ . 

P.Cbr- 
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P. CoriMd. Corivlanus : The figure of the 
old man kneeling before Coriola^^ 
nus^ and hiding his face with hid 
hands^ is extremely fine; but 
the figure of Coriolanus himfelf, 
without dignity, haughtinefsj 
or any great .exprellion. The 
wife leading her two children, 
and fniiling on them, forms a 
figure of no expreflibn: The 
'" colouring, however, and the 
back ground are good j the dif-* 
pofition indifferent. 

Jacob and Efau^ dark arid di(^ 
agreeable. 

yiekjippi Cbierera. Continence of Stipioi 
The profile of the Spanijh 
Lady, wonderfully graceful and 
fine. Scipio\ a very bad fi- 
giire^ his countenance without 
(cxprefllpn; but the difpofition 
of the group very well ima-« 
gined. 

Perjius and Andrmeda: An- 
dromeda^ figure, a very good 
one, and the whole piece well 
coloured. 

Pro^ 
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Pracochiam. Death of Lturefiai the lights 

and fhades very bad. 
^intus Cincinnatus. 



Guido. 



Rubens. 



Jofepb and Potipbar^s wife: 
None of this famous painter's 
bright and glowing manner. 
The colouring hard and dif« 
agreeable. 

A faint's head. 

CujHd. 

AfTumption; vile. 

Flight into Egypt. A good 
pi6lure; but the figures difa- 
greeable, efpecially Mary\ who 
is a female mountain. The 
drawing appears to be bad. 

Birdsf. 



Titian. Venus ; the colouring gone off, 
hard and difagreeable. 
Venetian ladyj coIoui*s gone. 
Woman's head 5 ditto. 

Dtminicbino* Lot and his daughters ; dark 
and difogrecablc. , - 

Abraham and Jfaac^ (in the 
C land- 



landfcape-room) father in a 
dark ftUe. 

X 

9 

Carlo Maratt. A landfcapc 5 not in his , 

bright manner. 
Judith and Holopberhesi dark. 
Madona^ reading. '^ 
^polh and Daphne. 
Magdalen and angel. 

Vernef. Two views of a ftorm 5 both 
exceeding fine. 

Salvator Rofa. A rock ; very fine. 

F, Bolonefe. A rock. 

St. John Baptiji. 

Onionte. Two landfcapes. 

L, Giordano. St. y(?i&/i preaching. 

Claud Lor aine. Landfcapes; river and 
bridge. 
Pegafus. 
Argus. 
Apollo keeping fheep; 

Three 
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4 Three others. 
Repofe in Egypti 

In thefe landfcapes, Clauis elegant ge** 
nius ihines with uncommon lullre. 

Lucatelli. Two landfcapes. 

Hamilton. Jupiter and Juno ; colouring 
bad; her neck and face the befl. 

jin. Carrach. Polypbeme and Galatea i the 
drawing ftrong and fine. 

Conca. Two altar-pieces j indifFerent 
colouring. 

Albano. Holy family. 

P. Laura: Two pieces of boys and 
flowers. 

4 

Raphael. Madona and child; drawing 
and colouring very fine. 

Holy family : but quere of 
both to the connoifieurs in ori- 
ginality* 

C 2 JParrhe' 
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ParMegiam. Wotnan in a cave; pleafes 
me better thin arty piece in this 
colleftion. The face very ex-- 
preffive, extremely delicate, fine- 
ly turned, and tlie dfi^fery ex- 
quifite, difplaying the round- 
nefs of the liftxbs throo]^ it in 
the happieft tafte* 

P. Veronefe. M. Magdalen^ wafiiing our 
Saviour's feet. 

Bajfan. Cbrijl carrying the crofs. 

Lanfranao. .Youth and old age, two 
pieces. The old man very fine. 
Angel appearing to "^ofeph in 
a dream % dark ftile. 

And. Sacchi. Abraham ^ Ifhrnael^ &c, 

Cypriaut. St. Anne^ and St. Cecilia. 
The colouring very fine; the 
attitudes admirable, and the 
drapery graceful. 

The objeft mod ftriking on the north 
fide of the park, is the lake, which is of 
great extent, and the raoft beautiful I ever 

fawj 
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faw s the (here ia a very bold one, all co. 
vered with wood ta a great height^ and on 
the top i):and$ <he chprch. The planta- 
tions in general ar^ (ketched with more 
t;^^ than any to \)e fipen ; In the number 
o{ acres many exceed them ; but they ap- 
pear to various points of view, infinitely 
qiore coniiderable than they really are. At 
t^ north entrance into the park, they ihow 
pcodigioufly grand ; you look full upon the 
houfe with a very noble back ground of 
voojd J the obelifk jufl: above the center ; 
with :^n extent of plantation on each fide 
tljat renders the view really magnificent. 
Nothing can be more beautiful than that 
from the church ; th^ houfe appears in the 
midft of an amphitheatre of wood, the 
plantations rifing onp above another. An« 
other point of view which I would recom- 
mend to you, h the vale on the eaft fulQ 
of the park* The north plantation 
ftretches away to the right, with vaft mag- 
pificencp, the fouth woods to the left, and 
joining in the front, form an extent of 
plantation that has a nohle efFeft> But 

^o return to hufbandry. 

All the country from Holkam to Hough" 
ton was a wild fhecp-walk before the Ipirit 

C 3 of 
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of improvement feized the inhabitants; 
and this glorious fpirit has wrought ama- 
zing efFefts ; for inftead of boundlefs 
v^ilds, and uncultivated waftes, inihabited 
by fcarce any thing but (heep ; the coun- 
ti'y is all cut into inclofures, cultivated in a 
moft hufband-like manner, richly manur^ 
ed/ well peopled, and yielding an hundred 
times the produce that it did in its former 
ft ate. What has wrought thefe vaft irh- 
provements is the marling 5 for under the 
whole country run veins of a very rich 
foapy kind, which they dig up, and fprearf 
upon the old (heep-walks, and theh by 
means of inclofing they throw their farms 
into a regular courfe of crops, and gaiii 
immenfely by the improvement. 

The farms are all large, and the rents 
low, for the farmers having been" at a 
great ex pence in improvements, they could 
not afford them without very long leafess 
fo that moft of the farms are lett at pre- 
fent at rents much under their value : add 
to this, a confiderable part of the country 
belongs to landlords, who have a vanity 
in not raifmg their rents, and others are 
fuppofcd to have taken moderate fines; all 
together the farmers have managed to raife 

confiderable 
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cpnfiderable fortunes, and to bid fair for- 
being the pojjejfors of the whole county. 

. The farms run from 300 /. to 900 /. a 
year, for which fums they have a great 
quantity of land: it is very difficult to dif* 
c^ver the rents among fuch large farmers^ 
who all make a great fecrct 6f it 5 but 1 have 
very good reafons for believing, that they 
are in general, from z s. t d. to 6 s. per 
9cre. Many farms under a modern lett 
are rented at 10 j. and more per acre, but 
they are not very common. I fpeak of a 
large trai5l of country ftretching frorn HoU, 
kamX,o the fea well ward, and fouth to 
^wafham. 

The principal farms (at leaft thofe that 
9re moft commonly mentioned) are Mr, 
Qurtiss of Sommerfield^ 2500 acres. Mr* 
Mallefs of Duntoriy as much. Mr. Bar-- 
tons of Rougbam^ 3600. MefTis. Glovers 
pf Creek and Barwic *. MefTrs. Savarys 
of Sydderftone^ and Mr. Rogerforis of Nar^ 
fordy each 11 00 acres. Cuhivation in all 
\ts branches is carried on by thefe men, and 
pi any others, in a very complete manner. 

♦ The latter lately dead. 

C^ But 






^ut marling is the great foundation o* 
their wealth. 

They lay about loo loads on an acre, 
which coft them for digging from i L 5 s. 
to I /. 10 s. and they reckon the expences 
of the team, and other labour, to be as 
much more. The improvement lafts in 
great vigour above twenty years ; and the 
land is always the better for it. Their 
courfe of crops is — Marie, and break up 
for wheat. 2. Turnips, 3.- Barleyl 4. 
Laid down with clover and ray-graft for 
three years, or fometimes only two. They 
dung or fold for all their winter-corn, and 
reckon two nights fold equal to a dung- 
ing y the quantity of the latter they lay up- 
on an acre is 12 loads. For fome years 
after the marling, they reap, on a medi- 
um, four quarters of wheat per acre, and[ 
five of barley; and 15 or 18 years after 
marling,, three quarters of' wheat, and 
four and a half of foft corn. 

The general oeconomy of their farms' will 
appear from the following Ikctch of one of 
1 1 00 acres. 



The 
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The farmer generally has 

I oo acres of winter-corn. 
250 - - - barky and ontir' 
50 - •» - peafe. 
200 • - - turnips^ 
400 ^ - ii. graffes. 
100 - - - flieep-^^alkJ 



1100 
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He keeps 
6 Servants. 
6 Laboijrers.' 
30 Horfes* 
20 CowSi 
900 Sheep. 
5 Ploughs, 
^nd in harveft-^time has in all al^ut forty, 
people in the field. 

The culture of turnips is here carried 
on in a moft extenfive manner; Norfolk 
being more famous for this vegetable than 
any county in the kii^dom ; but I have 
feen much larger turnips grow in Suffoik in 
gravelly loams than ever I faw in Norfolk. 
The ufe to which they apply their vaft 
fields of turnips, is the feeding their flocks, 
9Xid expending the furplus in fatting Scotch 

cattle^ 



cattle, which they do in feveral methck|S ; 
by ftall-feedingr—— in binnsiti their farm- 
yard^-r — r-in paftqre-iiields-*— ^nd laftly, 
hurdle them on the turnips as they grow, 
in the fame, manner a& they do their ftieep. 
By ftall -feeding t bey make their crop go 
much the fvtrthefti but the beafts fo fed, 
are apt to founder on the road to. London ^ 
the expences on it are great, and the foil 
lofes the urine : but all thefe methods are 
yet in ufe. When the marie begins to 
wear out of the. foil, many of the great 
farmers have latterly got into a method of 
manuring with oiL-tcakes for their wihter- 
corn, which they import from Holland^ ancj 
fpread on their fields at the expence of a-t 
bout 1 5 s. per acre* 

• There is no great conjuration neceflary 
to difcover the reafons of fuch large for-- 
funes being made in this country by far- 
mers ; for hiring unimproved lands, at a 
fmall rent, . and finding very fine made 
every where under them, they made therer 
by fuch a vaft improvement, that nothing 
left than a perpetual drought could prevent 
large crops. Their foil is in general a very 
light fandy loam, which in years which 
are more inclined to wet than drynef^ 

thrown 
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throws QQt immenfe crops^ the very wetteft 
that can^ come are not. too much for their 
lands; every one, I believe, will all6w 
that the chances of the feafons, in this 
moiA climate, are infinitely more in their 
flavour, than if their foil was of the heavy 
cafh Let us inftance the farm abpve ibec 
cified: ; * - 

ICO acr^ winter corn, at 
34. qr. per acre, 350 qn 
and as a fniall part of it 
J5 rye, fay the price is 

ll 10 ^ - - - 525 9 9 
250 acres barley and oats, by 

far the raoft of the former, 

zX \^^. per acr?, 1125 

qr, at 16 /• - - 900 o q 

50 peafe, 4 c^.per acre, 200 

qr. at i /. 4 u per qc« 240 9 Q 

The methods of laying the 

profit by a flock, are fo 

various in different coun* 

tics, that I believe the me- 

dium of what is generally 

Jcnown is peareft the 
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This (light calculation takes in no beada 
flatted with turnips, becaufe thefe arc un- 
certain, and a variable c^rop; and other 
branches of profit are purpofely omitted, 
that no one mighty on the wbokj think it 
bver*fl:rained. As to his expences, a few 
of the principal articles will ihe w that . na 
one can run them up to any thing confi- 
derable. 

I s. A 
Rent, Tythe and town*char^ 

ges, at 6 5. ^r acre, 330 o o 

Oats for his horfes, as all foft 

corn is before charged ; all 




over, 330 o o 

the 
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X IStmglkt over, 3)0- o iqi 

•fooid"l>ift foa ih the Ami- 
yard} fay ther^ore, wo qr. 
fetifej. - - - fn c m. 
Seed for 46>o acf fes df torn, in- 

•cludingJthegraflfesfown^rkti ' 

2bo, on a itiediuih at 9 s, 

p& ac^e, - - - iSo o 'O 

Six •firvants, - - i2o o 

Six Ikbotiters, - - 150 o o 

Wifer ailiid'ie^t, fay . - jro o o 
*Harveft, ofn a mediaiB, 4 5. an 

acre, - - - •'80 o o 






Produce, - 2265 
Expences, - 1002 



Profit, 1263 
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if ere we find a regular income of ne'ar 
1300/. a year, on a medium of -prices 
dnd feafbns. ^What therefore has it been 
for thefe four or five wet years laftpaff ! 1 

have 
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Ihav^nolioubt but that 1300 /• has fome years 
been carried to nedr 3000 /. But without 
advancing it fo high, it is very plain th^t a 
long leafe of a good Norfolk farm, is infi- 
nitely preferable to the fee fimple of it : — 

c:ancJl that there is the greateft profpeft of 
feeing this kingdom, a land of yeomenry, : 
a thing not to be dreaded, for better land- 
ed property, while it lafts, can never ex- 
ift. The change, liowever, prefcntly en- 

fues. In addition to this remark^ I might 

obferve that a Norfolk farmer, Mr. Mallet^ 
above mentioned, has lately purchafed 
eftates in the parifhes of M'^/<?/^», ^ef- 
terUn^ and- Hocibam^ to the amount of 

, J 700 Lper annum: This remarkable per- 
fon has m^de his fortune in lef$ than 30 
years, and on a farm 'confiding of not 
above 1 500 acres of tand^ which is by ho 
means the largefl in this county ^. 

Let 

♦ A certain critic hzs (Poliii^l Regi/ier)zccukd 
me of inaccuracy, and quotes my opinion of the 
before-mentioned farmer making in wet years 3000 /. 
, on 1100 acres. He criticifes it as an aflerted fa£t, 
whereas it is merely a flight opinion, 1300/. being 
the fum minuted as the probable mean profit, Ab- 
. folut« accuracy, in fuch' a work as this, is impoifible : 
I do not therefore pretend to it, but this inftance is 

very 
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Let me farther add, that» fince tfaei a«> 
bove was wrote, I am informed, on un* 
dotihted authority, that Mr. Mallet, in 
January, &c. 1768, had aSafteers fatting 
on turneps, arid artificial grais hay. And 
this on a corn-farm! 

Before I quit this region of farmers, I 
fhould not forget to tell you that ih^frencb 
account of the Norfolk hu(bandry> which 
M. de Boulainvfltif^s h^s introduced into 
his Les Intents de la France maJ entendus^ 
tom. I. p. 136, &c. is full of ipiilakes} 
and in particular, where he onentions the 
vaft improvement by lucernej for not a 
fprig of lucerne have I found in the field; 
of a common farmer. 

LABOUR. 

r 

In Winter, 1 $. a day. 

In Spring, i j. 2 ^. 

Jn Harveft, 2 L iz s. 6 d. or 3 /. for the 

, harveft, befides meat, drink, and lodg- 

• 

«ry unhappily produced ; the county ofNwr/M would 
yield an induftrious enquirer much more furprifing in- 
fiances to thofe who are unacquainted with the huf* 
^iandryof it. 

ing. 
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hs^ ft lafls from a montii to five 



JHocsDg of tumifB, 3 X. die firft tun^ 2 u 
Ploogfaii^ /ifir acre, ai. 6i£. 

PROVISIONS. 

J. 
Bread, » • zferVb^ 
Batter, • -. 6 
Mutton, - 4 
Beer, • • 4 
Veal, - . 34 
Candles, - 7 
Coals, iLis.o per chaldroa at Lymi. 

The country around Rahtbam^ the ieat 
of Lord Tawn/bend, is rich and finely cul^ 
tivated, and the fituation of the houie, the 
park^ and the water, very defirable: the 
building itfelf is rather in the ftile of an 
exceedingly good habitable houfe, than a 
magnificent one. But the famous pidhire 
of Betifarius^ by Sahater Itofa^ has moK 
exprelHon in it, than any painting I think 
I ever faw. A(k to fee Lady T^wnjbend^ 
2 dreflipg- 
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dreffing-room ; it is furnifhed with prints, 
ftuck with much tafte on a green paper. 

The firft appearance of Houghton^ the 
celebrated feat of the Earl of Orford^ 
built by Sir Robert Walpole^ is that of feve- 
ral very magnificent plantations, which 
furround it every way. In the road from 
Syderftoncy they appear, I think, to the 
greateft advantage : they are feen to a large 
extent ; with openings ^feft judicioufly in 
many places to let in the view of more 
diftant woods j which changes the (hade, 
and gives them that folemn brownnefs, 
which has always a very great efFe6V. The 
flatnefs of\the country, however, is a cir- 
cumftance, which, inftead of fetting them 
off, and making them appear larger than 
they really are, gives them a diminutive 
air, in comparifon to the number of acres 
really planted : for were thefe vaft planta- 
tions difpofed upon ground with great in- 
equalities of furface, fuch as hills riling 
one above another, or vaft flopes ftretching 
away to the right and left, they would ap- 
pear to be almoft boundlefs, and (hew 
twenty times the extent they do at prefent. 
The woods which are feen from the fouth 
front of the houfe are planted with great 

D judgement, 
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judgement, to rejmedy the defect of the 
countr/s flatnefs 5 for they are fo difpofed, 
as to appear one beyond another, in dif- 
ferent fliades> to a great extent. * 

In the houfe yoil enter, firft, the great 
hall, a cube of 40 JFeet ; which, bad as the 
proportion is, is certainly a very noble 
room : yet one would imagine the architc6l 
purpofed to deftroy the effefl: of fo large 
an one, by flicking three quarters around 
it, what is called a gallery : — It is a balco-- 
ny puflied out in defiance of all ideas of 
grace, elegance, or proportion. Oppofite 
the chimney is an exceeding fine caft of 
the Laocoon* From the hall you enter the 
faloon; which, but for height, would be 
one of the fineft rooms in the world. It is 
40 by 30 ; and 40 high, which is exceC- 
fively out of proportion. To the left you 
turn into a drawing-room, 30 by 21, 
bung with a yellow damalk. Out of that 
into the blue damafk bed-chamber, 224. by 
2ii.. Then into a very fmall dreffing- 
room, and next a fmall clofet, out of 
which you enter the library, 22^ by 21^, 
which leads to the dining-parlour, 30 by 
21; and that opens into the h^ll ; fo one 
iide of the houfe is taken up with the fore- 
going 
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going apartments. The other fide of the 
iaioon is another drawing-room^ called the 
Carh Maratt roomy from being covered 
withpi6hires by that mafter> 30 by 21, 
Out of which you enter the green velvet 
bed-chamber, then a drefiing-room 214. 
by 1 8, then another bed-chamber the fame 
iize; next the cabinet 22^ by 214, which 
leads into the marble parlour 30 by 21, 
exceedingly elegant, one fide being entirely 
of white marble ; and this concludes the 
right hand fide, opening into the hall. 

Having thus run through the rooms, I 
fhcjuld tell you that the fitting up^ for in- 
fiance, doors, door-cafes, windows, and 
cornices, &c.&c. is as magnificent as you 
can conceive, and in as great a flile as any 
fingle room in England : lafUy, let tfic add 
that the coUeflion of piftures which orna- 
ments them, is moft undoubtedly the firfl: 
in England^ after the royal one. I made 
a few minutes of what flruck me mofl as I 
viewed them, and here they follow : I fub- 
mit them to your candour, not as the cri- 
ticifms of a connoifleur, but the mere ex-i 
preflibn of my feelings, without any regard 
to names or reputation. 1 fliall not men- 
tion one quarter of the pictures j an omif- 

D 2 fion 
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lion of no coniequence, as the very mge- 
nious Mr. Horace Walpok has pubhflied a 
complete catalogue of them. Many of the 
capital pieces are in what is called the pic- 
ture-gallery, which was the green hoofe ; 
it is in one of the wings. 



Rembrant. 



Rubens. 



His vfife. The hands and 
face mofl: inimitable. The 
clear obfcure wonderfully fine. 

Abrahams facrifice. The 
head of ,Abrabam very great. 
The mixture of grief, piety 
and awe, finely pour^trayed; 
nothing can exceed it: and 
the . lights and fhades admi- 
rable. 

Mary Magdalen wa/hing our 
Sa'viours feet. Her figure 
moft inimitably coloured, par- 
ticularly the head and the 
tears. The heads of the old 
men vaftly fine, and of a 
noble guflo. This pifture is 
as different from Rubens^ com- 
mon pieces, as he himfelf was 
fuperior to the lowefl: dawb- 

^tian. 
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T^itian. Simem and child. His head 

exquifite, and the air wonder- 
fully fine. 

jln. Carracb. Virgin and child. The child 

a very difagreeable figure. The 
head appears to me badly 
drawn. 

Venus. The colouring dif- 
agreeable and without foftnefs 
or delicacy : The drawing ad- 
mirable. 

Morellio. AJfumption. Air of the 

virgin's head, beautiful and 
, graceful. 

Carlo Maratt. Virgin teaching the boy 

Jefus to read. Air of the 

Virgin V head ^The child— 

The colouring Grace—— 

and clear obfcure, beyond all 
praife: moft fweetly delicate 
and graceful. 

Virgin and St. Jofeph. The 
colouring very difagreeable. 

Chrift\ fermon on the mount. 
The figure of Chrift without 
dignity or exprelTion. 

D 3 Pou/Jin^ 
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T(n0in: Holy family. Drapery very 

good, paiticblarly the Virgin's 
'— the limbs feen through it, 

Vandyke. Rubens s wife. A moft cele- 
brated pifture; but not an 
agreeable one : what ftrikes 
me moft are the hands and 
arms, which are finer than any 
I ever beheld : The drapery is 
likewife admirable. 

T. da Cortona. Chrift in the garden. Air 

and expri^flion of the head ex« 
cellent. 

Dobfon. Two beads. The expreflion 

of the faces wonderfully fine. 

Velafco. A Pope^ bead. Amazingly 

expreffive: every line of the 
face exquifitely painted. 

Death ofjofeph. Exceeding 
fine heads. 

Vanderwerf. . David and Abifhag. The. 

colouring and finiftiing of this 
piece is beyond all defcription. 
Abifbags naked body is inimi- 
^ tably done. Such a foft de- 

licacy of flefli, fo much bright- 
nefs of clear obfcure, and 
fuch a^ height of finifhing as 

exceeds 
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exceeds any thing of the kind 
I ever met with. Batbpxba*% 
face is extremely expreflTive 
and finely painted. In David 
there is a great fault ; his face 
is that of an old man, but the 
naked of his body is quite 
youthful, without thofe ftrong 
lines, and mufcular traces 
which appear fo finely in 
painting. ^ . 

MoJa. Cocks. Nothing can be 

finer than the attitude of 
Cocks. 

^in. Matfis. XJfurer and bis m/e ; full oi 

that vaft expreflion, ufual in 
this mafter's pieces : the penu- 
ry in their countenances is 
admirable. 

Bourdon. . l\vo women i very difagree- 

able. 

Guidon Confultotion of tbe elders. 

The fineft pifture in the col- 
lection. The colours-— clear 
obfcure— — difpofitiori of the 

figures exprelfion of the 

countenances and airs of the 

heads of the old men^ beyond 

D 4 aU 
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all imagination. ' The whole is 
fo exquifite, that one cannot 
quickly leave viewing it. 

Adoration. The delicacy of 
the boy beyond expreflion. 
The old man's head on the 
right fide exceedingly fine,' 
and very much in the ftile of 
that in the Confultation, un- 
der the Virgin. 
Dominicbino. Virgin and child. The co- 
louring difagreeable, with no 
brightnefs ; but the attitude 
inimitable. 
i. Carracb. . Cbriji in the fepulcbre. The 

dead body very expreflive, but 
nothing of the clear obfcure 5 
light ftrangely difFufed. 
Sahator Rofa. Prodigal fon. Prodigious 

expreifion. If a Dutchman is 

by he will make you obferve 

the ragged (hirt. — The whole 

pifture is amazingly fine. 

In my way from Houghton to the fea- 

coaft, by Hunfion^ &c. I found much 

barren land, or rather reputedly barrens 

for a really barren foil, I do not believe, 

cxifts in any large quantities 5 the Norjolk 

improvew 
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improvers might turn thefe trafts of war- 
ren and (heep-tvalks into profitable farms. 
One bf the greateft improvements in the 
country is Mr. Curtis^ farm of Sommer^ 
fields belonging to Mrs. Henley of Ddcking^ 
It confiftsof 2500 acres of land, all gained 
from (heep-walks 5 and which now is re- 
gularly inclofed, and yields immenCe crops 
of corn: Infomuch that this farm has 
been mentioned as the beft in Europe^ 
The rent is faid to be very fmall, and the 
produce exceeding great; the profit may 
therefore be eafily conceived. The home- 
llall is worth your viewing if you travel 
this country: it is prettily planted, and 
very neat. Nor would I have any one 
leave this piart of the country without em- 
ploying a .few hours in viewing the envi- 
rons of Dockingy Mrs. Henley's feat. — The 
plantations, though fmall, are in a very 
pretty tafte. Her temple is light and ele- 
gant, and well-piaced, both for command- 
ing a fine view of the country, and alfo 
as an objeft in fight of the houfe. The 
hermitage is as pretty a thing as any of 
the kind that I have feen. It is a little 
cottage of two rooms, fituated in cr/j of 
her plantations of ftirubs and firs. The 

iirft 
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(if ft rdom is walled with oyfter-fhells, the 
white fide outwards^ and the brown edges 
iiled ofF; the pavement of clean fmaU 
pebbles ; the chimney-piece of grotto fhell* 
work : The ceiling is papered, and at one 
end is the hermit's bed, a boarded one 
painted, with painted canvafs curtains* 
The other room is wainfcottcd with very cu- 
rious old carved wainfcot, of Henry the VIFs 
reign, and the ceiling, &c. decorated in a 
Tuftic manner, with fcroUs and feftoons of 
fea-weed, deal-fhavings, and painted ropes^ 
in a gothic, but very neat tafte. 

From Docking I proceeded to Snettijham^ 
the feat of Nicholas Sfylemany Efq; where 
Mrs. Styleman has formed fbme exceeding 
pretty plantations ; particularly thofe upon 
a ftream, which fhe calls New-bridge and 
Catherine S'ijland : This ftream is managed 
with true tafte 5 naturally it is only a ditch, 
but where this lady has improved it, it is 
a winding river, and the greateft ornament 
to her plantations. On one part of its 
banks ihe has a very neat circular cottage 
for breakfafting, and near it g menagerie 
with a great variety of birds ; in this part 
of the plantation are all forts of water- 
fovvL From her menagerie you crofs the 

ftream 
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ftream and pafs along its winding banVs 
to the grotto, which i$ very prettily con- 
tri\'ed out of a boat> by cutting it in halves 
and fixing it together with a little addi^ 
tion. It is ftuck full of fpar, fhells, fea« 
weed, coral, glafs, ore, &c. all difpofed 
with tafte and elegance. The front pretty, 
but too regular, and not ruftic enough, 
compofed of the fame materials on i^ 
ground of powdered fea-fhells ftuck in 
cement. The fituation is very pretty, by 
the fide of the river, clofe to a fmall caP 
cade, and in the (hade of feveral large 
weeping willows. — The ftream is yet more 
beautiful in the other plantation, called 
Catherine* S'ijland \ for it forms five little 
woody iflands, with cool, (hady, and (e* 
queftered walks about it, in a tafte that 
does great honour to this moft ingenious 
lady's fancy. The plantations behind the 
houfe have great variety, and are iketched 
out with much tafte. 

The road from Snettijham to Lynn is 
over a moft iandy tra£): of land ; which has 
the appearance of a defert. This town is 
tolerably regular and well built; the mar- 
ket«^place fine, but the mar^et-<;rofs, tho* 

much 
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much admired by fome, appears to me to 
poflefs neither unity, proportion, nor e- 
legance : It is not heavy ; and that is all I 
can fay for it. The fhambles, however, 
which are the wings, are much more con- 
fiftent than the center, which is a mere 
clutter of unconnected ornaments : The 
theatre is convenient, very neat, neither 
profufely ornamented nor difguftingly 
plain; and ahhough not free from faults, 
yet has none but what refulted from the 
archite6l being confined to fill up the 
ihell of an old building which was raifed 
for another purpofe. The aflembly-rooms 
are capacious and handfomely fitted up : 
They confift of three on a line; the firft 
an old town hall, 58 feet by 27, and of a 
well proportioned loftinefs, would be a 
very good ball-room had it a boarded floor, 
but at prefent forms a very noble anti- 
room. It opens into the ball room, 60 
by 27, and 22 high, which would have 
been an elegant one, if the architeft had 
thought proper to give his mufic-gallery 
a hitch backwards ;- for, at prefent, it is a 
mere fhelf Huck in between the chimneys ; 
an eye-fore to the room. If he did it 
through confinement, for want of Ipace, 

he 
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he fhould undoubtedly have formed his 
mufic-feats upon the plan of tho(e at Al- 
mack's, at the end of the room : they 
might have waved in a fcroll round the 
door of the card-room, mingled with 
branches of candles, which might eafily 
have been rendered a great ornament. — 
The card-room is 27 by 27, and 22 high. 
As the three are upon a line, it would 
have given them an uncommon elegance, 
had the openings from one into another 
been in three arches in the center fupport- 
ed by pillars, inflead of the prefent glafs* 
doors, which are mean. The eye would 
then have commanded at once a fuite of 
145 feet; which, with handfome luftres 
properly difpofed, would have rendered 
thefe rooms inferior to few in England. 
——The town drives a very brilk trade in 
corn, wine, coals, and to the Baltic : pof- 
fefling about eighty fail of (hips. A good 
hufbandman cannot view this place, with- 
out regretting the quantity of manure loft 
here, for want of a fpirit in the neigh- 
bouring farmers to bring it away : they 
might have vaft quantities of cinder- a(hes, 
Gfr. and even be paid fomething for car- 
rying them away ; their waggons are for 

ever 
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ever coming from the town empty, and 
their lands in generd poor. At one place, 
which is called the fort, is a heap of 
exceeding rich manure 5 which, in many 
towns I could name, would fell for above 
1 00 /• and which fuffers no other decreaie 
than what high fpririg tides occafion, in 
wafhing part of it aWay; and it is all 
brought here in carts, at the expencc of 
the inhabitants. 

From Lynn I took the road to 'bJarford^ 
the feat of Frice Fountain^ Efq; built and 
furnifhed by the late Sir Andrew Fountain : 
The houfe is a good one, but not the ob^*- 
je6l ofviewfo much as. the curiofities it 
contains; amongft which nothing is fo 
ftriking as the cabinet of earthen ware, 
done after the defigns of Raphael; there is 
a great quantity of it, and all extremely 
fine. The coUeftion of antique urns, 
vafes, fphinxes, &c. &c. is reckoned a good 
one 5 but what gave me mort pleafure than 
the venerable remains of this kind, is a 
fmall modern fleeping Venus in white 
marble, by Deheau ; which in female foft- 
nefs and delicacy is exceedingly beautiful. 
The bronzes are very fine; and the collec- 
tion of piints a capital one. As to pic- 
I tures. 
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tures^ I ihall give you the names of a few 
which pkafed me moft ; as to the mafters 
names I minute them as they pafs at Nar^ 
Jbrdy and without anfwering for their ori- 
ginality. I hint this, becaufe the moft 
pleafing pidlure in the houfe^ the Virgin 
and Child, faid to be by Guido^ is precifely 
the fame in figures, attitude, airs, &c. as 
Mr. Butkr^i Corregio^ as appears by a print 
of the latter, I have ieen in more coUec* 
tions than one. However, whether it is a 
copy or an (original, the colouring is fine» 
and the air of the head and attitude admi-- 
rably graceful. 
Rubens. * A fruit piece by Snyders^ the 

figures by Rubens ; very good» 
jttbano. Cbrift taken kawnjrom the crofs i 

exceedingly fine, the mufcles 

ftrongly expreflcd, 
Tintoretto. St. Jerome. The, head fine ^ 

but the ftile dark and unplea- 

fing. 
Bhemart. Children of Ifrael gathering 

manna \ fine. 
Old Franc. Marriage of Cana $ a ftriking 

inftance of wretched grouping. 

HoU 
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Holbein. Henry Vllltb and Anne Boleyn 

. at a concert j very fine. 
^in. Matjis. 7wo oM mens heads ; ftrongly 

expreflive. 
Pelligrino. Pbaroah's daughter Jinding M'Jes 5 

one of the befl pieces I have 
feen of this indifferent mafter. 
. 1 forgot to tell you that the library is a 
very elegant one for a private gentleman. 

I pafled into Suffolk by way of Stoak and 
^betford'y and found a vaft quantity of 
land quite uncultivated, which in this, 
country furprifed me much, efpecially as 
I vvas informed marie is in many places to 
be found, 'where no ufe is made of it. The 
landlord of the Crown at Stoak has an acre 
of burnet, which is, I think, three years 
old. He fowed it broadcaft, kept it per- 
fe6lly clean from weeds a year, at the ex- 
pence of above two guineas ; but it has 
:infwered greatly, for it has every year 
yielded a great quantity of hay, befides 
luxuriant food fo early as the month 
of February for many horfes. It is a 
regular crop, and appears to grow very 
quick *. 

In 

• I am fince informed by the landlord bimfcif, that 

in 
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in the neighbourhood of T^etford is art . 
improvement greatly worth feeing ; it is a 
complete farm, entirely gained from the 
wafte, for fo I muft call an old fliecp-^ 
walk. One of the heft farmers in England 
(Mr. Wright) hired it, and has converted^ 
by means of marie, a vaft traft of uncul- 
tivated wild into a profitable arable farm i 
his fon at prefent enjoys the leafe. The 
foil is very fandy, but marie and clay have 
rendered it fertile, infomuch, that in years 
not remarkably dry, he raifes as fine crops 
of rye, colefeed^ and oatSi as land of five 
times the. rent yields^ in heavier foils. He 
has fown likewife fome hundreds of acrea 
with fainfoyn, which has throve finely, 
and yielded confiderable crops of hay« 
This farm confifts of near 2000 acres, em-* 
ploys 45 horfes, nine fervants, and in har- 
yeft, fifty in the field. Nine hundred 
iheep, and 24 cows kept : and all this on 



Ih July he nl6wed it for feed, of which it produced tA 
much as he fold for 5 /. at 4 d, per lb, and a large load 
of ftover (hay), which his horfes eat very freely. In 
January, 1768, it was fed od' with flieep, bding \ 
thick and luxuriant ctop; He finds it fo profitable that 
^e has fowed another (larger) field with it, with rve^ 
in November 1767, the feed for which he keptexclu* 
five 0/ the 5 Ik 

E a tra£t 
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a tra£i: of land, which feven years ago was 
the habitation of nothing but a flock of 
(heap, not more coniiderable than what is 
now kept on the remaining fheep-vsjalk and 
the artificial gralTes^ I fhould likewife re* 
mark that the marie dug on this farm has 
proved that it is not only the fat foapy kind 
which is of great benefit 5 for this is in 
general a hard chalky fubftance, much 
mixed with extraneous kinds of earth, and 
to appearance a very bad fort. It was af- 
ferted by many farmers that it would do no 
good, but the event has turned out very 
different. The clay, however, is allowed 
by all to be exceeding good. 

The Duke of Grafton^s feat at Eufion is 
but three miles from this farm ; the park 
and plantations are well worth your view- 
ing : tliey are very extenfive and fketched 
with great tafte. Remark particularly the 
approach to the houfe from Bary ; it is ex- 
ceedingly beautiful. 

The road to that town lies for fome miles 
ovfer a wild heath, over-run with bufhes, 
whinjs, and brakes, the wild luxuriance of 
whofe growth difplays evidently enough | 
how greatly it would anfvver to break it up 
9 and 
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ftnd convert it into arable farms j for a foil 
that has ftrength enough to throw out fuch 
vigoroufly growing weeds, would, if culti- 
vated, produce corn in plenty; add tothis^ 
there is aflratumof marie under the whole 
country *• 

A little out of the road lies Livermeri 
and Ampton^ the feats of Baptiji Lee^ and 
■ Caltborpe^ Efqrs* The two parks join, 

and the owners, with an harmony very 
unufual, made a noble ferpentine river 
through both, and built a large handfome 
bridge over it at their joint expence, by 
which means they ornamented their 
grounds to a degree otherwife impoiiible. 
In Mr. Caitborpes park, the water forms a 
bend againft a ilope of wood, which has a 
very noble effe6t. Upon the whole, the 
river, confidering it is formed out of a tri-» 
fling ftream, is one of the fined: waters I 
have feen in the grounds of any private 
gentleman; Mr. Lee has a fhrubbery of 

♦ At ff^ifl Stow, I obferved a field of about two 
ticres of carrots, in fo driving a fand, that the wind 
by entering through the bars of the gate had drove a. 
ridge up ; and yet they thrived exceedingly well, and 
will, I doubt not, be a good crop. They belong to 
Edwards^ £fq. 

£ 2 aUout 



ibout 20 acres cut. out of his -park, that \i 
laid out in an exceedingly juft tafte. The 
water and fcoop in it are particularly beau- 
tiful : The firft winds through a thickly 
planted wood with a very bold (hore, in' 
fome places wide, in others fo narrow that 
the over-hanging trees join their branches 
from fide to fide, and even darken the 
fcene, which has a charming efFeft. The 
banks are everywhere uneven, firft wild 
and rough, and covered with buflies and 
(hrubs, then a fine green lawn in gentle 
fwclls, with fcattered trees and fhrubs to the 
banks of the water, and feats difpofed with 
great judgment; and, . at the termination 
of the water, the abruptnefe and ill efFecl 
of that circumftance (which is not trifling, 
for a water that has the leaft appearance 
of a river, fiiould never be feen to the 
tnJ)^ is taken oflf by finifhing with a dry 
fcoop, which is amazingly beautiful; the 
bed of the river is continued, for fome dif- 
tance a Hoping lawn, with banks on each 
(ide planted and managed with great tafte, 
nor did 1 conceive that weeping willows 
could any where but hanging over water 
have been attended with fo beautiful an 
cfFe^, as they have on the fteeps of thcfe 

flopes» 
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flopes. Upon the whole, this fhrubbeiy 
Will entertain you, for although it contain^ 
much in common with all others, yet fomc 
ftrokes in it are new, and in a very pleafing 
tafte. 

Bury is a tolerably well built town, in 
a dry and healthy fituation; many of 
the ftreets cut each other at right an- 
gles ; but a parcel ol dirty thatched houfes 
larie found in fomeof them not far from the 
center of the town, which has a very bad 
efFeft. The country round it towards 
London is good, well wooded, and not a 
4ead flat. The road to Stomarket lies thro* 
a foil indifferently cultivated, but about a 
mile from the town it pafles through a 
newly inclofed farm belonging to John Sy^ 
tnonds^ Efq; which is done in a very neat 
manner ; the hedges are all of white thori^ 
and the banks regularly planted with fcvc- 
ral forts of timber trees ; the gates remark- 
ably good and all painted. From this 
farm, which is rented by Mr. Denton^ I met 
with nothing worth obferving until I rcach^ 
ed Tojiock^ a village fix miles from Bury^ 
in, which there is a farm cultivated in a 
very mail'erly manner, by a gentleman who 
Jiycs at Bury^ . Mr. Orbel Ray^ the owner. 
''' E 3 Thcr« 
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There is nothing above mediocrity iq 
the bulbandry of the neighbouring farmers i 
but this gentleman has improved upon 
their practice greatly. His foil is a light 
gravel ; the firfl thing he did with it was 
to dig and fpread an hundred loads of 
loam and clay over all his arable fields; 
9nd (hen throw them into a regular courie 
pf crops; vizs I. Turnips. 2. Barley. 
3. Clover. 4. Wheat; and raifes exceed- 
ing fine crops of each. He ploughs four^ 
five, and fix times for turnips; harrows 
exceeding fine, and lows broadcaft with a 
piachine, of which the following is ^ 
(ketch^ 

(i) The axletree fixed in the wheels, a 
cog around the middle of which turns (2) 
ether cogs round an iron rod which runs 
through four copper feed-boxcs (3.3. 3. 3) 
thirteen holes in each box ; and this rod 
refls in iron grooves (4. 4) in the /rame 
(S'S) This rod is fix feet fix inches long, 
^Ije breadth of ground it fows at a time ; 
pndpr the boxes is a long trough (6) 
fiivided into eight partitions, direftly 
into v^rhich the feed falls from the boxes. 
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<7) Is a harrow fixed to the hind part of 
the frame, by two chains (8. 8). 



He finds from experience that it flicds 
the feeds infinitely more regular than the 
niceft hand. In his practice of the turnip 
hufbandry, he has found that the feed ne- 
Ver fails for want of rain, when Town paft 
four o'clock in the afternoon. He hoes the 
plants out twice, applies them to the ftall- 
feeding of beafts, for which purpofe he 
has built very convenient ftieds ; and rec- 
£ 4 kons' 
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kens the mean value of them per acre to 
be 2 /. loj. He gives the turnip land 
three eartns for barley and oats, and gets 
very clean crops of 5, 5-^, 6, and even 7 
quarters per acre. The fucceeding crop of 
clover he generally mows twice for hay, 
and values the crop on a medium at 2 L 
\o s. per acre. The clover lay he breaks 
up with one earth, the firft year, and har- 
rows in wheat \ and of this grain he gets 
on a medium four and a Jialf^ pr fivequar* 
ters per acre. 

Thefe crops are all very confiderablej 
however, I fhould obferve, that befides the 
^bove mentioned claying, he every year 
pianures all his turnip-land, at the rate of 
12, 15, or 20 loads per acre 'pf farm-yard 
flung J which he likewife manages in a vc- 
ly lenfible manner. About OSiober he car- 
ries in and fpreads equally over his yird, 
£co loads of moulds, generally loam ; upr 
on thefe he fodders all his beaft? with the 
ftraw of the crop, and the clover hay, by 
which means all the urine of the cattle is 
foaked up, and the gutters of the ftables 
and ox-ftalls are all laid into it ; .when the 
winter is over, he ftirs the whole up toge- 
• f her, very carefully mixing it, wheij it i? 
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nxi good order for the land. He generally 

xioubles the quantity brought in. The ex^ 

pences of this method appear, at firft fight, 

4o be high, but are not in reality ; for it is 

a common one to carry out the dung and 

mix it up with turf before it is fpread: now 

•in point of labour there is no difference; 

Was chalk, marie, or turf ufed inftead of 

loam, it would be an infinite improvement. 

This gentleman has two experiments of 

the. modern kind, which gave me much 

pleafure^ an acre of Lucerne, and four of 

Timothy-grafs. The firft is in drills, two 

feet afunder. It was fown laft fpring two 

years, cut three times laft year; and I 

found it cutting for the firft time this year, 

an exceeding fine crop, above two feet 

high; I inquired particularly about the 

quantity of food it yielded, and found that 

the exadteft calculation, from what was 

already eat by four cows feeding upon it, 

was, that it would laft them five weefcs<. 

The bailey told me, that, in his opinion, it 

would conftantly through the fummcr 

maintain two cews ; if fo, the value of it 

is confiderable, and greatly exceeds clover, 

1 cannot, however, avoid remarking, that 

|he intervals ^yere full of weeds: therefore, 

even 



■»•■ 



[ 58 ] , 
even this experiment is not fully fatisfac^ 
tory.—— Since the firft edition of thcfe 
papers, the prefent worthy owner of thefe 
experiments, Mr. Orbel Ray^ fuccelibr to 
the late Mr. Orbel Rayy has been kind 
enough to inform me, that laft fpring he 
dug up this Lucerne plantation, and plant-* 
ed the ground with potatoes, which £bu- 
rifh extremely. The lucerne, this gentle- 
man finds very difficult to get rid of, tho* 
the ground was trenched two fpadcsr in 
depth, and done in a very dry time.. He 
propofes fowing the fame piece of ground 
next March with lucerne broadcaft, jvhich 
he is inclined to think will fucceed better 
than fowing it in drills. The four acres 
of Timothy were fown amongft oats laft 
fpring twelvemonth, and I found it ftand« 
ing for hay 5 it appeared very coarfe, but 
I believe will prove a crop of about 25 Ct. 
per acre. It is not at ^U earlier than the 
adjoining paftures. 

From T'ojiock I cut acrofs the country to 
Lavenbam, by a winding courfe through 
Monks Bradfield^ the Welnetbams and Brad^ 
field Combuji. I walked over the improve- 
ments of the Rev. Mr. Lord, refltor of 
Great Welnetbam^ who has, by means of 

hoUov^ 
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hollow ditching, and clayiiigy converted 
an indifferent woodcock brick earth foil, 
into amoft fertile one ; infomuch, that he 
has more than once raifed iq quaiters of 
barley and o^ts upon an acre, and 5t of 
wheat 1 which are vaft crops : one flriking 
particular in his method, is letting his do-- 
ver lie three years, which, in a ftrong foil, 
is rather uncommon, but I believe a good 

praftice. 

Before I leave the neighbourhood of 
Bury^ I muft obferve, that I never met 
with any place around which the farmers 
had fuch a fpirit of purghafing manures i 
very ordinary forts fell at Bury at 2 x. 6 d^ 
and 3 J. a waggon load of 80 bufhels ; I 
faw all round the town in differetit places 
heaps of purchafod manures. 

• 

LABOUR. 

In winter, i s. and fmall-beer. 
In fpring to harveft, 1 1. zd. and beer. 
Jn harveft, i j. 8 ^. and beer. 
Reaping wheat, 4 i. to 5 j. ^ acre* 
Mowing fpring-corn, 1 s.2d. ditto. 
|._. -■ ■ ^ ' Grafs, is. ^ d. and i u /^d. 

Hoeing 
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Hoeing turnips, 4 s. fii'ft time, 2 s.6 J. f€h 
' cond, 

Beans, 6 j/firft, 3 s. fccond. 

Thraftiing wheat, 2 j. a quarter. 

■ Barley and oats, i s. 

> ■ Clover feed, 5 /. a bufhel. 

implements/ 

A waggon, 25 A 

A cart, - I? . 
A plough, ^ I 10 J, 
A pair of halrrows, 20 

P R O V I S I O N S, ©c. 



Bread, - - 


d, 

2 per lb. 


Batter, - - 


6 


Mutton, - - 


4 


Beefy - - 
Veal, - " 
Candles, 


34- 

4 

7 



Wood /^r load, 120 faggots, i8j. 

Coals ^fr bufhel, laid in, i s^ 

> 

Their courfe of aops is, i. Turnipfc 

2. Bar^f 



I 



i. Barley, 3, Clover. 4. Wheat. 5* Bar- 
ley or oats 3 and, i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 
3. Oats or barley. They plough four or 
five times for turnips, harrow fine, and 
uic them for all forts of cattle. For bar* 
ley they flir thrice, fow three or four bu- 
fhels per acre; and reckon a mean crop at 
34. qr. Their clover they feed with all 
forts of cattle, and particularly hogs, 
which I mention as a cuftom not very 
common : they plough up their clover lays, 
and harrow in wheat on one earth, fow 
two bufhels, and reckon two quarters and 
half the medium of their crops. White 
oats they manage the fame as barley s but 
for black, they plough but once % fow four 
budiels of each fort, and confider four 
quarters the mean produce. When they 
fow beans, which- is an irregular crop with 
them, they plough twice, fow two biifhels 
after the plough, on ridge- work ; fb that 
they come up in double rows on the top 
of the ridge ;, hoe them twice; and four 
quarters the mean produce. For peafe 
they plough but once, fow two bufliels ; 
and reckon the medium at 24. qr. Their 
fbil is in general a red loam, called here a 
ppck earth, andloofc ; with fome fields of 

clay, 
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day, others of light gravel } the mean rent 
is about 12 s* an acre. Farms rathei* 
fmall» from 20 L to 150 /. with a few of 
200 /• As to the general occonomy' and 
management) take the following iketch of 
one: 250 acres. 

80 of them graf$^ 

I o, horfes. 

2 men. 

2 boys. 

5 labourers; 

25 cows. 

60 fheep. 

I forgot to tell you, that they feldora ulcf 
above two horfes in a plough j and always 
do an acre a-day in their ftifFeft fields. 

At Lavenbam I met with about two* 
acres of Lucerne^ drilled in rows two feet 
afunder, belonging to the Rev. Mr. DiFoy^ 
the reftorj it was fown by his predeceflbr, 
Mr. Squire^ I think, four or five years 
ago; and anfwered greatly: Mr. Davy 
found it remarkably ferviceable to him laft^ 
fummer twelvemonth, when every natural 
pafture and the clovers were burnt up; but 
he has (bme thoughts of ploughing it up, 

at 
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^t which I do not wonder, confidering the 
multitude of y^tt^s fuffered to overarm if. 

At Lavenbam is carried on a very confix 
derable manufa£):ure of fays and caliman-^ 
coes ; at which' the workmen earn on a 
medium $$.6 d. or 6 s. a week, and many 
wool^combers who earn iz s. and 14^. 
The church at this place is one of the moft 
beautiful in point of external architecture 
that I have feen. The fteeple is very high, 
and a remarkably fine one. It is unfini(h«* 
ed; without any other ornament at top 
than four battlements at the corners, ti* 
fing about 3 feet and 4 above the fides* 
In my opinion iKisJimplicity is a fource of 
its beauty, for the efFeft of viewing it is 
much greater than if the attention of the 
ipe£lator was divided by fpires or any other 
ornaments. The building, upon the whole, 
is ftrikingly light, elegantly uniform, and 
truly magnificent. 

The road to Hadleigb lies through a rich 
and well cultivated foil, efpecially near 
that town. What induced me to take this 
road to Sudlmryy which is out of the way, 
was the hearing of two Lucerne planta- 
tions, which I viewed very attentively; 
one broadcail^ and the other tranfplanted. 

The 
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The fiift, of 4 acres, belongs to the Re^/ 
Dr. Tanner^ reftor of this parifli, and pre-^ 
bendary of Canterbury. It is four years 
old : I found it on a medium 25 inchesr 
high, that which was not cut (for about 
an acre and half had been mowed at dif^ 
ferent times i) it was thick and luxuriant^' 
but far from being free of weeds. I re- 
marked many ftrong ones, and many low 
trailing ones againft the ground : It had 
been harrowed in Mr. Rocquei manner 
with an heavy harrow, made according 
to his direftions, every year in Marcby 
which the Do£):or . thinks has been of great 
fervice in loofening the ground, though 
not in deftroying the weeds altogether^ 
fuch as docks or mallows. The foil is a 
fine, dry, light, healthy turnip lands but 
yields fine wheat, as I have learnt by in- 
quiry : as to the produce, the fodder is 
excellent, and much beyond expe£lation in 
quantity and quality, and is the chief iup- 
port of 14 or 15 horfes and cows, from 
the latter end of y^/r/7till MicbaetmaSy Bf-^ 
ter which it is fed down clofe with (heep^ 
till near Cbrijlmas. 

It was fown with (pring corn after tur^ 
nips, but the Doctor is of ppinion, that 

ha4 
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had the field been foiltiiier*£iIk)wed for it, 
the Lucerne would have entirely choaked 
all other grab and conmion weods^ 

Some Dutch clover and ray-grafs grows 
with Jt^ which is found advantageous : 

I do not dwelt particularly on thi» part of 
the experiment^ as my inforniatiMk wag 
not abfoluteiy accmate ; but it yielded, I 
could plainly find^ an imtnenfe quantity 
of srreen foc^er. 



The fpring of 1768 was fo very cold, 
with fudi cutting frofts every ntght, that 
the firft mowing was later than ufual, 
and but indifierent, but the produce ha^ 
been very great fince ; infbmuch that the 
Do£lor was oUiged to make hay of a part 
of it the middle of laft Jufy^ when he rec- 
koned it would be fit to cut again before 
the time he fhould have occafion for itj 
Five faddlc-horfes and four cows have no- 
thing elfe to eat, and five coach-horfes are 
daily foiled therewith in the ftable, more 
or lefs, according to their work. One part 
of the field was well manured with dung 
laft year -, and the Dodor pit)pofes doing 

F the 
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the ikme.by the refl: this year; ktid^ after 
harrowing in February or Marcb^ to fcattef 
fome fre(h feed, where the plants failed the 
mof^/ 

• 

. The reacieE doubtlefs obferves, that this 
account is in fonae refpefls different from 
that in the firft edition of thefe papers, and 
in all n^iich improved, and brought down 
to a later date : for thefe circumftances I 
am obliged to Doflor Tanner himfelf I 
took the libcjfty of requefting, by letter, 
information pelpefting his Lucerne plan- 
tation ; and was anfwered in a complete 
manner, with that perfpicuity which alone 
enables me to give fatisfaftion to the read- 
er, and that politenefs which I acknow- 
ledge with the greatcft pleafure. 

The other experiment of Peter Neiv- 
cmey Efq; con(ifts of one acre on the fide 
of a hill, the foil fcemingly a ftiff gravelly 
loam, with many (tones in it ; one corner 
of the field low and wet, Thft^plants were 
fe.t two years laft Augujl ; the rows three 
feet four inches afunder, and one foot in 
the rows. They were cut twice the firft 

year, 



^tzvj four times lafl year; and the firft 
time this year the 17th of jipriL I found 
on the dry parts of the fields the plants on 
a medium 13 or 14 inches high, but on 
the low corner they were moftly dead. 
The beft were not thick nor of a branching 
luxuriant growth; however, the intervals 
were by no means kept clear of weeds, for 
the* furface, 1 found in general, nearly 
covered with them, notwithftanding it was 
a little loofened by a horfe-hoeing. I found 
it was cut once oftener than Dr. Tanners, 
but did not yield near fo much food ♦• 

This letter is grown to fuch an immo* 
derate. length, that you muft allow me to 
conclude it, by affuring you,; how much I 
ftm,- &c. 

Hadleigh, 
June 19th, ijSj* 

* Since the above, I have been favoured with a let- 
ter from this gentleman, in which he informs me that 
he thinks his ground not half filled, and purpofes 
plowing up the crop to re-fow it in the broadcaft me-- 
thod; and adcJS) that he was not exaSE in regiftering 
the cattle maintained by it. 
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, L E T T fi R Hi 

I 

FROM Hadleigb I continued my Jour- 
ney to Sudbury y an exceeding dirty, 
Biit a great manufadiuring town. I made 
fuch enquiries as were moft likely to gain 
fome good information relative to their 
manufaftures ; and my intelligence ran as 
follows: it contains a great number of 
hands, who earn their livelihood by work- 
ing up the wool from the ilieep's back to 
the weaving it into fays and burying- 
crape, which are their principal articles. 
The fpinning is here a poor buiinefs; a 
ftout girl* of 15 or 16, not being able to 
earn above 6 ^. a day 3 but the combing is 
the beft of all their employments, yielding 
from 12 J. to 14 J, a vveek j the weavers 
of the fays and burying-crape cai'n frcw 
7 J. to 9 s. but the firll price the moft com- 
mon. Befides thefe articles they weave fhip- 
flags, whicb employ the women, and girls 
of feven or eight years of age, yielding the 
latter about 2 j. 6 ^. or 3 x. a week. The 
whole manufaftory works chiefly for the 
London, markets; but fome fays go down 

theyr 
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their nvtr (which is navigable from hence 
to Mamngtree) for exportation. 

Ejffefc from Sudbury is entered by an 
high hill, from the top of which is an ex« 
ccedi^g fine profpeft into Suffdlk. The 
country, all the way to Braintree^ fe in 
getieral good aYid rich; ietts from lo x. to 
I ^ /• per acre. 

Around Henningbam^ which is fix miles 
from Sudbury^ hops are much cultivated ; 
more than 200 acres are railed near that, 
town, and let on a medium at about 3 /• 
an acre, unlefs hired with a farm ; in 
which cafe they are let cheapen The ope- 
rations attending a crop, with the expen» 
(es, are as fpUowjs ; 

7060 roots, at 5/. -^ 11^ o 
Planting, - - - 059 
pigging anddrefliog, I2J, each i ^j, 6| 

» 

i^otey This price of la x. per acre 
for digging, (and their fpit is 
nine inches) is exceedingly 
cheap ; notwithdanding thj 
lioofenefs of the foil from coi)*? 
j^^nt^y deep tillage* 



■•■^p 



Carry over^^ 3 4. 9 
f'l Tying 



4 or 5 horfes* 
30 fl^eep. 

X ni^ii. 
I boy. 

3 labourgrs^ 

« 

labour; 

In winter, i if. a day, and fmall beer^ 
In hay-time, i s. and beer, and ^ dinner^ 
In harveft, 2 s. and beer. 
Reaping, 4^^. an acre. 
Mowing corn, 1 s^ 3 ^. and if. 4 ^^ 
Giafs, I s. 6 d. 



PROVISIONS, .£^f, 




d. 


Bread, 


2 /f r Ib^ 


Butter, 

1 ' 


6^ 


Candles, 


7 


Mutton, - 


44 


Beef, 


4 


Veal, 


4 


Cheefe, 


34. made at horaCf 


Coals, - 


^^ 1 

4 1 per bufhel. 


Tliree njiles fliort of Braintree is Gof- 


* 
« 


field. 
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^U, well noted for the feat of Lord Ciare^ 
who has an exceeding fine park ; but TL 

'Jake the oppprtupity of mentioning him 
here, chiefly on account of a ftroke in 
agriculture, moftunufual in j^atj which* 
}s the ufing oxen inftead of horfes, for all 
the purpofes of draught. His lordfliip, 
fome years ago, keeping ^ farm in his 
hands, and . making many improvements 
in his park, introduced this praflice from 
Gloucefierjbire^ by purchafing a team of 
pxen, with all their geers, and . hiring a 
driver in that country for the inftru6lion 
of his own people; at the fame time he 
took a plan of a very complete ox-houfei^: 
with fundry adjoining conveniences, which 
he ereSed at Gosfield. 

This fcheme you may be very fure was 
highly ridiculed by all the neighbouring 
faimers, who would as foon believe that 
an ox could fpeak as draw ; but experience 
and ocular demonftration convinced them 
of the contrary ; and in one inftanee re- 
markably, for a waggon with horfes being 

feit in the village, arid the ox -team paffing 
by accidentally, the horfes wxre taken ofi^. 
lifter much rallying, and the oxeij clapt 

too i 
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too ; who, to the amazement of the be^ 
holders, drew it put in triumph. 

His lordfhip ufed them for. the culture 
of his farm, as long as he kept it in his 
lands 3 and had once near' 30 in conftantf 
work : he has ever fince done all his bufi- 
nefs with them^ fuch as carting inhispark 
and plantations, carrying timber, and 
bringing coals, &c\ from Colcbejier for his 
family. By very cxa£l cpmparifbns be- 
tween tl^e expences of his oxen and the 
horfes which he fprmerjy kept for the fame 
purpofes, he clearly found there was a vafl:" 
faving by ufing the firft. Their food has 
cbnftantjy been hay in winter^ and good 
grafs in fummer, without any oats. But 
notwithftanding the clear fuperiority, none 
of the farmers have fpllpwed the example, . 
although a number of boys in the pari(h, 
and many labourers have gainifd a full 
knowledge of their management, and are 
as expert in driving them and breaking 
young beafts to the yoak, as any of their 
men can be with their horfes^ 

You will excufe my being thus particu- 
lar, in my account of this introdu6lion of 
oxen into EJfex}, hut the novelty of the 
thing in that county (his lord/hip's being 

the 
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the only team in it) the ridicule caft on It 
by the farmers, and the unintiSrrupted fuc-t 
cefs it met with, has induced me to be 
more minute than otherwife I fhould have 
been. Before I quit Gosfield^ I muft inform 
you, that Lord Clare has a piece of burnct 
for the ufe of his de^r in winter, which an- 
fwers extremely well. 

From Gosfield I proceeded to Bocktng 
and Braintree^ places adjoining, and ex-? 
ceedingly full of manufa6lurcrs, who work 
up fays in general and fome druggets. Bjr 
all the accounts I could gaiiji of the 
weavers, I found that they earned on an 
average about 9 j. a week ; wool combers 
about 12 jr. ftout girls, 15 or 16 yeais old, 
four-pence or five- pence a day at fpinning; 
and girls of feven or eiglit, i j. a week • 
fpr rolling the weavers quills; all.thefe 
prices are lower than the Sudbury ones. • 
They further informed me, that in fum- 
mer they did whatever hufbandry-^work 
they were able, being better paid for it ; 
fuch as hoeing turnips and wheat, making 
)i3y, and harvefting. 



PRO. 
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JSread, r - 2 per lb. 

lyfutton, • - 5 

Beef, .' Y 3| 

Veal, r *• > 

One man who had a wife an4 foiir chiK 
idjren, informed me that they ?at half % 
bttfliel of whcat-flkjur every week. 

Another rout to Braintree, yery wel| 
^pcoith an hufbandman's travelling, though 
not the direfl road, js hy Samftrdy U^rd^ 
Jieldy and Salin^. About Satrrford^ the foil 
is naturajly very good, and greatly improv- 
ed by hoUow draining. The foil js a ftiff 
clay, but when drained, is an exceedingly* 
fertile, found, dry, and what the farmers 
call mellow land. The arable letts from 
1 2 to 16 i. per acre, and the grafs from 
155. to aguineia. Clay- lands generally 
arc fo retentive of water, and fo apt to 
bake with a hot fun, that the culture of 
them is a matter of great difficulty, both* 
in the pulverization of them, and the gain- 
ing early feed-times i but thefe clays whei> 

hollovy[ 
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hollow drained^ ai*e of {o 6ry a nature, 
that after heavy rains they Very foon admit 
the plough, nor does wet weather give the 
moulds that adhefion which is fo perni- 
cious in many countries. Whatever the 
weather is, the mQulds expofed to the fur« 
face are always porous, and drop into pow« 
der upon the (lighteft impreflion of the 
foot, which is a circumftance of sincompa- 
rahle value ; for no foils contain half the 
virtues of clays, when reduced to moulds. 
The farmers are by no means backwards 
in making the beft advantage of fuch an 
excellent fbiJ. They manage it with due 
judgment, and reap accordingly uncom- 
mon crops. * A common courfe with them 
is, I. fallow, 2. barley, 3. oats. Alfo, i. 
fallow, 2. wheat, 3. oats. Likewife, i. 
fallow, 2. barley, 3. clover till June, 4,. 
wheat. Another, i. fallow, 2. barley, 3. 
beans ; but few turnips are fown. For 
wheat they plough 4 times, fow 2 bufhels, 
and reap upon a medium 3 quarters ; and 
upon the better fort of land 3 and i. For 
barley they plow five times; four in the fal- 
low year, throwing the land on to the ridge 
for winter by the fourth ; then the^ take 
the firft opportunity olf hard frofts to car- 
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tf on their cbmpofts, at the fat6 of 20 ancJ 
30 loads per acre, which are farnb-yarcl 
dung mixed up with the turf that grow^ 
around the barley fields, and prepared 
ready for the feafon of carrying; after 
fpreading this manure, they take the firft 
opportunity of the lands being dl y enough 
to plow and low the. barley, from the laft 
week in ¥ebruary\ to the middle of April \ 
but if the feed is not in the ground in 
March they defpair of a great crop. The)^ 
low 4 buftiels per acre, and reap, upon 
lands managed iii the preceding manner, 
5-i quarters />^r acre y and at a medium, of 
all their barley-lands in general, 4^ quar-^ 
ters. For oats they plow once, fometimeS 
twice, fow 4 bufhels, and gain in return, 
4 quarters. Beans they plow for twice, 
(fometimes but once) fow 2 bufliels^ and 
I'eap 4 quarters. 

I cannot help obferving, that the above 
barley-culture is the moft perfedl I have 
met with, and incomparably good; it is 
an excellent practice . to plow and fow in 
the fpring, and give preparatory plough- 
ings when the feed fhould be in the earth > 
for early fowing is a point almoft fufficient 
to turn the fcale in favour of bad land, in 

comparifon 
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comparifon with good otherwise managed: 
In Suffolk they generally give 3 fpring ftir- 
rings, by which means it is common to fee 
them fowing barley in May; but no great 

or good crops can be gained fo. Their 

grafs*lands are likewife very rich in this 
neighbourhood, which may be judged of 
by the produft of their cows, which at a 
medium is reckoned at 8 /. per head, whei^ 
well fed. The particulars of a farm hcr^ 
ivere as follows : 

300 acres. 
200 arable. 
100 grafs. 
30 cows. 
10 fatting beafts; 
200 Iheep. 
lohorfes. 
3 fervants. 
8 labourers. 



Of another : 

220 acres. 
1 80 arable. 
40 grafs. 
, 20 cows. 



80 
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, to idhcep. 
io horfes. 

3 fcrvants. 

4 labourers. 

LABOUR. 

« 

411 wihter to hay time, i ^. a day an3 

fcnill beer, (ufea to be but lo^.) 
Mowing, i^. 6Ji a day arid beer: per zcri 

is.td. and i j. 8 ^. 
In harveft, 30 j. the hdrveft and board: 

lafts generally a month. 
Thrafliing wheat, (in commdii years) 2 1* 

a quarter, barley and oats, &c. is. ' 
Hoeing turnips twice, 6 x. 6 d. per acre. 
Hollow draining from is. 8 d. to 3 /• a 

fcore rods. 

Much the fame hufbandry continiles till 
you come to the lighter lands near Brain^ 
tree I but at Saling the culture of barley up* 
on the above dcfcribed principjies, is car- 
ried to what I believe I may venture to 
call the higheft pitch olf perfection, by John 
Teldbam^ Efq; who, upon an average of 
ibafons and crops^ manured and not ma* 

nured^ 
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iiured) has for many years reaped 7 quar^ 
terser aa*es and yet it is not an uncom- 
mon cuftom with him to take a crop of 
oats after one of barley 1 and this upon 
one year's fallow without any peculiar cir- 
cumftances beiides common good huiban- 
dry : his foil a ftrong clay, as before defcri- 
4bed, well drained. I mention this remark* 
able inftance of excellent hufbandry with 
due veneration ; the worthy author of it 
well deferves being ranked among the firft 
cultivators of his age ; and to receive the 
fame tribute of applaufe which the Duba^, 
melsy and the 4e Cbateauvieux have enjoyed 
for their attention to objefts oif a more 
equivocal rqerit. I fhould remark that the 
farmers throughout this traft of country 
make their hollow drains only one rod 
afunder. 

From Braintr^e to Chelmsford the foil is 
rich and fertile, and the country very plea- 
iant. Their courfe of hufbandry is, in 
general, i. Fallow. 2. Barley. 3. Clover. 
4. Wheats and i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. 
JSarley; then manure well and wheat 
again : fometimes beans thrown in, which 
they fow broad-caft, and hoe twice. For 
wheat they plough thrice, ^fow an amazing 
.^ G quantity, 
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quantity, from 34^ to 6 birfhefs, (greater 
by far than ever I heard of ) ^and rocfcon 
3 qrs. a middling crop. They give two 
earths for barley 3 fow tbree bufliels, and 
get on a medium 3 qrs. For oats they 
plough thrice ; fow three bufhels, (as little 
as fix bulhels of wheat much) 3 (Quarters 
they reckon the medium^ For beans they 
plough but once ; fow two bufliels arid an 
half; and get on a medium 3 qrs. andi^, 
or 4 qrs. They ftir their lands twice for 
peafc; fow two bufhels and half, hoe them 
twice, and reckon the mean crop a^ 5 qr8. 
In their lighter lands they frequently fow 
turnips, plough for them twice, hoe them 
twice, and fow barley after them. They 
tife both foot and wheel-ploughs, frequent- 
ly with four horfes, and do fomething bet- 
ter than an acre a day. As to the feeding 
hogs vv'ith clover, they know little of the 
practice, thinking it dangerous. Their 
ilairies are pretty large } and they reckon 
the profit of a cow at 5 /. a year. 

A remarkable particular I obferved iu 
their hufbandry, was the care with which 
they drain their wet lands. They make 
hollow drains, the main ones two feet 

<deep, and the branches zz inches; they 

fey 
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lay feme finall wood at the bottom, and a 
]good deal of ftraw upon it, and then covef 
the whole with eaith. The price of this 
work is t^^o-pfence p$r rod and their fmalN 
beer. It were much to be wifhed that this 
pra6lice was more general, for it is an ad- 
mirable 6ne> and well defcrves imitation* 
They find their wet lands, and efpcoially 
thofe which are flat, to be {o difficult to 
drain with the common water-thoroughs, 
Ihatitheir crojpsare frequently damaged by 
Wet years, unlefs they lay them dry in thi» 
knanner. 

State of a farm near Braintreei , 
130 acres, 
ioo /. rent. 
12 horfes* 
120 fheep^ 
30 cows. 
2 men. 
I boy. 

1 labourer tonftant, beddes others 
ftt bufy times* The land muft be incom- 
jparably good to maintain fuch a flocks 

L A B O U Ri 

l!h winter, i ^r. 2 ^Z. a day. 

«In hay-time, is.6d. and beer# 

^ Ga In 
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n harvefty 2 s» ami beer* 
Reaping wheats 8 s. an acre# 
Mowing barley, i /. Sd. 
Mowing oats, is. 6 J. 

■ Grlfs, 2 s. 
Mow and make hay, ^s.6d. 
Hoeing turnips, 2 i. 6 ^. each time« 
«i Beans and peafe, ditto. 



PROVISIONS. 


Bread, - - i\d. 


per lb. 


Butter, - - 6 


• 1 


Candles, - yi 




Chcefe, - - 4 




Mutton, - 4 




Beef, - - 4 


I 


Veal, - - 4^ 


4 



IMPLEMENTS. 

A waggon, 20/. -^ 
A cart, bi 6s. r 
A plough, 1 r. 10 s. 

You will excufc; my faying any thing of 
Chelmsford: It is a pretty, neat, and well 
built town, but the fcene of my remarks 
is the country ; and thofe particulars which 
fome will call trifling, and, others mean, 
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you muft expe£t me to dwell moft upon, 
I forgot to remark that all the cart horfes 
I faw from SuSury to Chelmsford^ were of 
a remarkable large fize. 

From the latter town I proceeded to J3//- 
lericay-, the country very rich, wcxxly, and 
pleafant, with abundance of exceeding fine 
landfcapes over extenfive valleys. The 
hufbandry, I apprehend, not equal to that 
in ufe about Chelmsford ^Aov their principal 
courfe is fallowing for wheat, then fbwing 
oats and laying down with clover and ray« 
grafs 5 which is a very faulty cuftom on 
land which, like this, lets in general from 
15 f. to 20 5. an acre; nor did I fee many 
good crops. The prindpal manure they 
ufe about Billericayy is chalk, which they 
fetch in waggons from Grays^ and cofts 
them in general by the time they get it 
home, 54.^. or 6^. abufticl: theyfeldom 
ufe it alone, but mix it with turf frelh dug, 
and farm-yard dung, and then lay it on 
for wheat, now- and then for turnips, 
which are, however* feldom fown in that 
neighbourhood. All this manure is feme- 
times fprcad at the expence of 10 /. an 
acre, 

G z PRO- 
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PROVISIONS, 



s. 



Wheat, - - - 7 


o a bufl\el< 


Beef, - _ - o 


44 ^''^ lb. 


Mutton, - - - o 


5 ditto. 


Lamb, r- - - o 


54 <iitto. 


Veal, . r T o 


5 ditto. 


Butter, - - - p 


S ditto. 



From BJJlencay towards I'ilbury^ thft 
hjufbandry continues much the fame : but 
one thing is very obfervable, and that is, 
the prodigious fize o£ the. farms j feveoi^ 
flight, nin^ hundred j and one thoufand 
pounds a year, are not uncommon. • Mr. 
Finch of Billericay rents 1300 /. ai year; 
and. the famous farmer Mr. Bufton of 
Mucking^ near Horndon^ farms of his oyirn, 
and what he hires togetlier 2500 /. a-yearj; 
and it was faid^ he was going to increafe 
it by purchafing 200/. a year more, which 
he would take into his own hands. He 
keeps 102 horfes. The rent of thefe large 
farms runs generally about 10 i. an acre. 

You recollect my fehtiments concerning 
the Norfolk farms 5 but thefe in point of 

7 fize 
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iize far exceed them. Indeed! tlyought 
Norfolk had b?en, of all other counties, 
the moil famous for large farms, but this 
iatelligence undeceived me : An Effex-rmn 
woiiM hear you with (corn talk of any 
farmers be'mg equal to theirs; afid they 
certainly have fome reafon for this boaft* 
ing;» Many of the occupiers in what ihey 
€all' the hundreds, poflefiing three, four,, 
and five hundred pounds a ycsir of their own, 
beiides what they rent of others. As to the 
public good, thefe exceeding large farms 
arc not of the greatell advantage i but here 
^*diftin£tion is to be made between the 
Norfolk ones and thefe j for the latter being 
iituated in a rich foil, might be fplit into 
finaller farms, to infinitely greater benefit 
than the former, which require each a con«* 
fiderable flock of fheep. The Norfolk 
farms likewife, having 'been nearly all 
iheep-walks, could only be impioved by 
marie, aad of courfe by thofe who were 

able to take large tracts of land ; for 

it is demonllrable, that had thefe vvalks 
been cut into 7^/?// farms, they never would 
liave been improved, the cxpencc is lo 
great. Large farms therefore have been 
(and will be, as to all future improve- 

G 4 ments) 
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ments) in that coantry, of as great pubfie, 
as well as private benefit, as fmaller ones 
in any other can be. Whatever land letts 
for ten fliilJings and upwards^ v^ithout any 
fuch improvement as the Norfolk marling,^ 
it is proof fufficient that it might be rented 
in fmall quantities. 

Of all the curfed roads that ever dif- 
graced this kingdom, in the very ages of 
barbarifm, nor.e ever equalled that from 
Billericay to the King^s^bead at Tilbury. It 
is for near 12 miles fo narrow, that a moufe 
cannot pafs by any carriage j I faw a fellow 
creep under his waggon to aflift me td 
lift, if poflible, my chaife over a hedge. 
The rutts are of an incredible depth- 
and a pavement of diamonds might as well 
be fought for as a quarter. The trees every 
where over-grow the road, fo that it is 
totally impervious to the fun, except at ^ 
few places : And to add to all the infa- 
mous circumftances, which concur to 
plague a traveller, I muft not forget the 
eternally meeting with chalk-waggons';, 
themfelves frequently ftuck faft, till a col-- 
ledlion of them are in the fame fituation, 
that twenty or thirty horfes may be tacked 
to e^ch, to draw them out one by one. 

Aft«- 
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After this defcription^ will you- ■ can 
you believe me when I tell you, that a 
tumjnke was much folicited for by fome 
gentlemen, to lead from Chelmsford to the 
ferry at Tilbury fort, but oppofed by the 
bruins of this country— whofc horfes 
are worried to death with bringing chalk 
through thofe vile roads. I do not imagine 
that the kingdom produces fuch an inftance 
of deteftable ftupidity; and yet in this 
tra£l are found numbers of farmers, who 
cultivate above 1 000 A a yean Befides 
thofe already mentioned^ we find a Skinner 
and a Towerf who each rent near 1500 /• 
a year, and a Read almoft equal; but who 
are all perfedly well contented with their 
roads, 

I forgot to tell you, that near Horndon^ 
on the fummit of a vafl hill, the mofi: 
aftoQifhing profpe^l that ever was beheld 
by human eyes, breaks almofl at once upon 
one of the dark lanes. Such a prodigious 
valley, every where painted with the fineft 
verdure, and interfe<5led with numberlefs 
hedges and woods, appears beneath you, 
that it is pafl defcription; the T^hames 
winding through it, full of fhips, and 
bounded by th^ hills of Kisnt. Nothing 

can 
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can exceed this amazing profpe^t, tmlefs it be 
that which jF£r;y0/^tf/ exhibited to his difcon- 
folate troops, when he bade them behold the 
^ories of the Italian plains ! If ever a turn- 
pike fhould lead through this country, I 
beg you will go and view this enchanting 
profpefl, though a journey of 40 miles is 
iieceliary for it, I never beheld any thing 
equal to it in the Weft of Englandy th?it 
yegion of landfcape. 

. |Cii>g*s-Head, TilburjTj^ 
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TItBURY Port yields not a mo^ 
merit's amufement in recompenfe 
fpr the hours you may probably wait for 
the • ferry t We were tolerably lucky, and 
^er much bullying and fome fair word$> 
reduced the wretched time of waiting to 
about an hour. Gravejind is a deteftable 
exhibition of the worft out-lkir t§ of Lo?i^ 
^/w.— — It is Wapping in miniature', I had^ 
fome bufineis which led me to T^bong^ and 
was amazed to find no way of getting at 
it but through narrow lanes, as over- 
grown and dark as thofe of EJfcx : this 
parifh and S&orn contains as much roman- 
tic variety of landfcape as ever I beheld; 
the hills are wild, fteep, and almofl: cover- 
ed with wood, and rife into bold varia- 
tions, between the breaks of which, vaft 
profpeds of the valley beneath, and the 
Thames vvinding through it, * are every now 
and then feen ; and from the tops of fome 
of them moft prodigious profpefls of the 
whole country at large. The foil about 

thefe 
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thefe hills is in general fandy and gravel, 
but had extreme good crops of pats on it, 
and tolerable ones of barley, with veiy fine 
clover and ray-gra(s: Some hop-grounds, 
but none equal to many others I faw. Mr. 
Neale at ^bong had fome drilled peafe, 
which looked very well, and about two 
acres of burnet on a fandy gravel ; it had 
been fed, but made no appearance. The 
land l^tts in general about thefe hills for 
S s. an acre ; including the wild parts of 
them, which arc over-run with gorfe and 
whins. 

Between Shorn and the turning off to 
Gravefend in the way to Londoriy I obferved 
two fields of exceeding fine broad-caft Lu- 
cerne;, one of them of feveral growths, 
having been cut at various times for feed* 
ing cattle in racks; and from the number 
of oats among it, I apprehend it was fo wn 
with that grain laftyear, and thofe appear- 
ing when I faw it, fprung from the fcat- 
tered ones. It pleafed me greatly to fee 
fuch fertile land put to this ufe; for the 
farmer mufl: have a very good opinion of 
this grafs to apply fuch rich foils to its 
production; land letting here from 20s. 
to 30 J. an acre. I obferved many very 

fine 
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fine crops of fainfoine moviring for hzji 
between the latter named place and Dart^ 
ford. The foil all chalk. The road made 
entirely of it ; and by means of attending 
it well^ is kept very free from holes, and 
is hard and leveL The beauty of all this 
country (which, in re(pe£l of hill and dale, 
is finely variegated) is wretchedly hurt by 
the abominable cuftom of ftripping up aU 
the trees; infomuch, that they look like 
hop-poles. This vile cuflom is attended 
with not a (ingle advantage ; all the timber 
is ruined, and a very fmall quantity of 
faggot- wood gained. 1 obferved fcarce any 
thing but elms. The beans and wheat 
were exceeding good, and the oats very 

forward- 
Between Dart ford and Shooter^ t-biU^ at 

Bexley^ the hufbandry is very good : I ob- 

ferved it particularly, and gained (bme 

information, which is worth minuting. 

The land letts from 1 6 j. to 40 s. per acre ; 

but in general about 20 ^. One farmer in 

Bexley hires 200 acres, at guineas. Their 

courfe pf hufbandry is, 1. Peafc j the pods 

for the London market, got off time enough 

to give two ploughings for, 2. Turnips. 

3. Barley or oats, generally the former. 

4. Wheat : 
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tafte to determine ; but If the parts of <me 
whole a£t at all by contraft, it furely is an 
advantage to combine numerous and Hrh- 
king objects. Nothing can be more truly 
rural than the (cenes which this park itfelf 
exhibits beneath, and feem fufficiently in 
the landjcape^^lc^ to take off the uneafi- 
nefs we feel from viewing a mere frofpeS. 
From Higbgatey where you look over a 
great plain, with London in the center of 
it, this uneaiinefs is flrongly felt : and for 
this reafon I fhould prefer the abience of 
the capital to its prefence in a view that 
had not fomething flrikingly rural and pic«- 
.turefque to operate by contraft. ^ere? 
If the latter fcenes do not acquire in the 
eye of the imagination a more jircadian 
bloonty as Sbenjione calls it, from appearing 
in the fame piece with fo vaft a city ? 
On the other hand, by the metropolis ap* 
pearing, the pidlure is rendered too com- 
plete J for nothing is left to the fancy : the 
river with fuch amazing traffic, a fcene for 
ever moving, would fet the imagination at 
work in a moment tb paint that city which 
all lead to, and confequently figure it infi* 
nitely beyond the reality ; fomething (hould 
in all views be left to the ideas of the be* 

' holderi 
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Lolder. I Ihall not, however, quit this, 
ddicious park without obferving, that the 
ifle of Dogs, and the low grounds of EJjex^ 
are no addition to the profpeft. What a 
glorious effect would refult from a bold 
hanging fhore covered with wood ! 

The hofpital is a very noble building ; 
the frcmts chafte and elegant \ but there 
Wants a more magnificent center than the 
ranger's houfe in the park; which, from 
the river, has the effe6t of being defigned 
as a part of the whole. The fronts, on 
each fide the fquare, facing each other, are 
very beautiful; the pillars light and ele- 
gant, and thofe parts of ^e building which 
rife higher than the center at each end, 
have an admirable efFe£t. When there are 
no detached wings, fome variation fhould 
mark the ends to prevent an abruptnefs, 
but the defigning them in a jud ta(le is 
feldom effected ; they too often break the 
unity, and confequently divide the fpeda«- 
tor'9 attention ; but thefe are perfectly. free 
from this fault. I£ I may, however, ven- 
ture to iniinuate a fault in thefe fronts, it 
is the height of the roof which appears be- 
tween the center and the ends : it rifes too 
inuch^ giving fometbing of a heavinefs to 

H the 
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ta tlie building* The painted hall is a tioisk 
room 80 by 40, and 40 high in the center, 
with a very beautiful cupola at one end, and 
a detached area at the other, of 40 by 35, 
and 30 high. The painted ceiling is by 
fome much admired, but I cannot find in 
it any^ thing above a very mediocrity. 

The chapel is much the moft worth fee- 
ing 5 the proportion is exceedingly beauti- 
ful, and fornas one of the fineft rooms ta 
be feen in England -^ it is 100 by 50, and 
50 high : the ornaments arc all white and 
gold J the cornice very elegafnt ; and the 
ceiling of the altar truly beautiful j the or- 
gan is fine. It is obfervable, that although 
a gallery, in the flile of a fhelf, runs on 
each fide the room, yet it has not an heavy 
cfteft J which muft refult from a peculiar 
harmony of proportion. Nothing of thi» 
fort can ever be added to a room, without 
hurting the general cfFc6t ; but in this the 
mifchief is kfs than I any ^here remem^ 
ber it. The little ceiling piece of the ahar 
by Brown^ reprelenting cherubims, is ek- 
gant, and perhaps worthy the pencil of 
A.bano binilclf 

On Bluckbeath^ finely fituatcd, is the 

feat, or Sir Gregory Page : it is a noble 

f buildlngf 
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bmlding^ with two handfome fron^ ) that 
to the fouth is crnamcnttd with an lonst 
portico* The hall is a very elegant rooni^ 
adorned with handfome pillars, and other 
ornaments in a juft taftc. Out of it, on 
the left hand» you ent^r the dining-room^ 
well proportioned, with a fmall recefs for 
the fideboard. The fitting up, rich carv- 
ing and gilding, on a \Mite ground ; chim*" 
ncy-piece of white marble, polifhed and 
very beautiful. It opens into the gallery» 
which is 60 feet long, 20 broad, and 20 
high, hung with crimifon; ceiling, cor- 
mce> door^cafes, and all the ornaments 
exceedingly elegant gilt carving, on white 
grounds. In this room are the following 
pidtures* 



Bnttmi. 



Judgment of Solomon^ painted 
in a very pleafing ftile; the 
figures and group fine; but 
the diffuiion of the light very 
incorrcft. The expreffion of 
it acrofs the child on the floor 
is good; but from whence 
comes it ? It is by no means 
in unifon with the refl« 
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Teier Vandermerjf. Adam and EDe^ ftnd 

Strattmicey two pieces : the fe- 
male figures are uncommonly 
foft) delicate, and elegant 9 
the expreflion of the naked is 
very brilliant and vaftly plea- 
fing- 



Meirh, 



A poulterer's fhop, and a 
fishmonger's ditto, its compa-* 
nion. Very minute expref- 
fion, highly finifhed : the ex- 
a£t imitation of the balket 
will make yoafmile with plea* 
fure. 



Rubens* 



Juno and Ixiott. 

Rubens and his Mifi:refs« 

David and Abigail. 

Thefe pieces, which are find; 
are in his general ftile, the fe« 
males capitally plump, but in 
my opinion they are not of a 
ftriking expreffion. A fruit 
and fowl-piece by Snyders^ the 
figuresof this mafter: Seders' 
ihare in this piece feems to be 
much fuperior to Ruben^. The^ 

dofe 
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dofc and lively imitation of 
nature in the fruit and fowls 
is very fine. 

B^Jfan. ' Landfcape with cattle. The 

angels appearing to the (hep- 
herds. Dark, coar(e» and un- 
pleafing; they totally want 
that brilliancy of colouring, 
which is often met with in 
this mafter's pieces. 

Next we entered the drawing room, 25 
by 20| ornamented in a very rich and ele- 
gant tafte ; the chimney-piece very hand« 
fome. It is adorned with twelve pictures, 
containing the hiftory of Cupid and Ffycbe^ 
by Juca Giordam^ very fine. Out of this 
you go into the faloon, 35 by 25, the 
chimney-piece pi which is exquifitely ele- 
gant ; the door-cafes and all the ornaments 
beautiful j the flgbs very fine, and the pier- 
glafles large. The principal pictures are. 

The Good Samaritan^ by Baldelocbi^ an 
unpleafing piece. 

Q^brere. Return of the Prodigal Son : 

a dark unpleafing pi£ture; the 
H 3 attitude 
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attitude of the fon is dlfguft* 
ing and incxprcffivc. 

The dreffing-room is very beautifully or- 
nathented^ and contains a moft capital 
colIe6lion of pi6lures 5 particularly twelve 
pieces by the Chev. Vanderwerff^ which are 
'worthy of a month's inceffant admirationj 
the fubjefts are as follows : 

Shepherds arid jhepherdejfes dancing. The 
attitudes of thefe figures are inimitable, 
and Iketched with miich more grace than 
might be expected from a painter who 
jinijhedio exquifitely. The colouring of 
the naked, the foft and delicate expreflion 
of the roundnefs of the breaft and limbs, 
and the wonderful brilliancy of the whole 
piece, which is finiftied to an aiVoniihing 
degree of elegance, are all inimitable. 

^e Roman charity. Very elegant 5 the 
naked of the woman fine. 

Venus and Cupid. Beyond all imagina- 
tion elegantly pleafing \ the naked body of 
Venus is more beautiful than one could 
have thought the power of colours could 
have reached. The foftnefs. is fuch, that 

• " " the 



i 'OS 1 

the flefli feems as if it would yield to the. 
touch I and the harmony of the colouring 
£o bewitching^ that a more tempting deli* 
cious figure cannot be conceived : the ge- 
neral brilliancy is very capital, nor can any 
piece be in higher prefervation. 

:yofepb and Potipbar's wife. Never paintet 
was more happy in the choice of his fub« 
jefts : for fure the difference between na* 
ked women in the age of pleafure, and 
the martyrdom of faints, form a contrail 
iufiiciently decifive. Potipbars wife is ex* 
quifitely painted* 

King Zekucus giving bis kingdom to bis 
fm^ Extremely ^ne» 

Batbjheba batbin^. Exquifitely done. 

» 

» 

^be Cboice <yf Hercules. The figure of 
Vice is made in this picture (as it is .in the 
works of the poets) much the moft tempt- 
ing lady ; (he is indeed inimitably foft and 
delicate. 

Mary Magdalen reading in a grottt^ 
Aftonifhingly executed ; the attitude^ colour- 

H 4 ing, 
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}ng» foftneisof expreflion beyond all dt^ 
Icription : remark particularly the plaiti 
of the fle{b« occalioned by her leaning for<» 
wards, under her left breaft, amazing ! the 
feet alfo prodigioufly fine. 

Mejfage from the angels to the fbepheri^ 
Very fine. The light com^s all from the 
angel, who is in a pofition not advanta* 
geous for diffiifing it agreeably^ 

Our Sofoiour and Mary Magdalen. Fi- 
nifhed like the reil in a furprifing manner. 
There appears an unnatural twift in hcf 
thigh and leg. 

Cbev. Vanderwerffy bis wife and daugbtftu 
Very fine. 

This is a very flight flcetch of the furpri'* 
fmg excellencies of thefe pifilures. No pnc 
can view this boufe without regretting the 
want of a day to view each piece in. I do 
not remember having feen qny thing in the 
fame ftile nearly equal to them but ]^ord 
Orfordf^ David and Abifhag^ by the famQ 

Wiaften 
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* Jn this room are Ukewife Jour exceeding 
fine pieces of fruits and Jhwers^ by Van 
JSuyfum} thofe containing the grapes are 
beyond all defcription exquifite» the infe£b9 
drops of water, and the cores of the fruit 
appearing through the (kin, are wonder- 
i^yfine. 

• 

ji Land/cape; The trees, and the tU 
predion of th? light through their branches 
exceeding fine. 

Next we entered the crimfon bed-cham« 
ber, which is very handfomely ornament* 
ed. The bed is placed in a part feparated 
from the reft of the room by pillars. The 
dimenfions 30 by 1 6. This room opens 
into the library, 45 by 20 ; the pillars are 
handfome, but divide the room not in an 
agreeable manner. 

I fhould further remark to you, that the 
particulars of the fitting up and f umifhing, 
not mentioned in the preceding account, 
are very handfome and elegant. The rooms 
are hung v^ith crimfon, and green filks and 
damafks, and the cornices, ceilings, door- 
cafes, flab, fofa, and chair-frames, all 
carved and gilt in a good tafte* The chim- 
ney- 



]iey>-^eces are all very beautiful ; bdng oF 
white marble poiiflied, and fome of them 
elegantly decorated with wreaths and ftC- 
toons of wrought miirble. Moft of the 
(labs are very fine, of various marbles* 
There is a very beautiful coUedtion of or^- 
namental Drefden^ and Cbelfea porceliane, 
fcattered about the houfe. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread, - - 2/^rlb« 
Butter, . - 8 
Beef, - .4^ 
Mutton and Veal, 5 
Cheefe, * - 4 



From London fome buiinefs called me to 
feveral villages betwe«i Barnet and Hat^ 
field in Hertford/hire : The country there is 
jchiefly grafs, the corn-igrounds by no 
means carried fuch good crops as I 
expected ; but the foil is in many places 
iloney and gravelly. Grafs is what pays 
beft : it fells frequently for 50 s. 60 % and 
70 s. a load; which is 36 trUfles^ each 

' J6 
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56 J6. Two things here are very bad^ 
their ditches and their ploughs ; both veiy 
material to a farm. Too many of the 
hedges are dead onesj boughs interlaced 
four feet high in flakes, and white thorn 
planted by the fide of it, intermixed with 
fallow ftakes, and without any ditches: 
this pra£lice is a wretched one, for the 
fallow is fo quick a grower as to overtop 
the thorns and drip them to death, nor is 
it of any ufe as a fence itfelf, growing rag- 
ged and open at bottom. In Suffolk^ &c. 
every one that is curious in fences, keeps 
all plants from among the thorns, becaufe 
tione unites with them ; and gaps are for 
ever made in the hedges, by means of tak« 
ing hold of fallows, hazels, oaks, a(hes« 
or fuch plants, which are not olFenfively 
armed; whereas, a white*thorn fence is 
impenetrable; and their having no ditches, 
expofes the young plants entirely to the 
cattle. 

After they are grown up and come to be 
plaflied, they become very ftrong, though 
at a great expence of wood ; for they lay 
dov^n an immenfe quantity of boughs, 
many bigger than a (lout m^n's thigh, and 

they 
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they afterwards continuing to grow, form 
a prodigious ftrong hedge; but yet tbe 
want of ditches to them make them very 
ealy to pafs ; when new done, as eafy as a 
flile. They cut little trenches about i8 
inches wide and 12 deep, and call them 
ditches; but in many of their flat fields 
their corn in winter is half fpoiled for want 
of good ones to drain the water off. Their 
ploughs are much worfe than their hedges; 
ib exceedingly large and heavy, that the 
mere draft of the weight is fufficient for 
two horfes; a (hare commonly weighs 60 
tor 70 lb. From hence refults the prac- 
tice of never flirring with lefs than four 
horfes, on a light loofe gravel, after it has 
received three or four earths for turnips ; 
the fifth, nay the tenth would not be given 
without four flrong horfes and two Aout 
men, one to hold and another to drive, 
and never do above an acre. Much ftronger 
lands than any in this neighbourhood are, 
in Suffolk and Effex^ broke up the firft time 
with a pair of horfes and one man, who 
both ))loughs and drives ; but then one of 
thefe implements weighs as much as five 
of the ploughs of thofe counties. The 
lols, from this miflaken pra£tice, muft be 

amazingly 
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Itm^zingly great) fince the difference is 
|uft half ; for the wear of thefe immenfe 
ploughs cannot be lefs than double that of 
the little ones^ fo that a change would at 
once double the quantity of land ploughed^p 
and at the fame expence. Suppofe a farm- 
er has 200 acres of arable land,, ^nd that 
he gives them, upon an average, 3 earths 
a year ; this is ploughing 600 acres once ; 
now if we call an earth 5 x. which (and 
5 i. 6 J.) is the price in Hertford/hire^ thefc 
200 acres coft him 150 /• whereas, by di- 
viding his team, he might either fave half 
that fum, or give his land double the num- 
ber of ftirrings : befides enjoying the ca- 
pital advantage of being twice as fpeedy in 
critical feed-times ; a point of infinite im- 
portance. I (hould remark, that they do 
not plough either deeper or more true than 
in other countries; they fometimes carry a 
much broader furrow, but that is a moft 
pernicious practice, and abhorred by all 
good hufbandmen ; nor is it of any confe- 
quence to the farmer, as his teams do but 
an acre a day. ^ 

Thefc particulars are not very intereft- 
ing, but you mufl accept them inftead of 
thofe beyond my power to gain. I (hall 

^ foon 



iboti tst out from London for the Weft of 
England^ which journey will doubtlef^ 
afford much matter in my path of obfer^ 
vation. In the mean time I remain fin* 
cerely. 

Tour's, &c. 

I. A B O U R, 

Winter, is. 2d. and beer. 
Hay, 15. 6d. and ditto. 
Harveft, 2 s. td. and ditto. 
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I TOOK the Vxbridge road to Oxford^ 
(hire ; very flat and unpleafant it is ;* 
but the richncfs of the foil and culture 
makes amends for the dulnefs of the coun-» 
try. About ABon I obferved many crops 
of peafe and beans drilled, and kept per- 
feftly clean from weeds. This culture, 
with refpeft to peafe, I remarked particu- 
larly, as feveral of the crops were youngj^ 
and yttjiippdrted tbemfehesy which I have 
frequently found much wanting, in the 
cleaning drilled peafe : they are generally 
fo very weak, th^ they fall into the inter- 
vals, io as to interrupt the hoeing, and let 
weeds rife ^a^fily through them; but £?mc 
of thofe young crops flood fo upright, that 
I remarked it with furprize j and on exa-^ 
mining them found, a little ridge of 
Qioqlds drawn up in an exceeding neat 
manner to their roots to fupport them. I 
was particularly attentive to this piece of 
hufbandry, as I had never feen it perfe^i^ 
pradlifed before. 

In 



In the neighbourhood of Hsry^, are {ourid 
two kinds of foil ; one very heavy, and the 
other light turnip-land. The firmer they 
ufe chiefly for wheat and beans, but fow^ 
them in a courfe peculiar to themfelvesf 
they fallow for wheat> and after that fow 
beans; whereas in land flrong enough ta 
yield thofe crops, beans fhould be the fal- 
low, by means of thorough good clean-* 
ing> and wheat fucceed them ; which is the 
practice in the richeft parts of ^/ex. Very 
few oats or barley are fown in thefe heavy 
tra6ls. In the lighter ones thek method 
is, ip Turnips. 2* Barley. 3. Clover. 4. 
Wheat ; than which none can be better. 

LABOUR^ 

In Winter, 1 s. 6 d. and fmall beer. 

In hay-time, 2 s. and ditto. 

In harveft, 2 x. 6d. and ditto^ but chiefly 

by the piece. 
Hpeing beans, 3 x. to 5 j. an acre. This^ 

is the cheapeft work they do. 
Keaping wheat, 8 x. 
Mowing grafs, 2s.6d. 

P R O- 
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PROVISIONS. 



> 


d. 


• 


Butter, - - 8 /^ lb. 




Beefi - - 5 


• 


Mutton, - - 5 


n 


Veal, - - s 


• 


Bread, - - 2 



They {>lough here in general with fojir 
horfes, and all in a line ; a man to hold 
the plough, and a very flout lad to drive, 

r and dp one acre a day. The breed of 

# hogs, . the true Cbinefcy^ large,, bro^d, 
and iliort legged,* from Lmdon quite to 

. Wickham.- ^ - . . ^ 

Thei^is vothing nioi;e, remarkable than 

" t])£ great variations ii^^rpfUc prices, wi^h- 
oi)^ an^4Kpparef t caufe. Lhave jufl givexx 

^ you thofe aj)pvit JKyri^ whereaj they totally 
change |n five o\ fix mil^ ; ifor on examin- 
ing, them ag^ffit J feup4 tjep as folIo\|s; 

. reaping whe^at,^ 5 s^, 6 ^^|nd ^ j. ^er acjre ; 
mowings ^ats, } s^^ ba^leyi 1 ^..2; J. dayja- 

. hour in wmter, i £. Jn "Jime and July^^i s: 

\ 2 d. m harveft, is. 6 J. and hoard, tpd 
beer to all : thefe for" 16 or^j^ miles frptn 

^ X«i«</(?« are very^o^^ •JSfeftiinS..^ found 

1*'" was 



*.. ^ 
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%as alf 3(me' tp^ tii^ 4ay y^a (fav's wof^k a% 
which, was reckoned four bufh^Is of 
whjeat; fgf' eihxhfi sad ^dij^t of oats. 
The foil of the country grew poorer as I 
advanced from Hays-,- rents I found run 
in general, from 7 j.- ta 16 s. and 6 d. 
{heir middling crof)s abolit three quarter^ 
of vyheats as niuch of barleyv^nd about 
four, of pats. Ploughing likev^ife varied 
in. this fhort didance confiderably; for all 
the horfes I obferved at plotigh werp har- 

nefled in couples, four to each. 

About Hi^}} fFycom^ the '^arms are ift 
general large^ moft keep more teami ihks 
one: Mr^ Betten of Handkraforlms r'loo 
acres of arable iandv Tp fy&sk ' of a large 
faitn h^re> or in foifnc other ctJHtitries, « 
a very difierent tliiir : liefe»^e horfdl aiQ. 
always uled to a plough oftdttJOM* 1Slf 
^'uh two men} one to fuM and the othe» 
to dsivc} and au aero oi^oond they rec> 
too « good day's «»orkt if of fallowing, 
lutf, or tbitM>|bartb« ckf ao acre* I do not 
write ^)iek partV^tfnt without aftoiaipi- 
tnent: laniio uied ta obiervin|; exceeding 
^ong'iQila !a £i^i!i ploughed up at the 
rate of an «qie a day by ciac maii and a 
ipf of hoffa^ ilwilt cmnot gi^e you tbej^ 

Vila 
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vik remnants of barbarity without a great 
diEgree of difguft) had I offered to a Buc^ 
kingbamjhire farmer to fend liim a fervant 
that woul4 ploug}^ as in Suffolk^ he would 
have laog^ied in my face at my abfurdity. 
The courfe of hufbandry in this neigh- 
bourhoodc is the beft: turnips, barley, 
clover^ wheitf ; often barley after wheat: 
this again is another proofs that the foil 
does not require, more than a pair of 
hosks to plough ; for turnips are never 
ibwn but in foUs that are ibtnewhat ligbti 
On^e remark, however, X muft make, and 
that is, the fields are very hilly. Day* 
labour here, is out of proportion; i s. in 
wintefj and 2 s. in Juh/ ■ two guineas 
and board /^ month in harveft. 
.. J^fpre I kave this neighbourhood you 
xaa^ allow mt to make mention' of the 
Qoble parl( of bis Grace; the Duke of Port^ 
land^ at Buijirodf^ which is peculiaily for* 
tuQate in (ituation^ b)r meana of contrail:; 
The country adjoining is very flat, not well 
cultivated, find Jias few of thofe elegant 
-varieties which ^e pleafing to the traveller j 
Jj«t this happy ipot, which his Grace has 
choftn^ for his .p^rk^ contains not a level 

la a<;re} 
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icrc ; it is compofed' of* perpetual fwells 
and (lopes, fet off by fcattered plantation?^, 
diipoled in the jufteft tafte. The extent is 
very great, and oh the- whole appears to be 
one of the fineft parks I remember to have 
feen. ' * * 

Beech woods are remarkably prevalent 
in the traft of country between WyconA and 
Tetford'^ but they are'all fniall, appearing 
to be litfle better than underwood : the 
whole country is very hilly, and the HcH 
little elfe but chalk. -The firft thing which 
ftruck me- on leaving Wycomb town; was 
the noble feat of Lord le Defpencer:*iht 
houfe is by no means equal lo 'the beauty 
of the ornamented environs. •The^fitifa- 
tion is very agreeable, on an cminfence rifing 
from a moft elegant river, which mean- 
ders through the park a?id ^afdens, •wirti 
the happieft efFeft-;- before *th*"Tx)Ufe it 
forms an elbow, * which looks liWe * a l^rg^ 
lake, 'and on which tloats ^^ (hifT, cahi* 
pletely*rigged, with a*4dng-bdat, and an- 
other lying along-fide^ hir mafts riling 
above the adjoining frtfeS, in a mahn^r 
which adds greatly to theJ fandfoa^e. On 
th§ fummit H>f a hill^, which over-look^ 

the 
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the whole country, his lordfhip has built 
a new church, pretty much in the old 
tafte; and very near it, a ma^foleum ^--^ 
a fexanglcd open wall of flints, with ilone 
ornaments, and a row of Tufcan pillars« 
Ou the infide runs a garter of (lone around 
it^ and two. of the iix divifions are occu- 
pied with dedications to the late Earl of 
Wejimoreland^0 znd Lord Melcomb. There 
is not much to commend in the tafie of 
this building ; but it is either unfinifhed, 
or^heide^ very incomplete, and the fitua* 
tion is fuch, as to appear from . many 
points of view to be one building with the 
church, which has by no means a good 
^ffeft. One circumftance, however, muft 
not be forgot, and that is, was St. Paul 
to preach in this church, he muft furnifli 
the neighbours with more than mortal Jegs 
to become his auditors : for it was with 
the utmoft difficulty Ii could gain. the top, 
and you know pretty well .that I am ^not 
^wanting in activity i for an unwieldy fize 
was. never a ^isfoi;tunq of n>ine.. This 
.chii'cl^ appears thqi[efore ,to me, much in 
the fanje ftile^as ^eatiife cpnfiders Dotf Pc* 

I 3 ^f'l^ 
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^ro for a hafband j fit only for fefti^als, 
wifh another for common ufe — too ^kwted 
for every day. 

Before I leave IVycomby I fhoulc! tell you, 
that at an ingenious whecUwrighl's, I 
faw a new invented horfe-hoe, for plough- 
ing between the rows of peafc and heans, 
invented by Captain \Lloyd of Braden. I 
am by no means a drafts-mafi, but I will 
prefent you with fucb a (ketch as I toQk^ 
See Fig. L 

The Icpgth of the beam is nearly that of 
acpmmon plough; the fhare flat in the 
mldclle, and to the point, but lifing about 
four inches high on each iicfe, to throw a 
furgc of moulds. The contiivance haS 
merit, and the price of the whole fo low 
93 twenty fliillings. 

From Wycomb up to Stch^ \i through- 
perpetual woods of beech j the foil all 
chalk; the crops of corn in general clean 
and good> but the turnpike-road declined 
gitatly; infomuch, that \ could fcarcely 
believe myfelf on one; for hear Tetford^ 
they mend entirely of ftone, dug out of the 
hillsy which at't like cjwarritei and are in 

large 



large flakes; fo that ia Jthofe* j^aiccs which 
are juft mended, the horfe hobbles .over 
them, as if afraid of breaking his legs. .. 

About Stoke the-land' letts for 10/. ah" 
Acre. Their courfe of hufbandry, with 
accidental exceptions, is,^ 1.- Fallow, izr 
Wheat, 3. Spring-corn. 4; Clover, two 
years. .5. Fallow:- \ Good, middling crops 
ure, of wheats three quarters ^r .aqre^^of 
barley 5 ^ .of oats 4. Prices of work I 
think remarkably low. 



• * ^ 
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LABOUR. 

r 
All the yev> except at harveft» u» r 

In wheat-harveft, 2J. andb^r. x - .,^ 

t^ » 

-*•— «Spring-<:prn, ditto, i %. 6jd. w4 beer. 
Reaping wheat per acre, ,5^^ 
Mowings barley^ is., ' 

■ Oz% lod. 

•-«— «-^ GrafS) 1 s. 4^. and i i« 6Ji , 
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PROVISIONS. 

d. 

Mutton, - - ^i p^r IL 

Beef, - . 4 

Veal, . . 4^ 

Butter, - - 7 

Six horfes to a plough, and do an acre 
a day 5 fometimes not fo much.*— —From 
the top of Stoken-hil/you have one of the 
moft extenfive profpeds I ever beheld ; but 
not fo rich and |>eautifu|ly diverfified as 
that I mentioned near Bittericay. In the 
vale the foil is all chalk, and does not carry, 
above 7 s. art acre. 

•The ^country from Hetford to Oxford is 
extremely difagreeable, barren, wild, and. 
almoft uninhabited. The road called by 
a vile proflitution of language, a turn- 
pike, but chriftenedj I apprehend, by pea- 
pie who know not what a road is : it is all 
.of chalk-ftone, of which loofe ones arc 
evcjry w^ere rolling about to lame horfes. 
"it is full ot* holes, and the rutts very deep j 
and withal, (o narrow, that \ with great 
idiificulty got ni) ' chair out of the way of 
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the Witney waggons, and various machines 
which are perpetually pafiing. The tolls 
are very dear, and, confidering *the bad- 
nefs of the roads, vilely unrealbnable. Hu(^ 
bandry is by no means perfect here : in the 
neighbourhood of Witney there is a great 
variety of foils; fome I take to be very 
rich, from their rent, which is 50 i. and 
3 /• an acre, while under tillage, (which is 
but for a year or two; and 20 s. and 251: 
when laid down again. But in the fame 
neighbourhood, much inclofed lands «Iett 
for 20 s. and the common fields from 7 s^ 
to iz s. Their courfe of hulbandry is 
diiSerent from moft ; i. Wheat. 2. Beans^ 
3. Barley. 4. Falbw. 5 ^Barley, 6. Clover, 
with variations. They fet their beans with 
a dibble, and keep them clean by hoeing* 
Foot plough^ gre here ufed. 



* 






LABOUR. 

All winter, and to hay-tihie, is. 
In hay-time, iu*6d. 
Irj harveft, '2 j. ' • 
No beer at apy time. 

' • * ' Hoeing 



t-t'.: 
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Hoeihg beami i2 s. ^'.acr^: 4tus is iowcTt 
* tliaa e^r I hjeaf d of. . : -.>/^ 

XSibfaiing.them, ii« ^V* ^^bufh^L 
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Mutton, ^ - - ' 4 J. krid 4^ d.peiW. ' 

Beet/ '-.^' •. 4 ' ' '^ ;^ 

Butter, • .• 7 ' " •' " ' ' 



If is remarkable, that very few womeif 
ftnd childreji are employed m this country 
in xnanufafturcS, moft of them work with 
the farmers; but fbnie few fpin; They 
teckon 3 qrs. of wheat a very'^good crops 
and 4 of barley. The hogs are here all 
fed by tha dairies; n6\rer with clover. 

To be fo particular here on the city of 
Oxford at its contents juftly require, would 
not be confiftent with the purport of thcfe 
letters, for they would fill a volume : the 
country, not towns, is the principal fcene 
of my obfervaitions; and though I fomfe- 
times vary from that plan, yet I mufl not 
venture on ,fo ftrong a deviation as this 
celebrated city would require^ However, 
3, . do 



••#v». 
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do not pais through it; wfthoufi rempri^ii ^ 

the front oi^een's-CoNege, arid Hfi' JfeS^. 

r/{^ Library j which are modem pieces of 

X^rchitedture and beautilFui. In the antiqui^ 

fiylc many colleges prefent the^^^elS, ^bC% 

Ithey are by no means equal tb iimi aJitienti 

cathedrals in the fame gothi6 ^aftd ; which: 

tafte, in comparifon with the Grecian ar-» 

chitechire, is vile and barbarbiis; Promt 

X)xford we took the road to BlenhS^i that 

celebrated palace, which has been by fomd 

lb esccefiively abufed, and fo praifed by o-^ 

thers. The front is % clutter of parts^ fo 

diftinfl^ that a Gothic church has as much 

unifyi iti'di withal, a heavineis in each 

part^ which is infinitely difgufting. You 

enter firft the grand hall, which is the lar« 

geft^ and I think without comparifon, the 

• fineft I ^have feen in England: but in this 

roon}, as in moft others, there kfomcthing 

in the dinienfions which di^ufts at firft 

fight; 53 by 44, and 60 high: this vaft 

height, befides the difagreeable efFe£l it has, 

in itfelf, takes off prodigioufly from the 

.appearance of largenefs in the area at 

bottom^ The fide againft the faloop, 

enlarges itfelf confiderably in the middle : 

\n the center is the faloon door^. and on 

Hell 
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each fide fome very large and njagnificent 
Corinthian pillars, in a good tafte and pro-, 
portion; and over them a gallery, which 
is all done in a really grand ftile^ and nof a 
gallery iluck to . the wall, like an .over- 
grown (helf, as at Houghton and Wilton ^ 
or turned into the range of a bath, as at 
Holkam : It would take a cube of an hun- 
dred feet to have a gallery totally around 
a hall, in a juft.tafle^ like this at Ble?y- 
heim.}s^nd therefore it is infinitely prefer- 
able to add ^n additional fpace to one fida 
of the room,, for a gallery, ajid the pillars 
to fupport it, cfpecially as thf y have a very 
fine effe6l^ fronting, as you enter the halU 
By means of. its being in the native of a 
reccfs, and not projefting, into the,room, 
there is no abruptnefs qv deficiency in its 
not beiwg: continued around the whole. 
Nojhing o&ndg in this room, , but thf 
cxceffive height. , 

The fabon is 44 by 33, and 45 li^gh ; 
which is the largeft i have feen ;; propor- 
tion is again deftroyed by height ; ^ othert 
wife, this room would, like thje hall, be 
infinitely finer. The door cafes are of 
marble, and exceedingly magnificent ; but 
a ftpnc-fioor for a faloon is mauifeftly ini- 
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proper. *rhc ftiitc of rooms to the left, 
are as follows : — Drawing room, 28 fquare, 
this is filled with pictures by Rubms / 

Holy Family. 
• Roman Charity. • 
• •* Virgin and Child. 

Flight into Egypt. 

Offering of the wife men ; old mcjis' 
heads exceeding fine. 

Lot driven out of Sodom. 

Our Saviour blefllng the children. 

Paracelfus ; amazingly fine. 

Pope Gregory. 

The breakfaft-roofr), 24 fquare: heri^ 
^e find SilenuSj and Andromeda y two pic- 
tur^^ both by Rubens ^ and fine. 

•Woman taken in adQitery. 
Circumcifioh: * 

Old man ; all three by Rembrandt ^ and 
very fine, cfpodally the firft two. 

• The Duke's ^dreflSng-room, 24- fquare. 
The paffage-room.* 

Befides thefe apartments, others were 
occupied 'by the familyi «vs;blclx we (;$>u([d 

• ' not 
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A 4niwing-r<>om, , 35 by 25. 

Anddier 35 by 25. 

Another 25 fquare: here is the death of 
Seaecdt by £>»fa Oiordi^i witbovt any 
ezpreffion of chara^r, oc tlw leaib trace 

* 'Edward VLJbjMBfieini 
Deftruaiflp ijjfezjjer^ i^J.^r^^l. 

JhcvChffliBfjF-fifiWimd ^j»l^ra|pes ia 
all*'t^ ropn[i§ |itthe|{$> m^^tioned, are in 
« very heavy ta&e. .^. , ^ ' 

The library 180 by 43 in the principal 
• 0^\XW nttd^i^i and 30 at ?aclj ^d. 
^pnsJt^c^ noblc^ fpiim -applied to^ this ])j(ib 
lWr^;5Ati«t? 59d is 4 y£ry fine ftatty: 
of (^ee<i-*:^8i»p, in white roarblej by ti^f- 
irack ; the. front idraj^ of which is ex- 
' ceeding good. The ehiainc;y-pieoes are 
d^'fokjix aJ)fi\Xtt.x^t than any |n the 
Houfes. n .The : marble pilafters aix>und it, 
are. by no means ornamental .enough « 
i^.propoctionally fo with the other pacts^ 
they ihoiild certainly have been Corinthian 
pillars. 

The chapel as . kOxu^omt, but . has- 210^ 
liiiQg ftriiuiigria it| exoepf *verynsQ[iu6^ 

\ c6n| 
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eent inonuxheilt of tha Dake and Dudiefi^ 
and their two children. 

^ ' There are no bed*€hamber$ on the fiift 
floor. I ihouldf obferve to y ou, that thofe 
rooms in which. T hsive not mehtroned 
6i6lures, are hung with exoeedingiy fine 
Mrujfels tapeftriesj containing the hiftoiy 
of the greslt Duke's campaigns ( and in 

^ deiign and cblourfe are realfy admirable. • 
Blenheim^ updn the Whole, can anfwer 
to none, who know it to be the monument 

' «f a nation's gratitude : a pile raifed at the 
expence of the public/ and meant to be 
great and magnificent^ yet every thmg 
that the occafion called for^ nii^t, an4 
would have been' effe^bd^ had not the exe« 
cation fell to fUcti a mlferable arcfait^d as 
V^iniurgb % whofe buildings are monuments 
of the vileft tafte. 

- The park is very extenfive, and well 

' fanned ^ the water eKcedingly beautiful ; 
f)Ut the RialtOi ss it is called, over it, a 

' tfxoSt miferably heavy^ ungraceful piece of 
architedhire. One circumftance I ibalL 
i;iot omit, which ifi> the exceiSve infblence 
of the porters at the park-gate, and attfiat 
i^to the court*;ardi for I was a witnefa 
t# th«ir abufiQg a fuigle gentkmaa in a 

very 



trery fcdcrilous manner, for not feeing them 
after giving the houfe-porter half a crown 
for .feeing it. The perfon abufed com* 
•pfained aloud to feverai parties of this in^ 
pudcnce, and obferved, that he had feen 
' moil of the great houies in the kingdom, 
' but never knew a park or yard locked up by 
gentry who formed fuch a gauntlet. Him 
in the court, aflerted in an infolent man- 
HCVj that the gate was his living. I hint 
theie circumftances as a proof, that noble- 
men of the moft amiable character, like 

• • • 

the^Diikc of Marlhrougby have, unknown 
t(7 them; the^ real magnificence of their 
I feats tarnished by the fcoundrel infolence 
of the loweft of their fervants. The vile 
? cuftom of not being able to view a houfe, 
* without paying for the. fight, .as if it was 
exhibited by ajhow-ma^j is deteftable ; ^but 
when, it extends to double and quadruple 
the. commpn fees^and impudence, the ex- 
orbitancy calls aloud for that public notica 
to be taken of it, whiqh its meanpefs fo 
well dcferves. 

Woodftock is famous for :a manufadtpre 
of polilhed fteel and gloves/ butdogs* not 
employ above twenty or • thirty hands^ in 
the^foianej; snd fcu:ty or*fifty in tjie l|^ter. 

Journey- 
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Journey-men in the fteel-work earn from 
15 s. to two guineas a week 5 and men and 
women by making gloves, about 8 s. and 
9 J. a week. 

Between Woodjlock and Witney^ about 
Hariborougbf the hulbandry I found much 
the fame as the laft I mentioned, i. Wheat, 
2. Beans. 3. Barley. 4. Fallow. Wheu 
beans are not f6wn, then clover is fown 
among the .wheat in fpring. They plant 
all their beans, and hoe them generally 
twice. They ufe both foot and wheel- 
ploughs, all with four horfes. Their ma- 
nure they ufe entirely for the wheat and 
barley crops. A remarkable ^manner of 
eftimating crops here, is by the return in 
proportion to the feed ; wheat, they reckon 
five or fix bufliels for one, and as they 
fow three, it amounts of courfe to about 

2 qrs, or 2 and 4^. Barley, 3 qrs. Beans, 

3 and 4-. 

They have no dairies here, and even 
feed their hogs in fummer with beans ^ 
which is as curious a llroke in hulbandry 
as I have met with fince I left home. The 
foil is generally a day, with fome veins of 
fharp gravel; letts from 95. arable, to 40 j. 
grafs, an acre. 

K LA- 
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LABOUR. 

Winter and fpring, is. 
Hay-time, i s. 2 d. 
Haiveft, IS. 6d. ' 
Reaping wheats pr acre, 5 1. 
Mowing foft corn, 8 d. 
Beans, is. gd. 
G rafe, I x« 4 1/« 
Hoeing beans, ^s. 6d. and 4^. each time; 

This^ upon the whole, is very rea(bn^ 

able* 



PROVISIONS. 

Mutton, *- • 4^/^rlb. 
Butter, • - 6 



Witney is very famous for its woollen 
manufactory, which confifls of what they 
call kerfcy-pieces, coarfe bear-fkins, and 
blankets. The two firft they make for the 
North American market; vaft quantities 
being fent up the river St. Lawrence^ and 
likewife to New^Tori. Their fineft blan- 
kets, 
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ket^y which rife in price to 3 /. a pair, are 
exported to Spain and Portugal*^ but all arc 
lent to Isondon firft in broad-^wheel wag- 
gons, of which, four or five go cvc^y 
week. The fineft wools they work, come 
from Hereford/hire and IVorceJlerJIjire^ and 
fell from 8 J. to 10^. a pound. Th'b 
coarfeft from Lincoln/hire \ they call it dag- 
locks; they fell for 44 d. per lb. and are 
ufed for making the coarfe bear-fkins. 
There are above 500 weavers in this town, 
who woik up 7000 packs of wool aniu- 
ally. Journeymen, in general, en an 
average, earn from 10 s. to \2s. a week, 
all the year round, both fummer and win- 
ter 5 but they work from four to eight, 
and in winter by tandle-light j the work is 
of that nature, that a boy of fourteen 
earns as mAch as a man. One of feven or 
eight earna by quilling and cornering, i s. 
6 1/. and ts.^d. a week, and girls the 
fame. Old women of 60 and 70 earn 6 d. 
a day in picking and fofting the wool : a 
good ftout woman can earn from 10 ^. to 
I «• a day by fpinning 5 and a girl of 14, 
four pence or five pence. They weave 
according to the f^fon ; in winter kerfeys 
and bear-(kins, ready for (hipping in the 

K z fummer 
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fummerup the St. Lawrence i and infutti-i 
mer blankets for home confumption, and 
Spain and Portugal. One remarkable cir- 
cumftance is, that none of the manufac- 
turers ever work for the farmers. The 
blankets ufually purchafed at home, are 
about 23 J. or 24 s. a pair, ten quarters 
wide and twelve long ; and the corners arc 
wrought for a halfpenny a-piece. 



PROVISIONS. 



« 


d. 


Mutton, - 


- 4 and 4^. 


Beef, 


- 5 


Veal, 


- 3^ 


Bacon, 


- 8 


Buttei-, 


- 6 and 6 ' dt 



The road from Witney to North Leach 
is, I think, the worft turnpike I ever tra- 
velled in ; fo bad, that it is a fcandal to 
the country. Th^y mend and make with 
nothing but the ftone which forms the un- 
der ftratum all over the country, quite 
from I'etsford the other fide of Oxford 

This 
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This ftone, which rifes in vafl: flakes, 
would make an admirable foundation for 
a furface of gravel ; but by ufingit alone, 
and in pieces as large as one's head^ the 
road is rendered moft execrable. I 
travelled it with a very low opinion of all 
the counties and places it leads to : for if 
they were inhabited by people of fortune 
and fpirit, I fhould think they would 
never fufFer fuch a barbarous method of 
mending their capital road to fublin:. 

All the country is open, dull, and very 
difagreeable, nor does a vigorous culture 
of the earth make any amends for thofe 
unpleafing circumftances; the crops were 
generally very poor, and moftly full of 
weeds j a ftrong proof of bad hufbandry ; 
and another yet more fo, is their fallows 
being the fame. About Burford and Sber- 
born their coiirfes of crops are various. 
Some fallow for wheat. 2. Dibbled peafc. 
3. Barley: others vary it, i. Wheat. 2. 
Beans dibbled, or barley. 3. Peafe: this 
is in the low lands about Sberborn ; but on 
the Cotjhill^hills they take a crop, and lay 
down with ray-gra(s and clover. They 
ufe all foot ploughs, with one wh6el, and 
four horfes in length j plough about one 

K 3 acre 
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acre a-day. The open fields on the hill$ 
lett in general for about ^s. or 6 i. an 
acre, the bw m^eaciows about 20 i» They 
reckon three quarters of Wheat to be 9. 
very good crop, and as much barley and 
beans. The farms are in general large, 
indeed abfurdly fo, confidering the manner 
of managing them, for the farm-houfes 
are all in the touirns ; fb that the farmeris 
are at a prodigious diftance from their 
lands : they are in general 2, 3, 4, and 
500 /. a year, at about 5 s. Enclofing by 
no means flourifhes, for from Tetsjord to 
Oxford enciofures are fcarce; and from 
thence to .North Leacb^ few or none. Mr* 
DuttQn has planned fome at Sberiom^ but 
the fcheme goes on very flowly. It is 
amazing that a man of his coniiderabtt 
fortune, can bear to Ui^e in the midft of 
fuch a vaftly extenfivc property, in its pre* 
fent condition. Ail this bleak unpleafant 
country is ftrong enough for any kind of 
trees, and might therefore be ornamented 
with fine plantations, which would yield 
confiderable profit in a cpuntry wherein 
firing is fo fcarce K And farmrhoufe^, 

f Scarce any wood. CoaI$ brought from GlouQeJiep 
f pil ai ^htrlio) If 2 j f . a tunt 

barns^ 
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barns, and all kinds of out-hou(es, might 
be built on the fpot, cheaper, I apprehend, 
than in any part of England \ for. the ft one, 
which every where lies almoft within fix 
inches of the fai face, forms the walls and 
covering (Hates) of all the buildings in the 
country* 



LABOUR. 

Winter and fpring, 8 </. f) d. and 101^. 

day. 
Sotnmer, is. 
Harveft, is. Sd. 

Reaping wheat, 4 s. and 5 4r. an acre. 
Mowing barley and oats, 6 d. and 9V, 
Dibbling beans, $s. 
Hoeing ditto twice, 5 i. 
Thrafhing wheat, 2 s. per quarter. 
■ t V Barley, is. 
."■ '■ ' ■ — Oats, 10^, 
'■. ij — Beans, 1 i. 
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aflies laid but thin, I fhould not imagine 
above two buftiels to a fquare rod. The 
price of paring, burning, and fpreading 
the aflies, varies from 14J. to 20^. an 
acre. This is very cheap j fuch an opera- 
tion would, in the eaftern parts of the 
kingdom, come at leaft to three or four 
pounds an acre: fuch is the force of any 
praftice being the cuftom of the country ! 
About Shipton day-labour ufed all win- 
ter to be ^ d. gd. and 10 ^. a day ; but the 
laft the farmers raifed it to i s. for the firft 
time on account of the dearnefs of provi- 
{ions, and give the men i j*. 2d. in the 
fpring, li. 6d. in mowing time, and i /. 
8 d. at harveft for five weeks. Oxen arc 
pretty much ufed} I found they reckoned 
them fomething cheaper than horfes, but 
that horfes did their work better. In fum- 
mer they feed them in both common and 
artificial grafles; and in winter feldom give 
them any thing befides good ftraw, , on 
which they work them : they put them to 
labour at three years old, and continue 
them at it till five. The ploughs are here 
very clumfy 5 the beams ten feet long, and 
all have wheel- coulters. 

6 From 
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fffCNfi Frog-miU to Crichly^fntt^ which 
Ifsads if^tQ Gkucefier vale, the beauty of 
Iwd^^pe is great, S|x j^ile^ from the 
former, from the top of ^ii^ hiil» is feen to 
dip right a ipoft prodigious profpefl, ovef 
Ht} eytenfive va}e, hpunded by Cheltenham 
^Uls, which feem to tower quite to the 
dou4ss the inclofures appear in a bottom 
iu)der you, and are very diftin^* On the 
whole, it is inferior oiily to that amazing 
one of Biffertfuy. All this coiintry is full 
of pi^lurefqiie views s the romantic fpots 
of Crickky-^ill ai^e €xcee4ingly fine, or ra^ 
ther the whol? forms a complete piece of 
fublime nature, and is well worthy of at^ 
tenlion from thofe whofe nerves will fufier 
them to rdi(h thpfe forts of obje^s. 

The huihandry of tbi$ tra6t does not 
materially differ Arom the pre<;eding ones > 
however, J ftiall prefent you with the par* 
ticukirs 1 gained a knowledge of j and as 
to fome repetitions, I know you will 
excufe thjem, who are fenfible that I had 
better dwell in tautologies of that nature^ 
than ncgle£l giving you particular inform 
mation* Their courfe of crops is, i. Bar^, 
ley. 2. Clover for two years^ 3^ Wheat. 
4. Peafe^ Th?y reckon two quarters a 

middling 
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• 

iBiddliog crop of wheiat, and the f^oie of 
oats, and of barky three. Rents run bqm 

6 s, an acre to la s. but in ^neral 6 /. or 

7 i. The farms above hill are large j ff oni 
two to three hundred a year, and fome 
more: but in the vale of Ghucejier they 
are much lefs. What grafs they have they 
mow ; very few beads are grazed, and bat 
few dairies, except in the vale, where they 
have all that fine bi*«ed of hogs, which at 
Burnet market are called the Sbrop/hires ; 
with exceeding long carcafles, and long 
flouching ears, which almoft trail upon 
the ground, to make way for their nofes^ 
Sainfoine is much Town in all this country^ 
and lafts generally about ten years, (bme 
longer, and their method of breaking it 
up, as well as (heep-paftures, after they 
have laid about ten years, is by paring and 
burning ; they take off the furface about 
half an inch thick, and plough in the a(he$ 
for. turnips, fometimcs for wheat. The 
price of this work is fomething under 
twenty (billings an acre. Oxen are miich 
ufed for all the purpoies of hufbapdryi 
never lefs than fix in a plough, frequently 
eight. They are reckoned the moft pro** 
Stable by fome farmers, and horfes^ by 

others; 
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pthcrs ; but it is generally agreed, that 
when a man keeps two teams, it is ever 
the mofl: profitable to have one of them of 
oxen. 



LABOUR. 

In winter, &c. to hay-time, 8 ^. gJ. and 
lo d. the ftouteft fellows often want 
work for 9 d. and cannot readily get it. 

In hay-time, for mqwing, 1 s. and 1 j. 2 ^A 

In harveft, 1 4-. 8 ^. 

Reaping wheat per acre, 4 s. and 5 s. 

Mowing fpring corn, 10^. and i s. 

Thrafliing wheat, 2 i, a quarter. 

» — —Barley, 15. 

■ ^ ■ Oats, 10 ^, AH this exceedingly 
cheap. 



IMPLEMENTS. 

A flout waggon cofts froni 16/. to 20/. 
and a plough ironed complete for half a 
guinea, which is amazing. 



PRO- 
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P R O V I S I O N S. 

i. 
Beef, - - j^perlh. 
Mutton, - - 44. 
Butter, - - 7 

Bread, rather more than 2 d. per lb. ^\ B. 
for I /. 



- There is no manufa^ure nearer thati 
Gloucejler ; the ftaple of which city is pinsj 
which employs near 400 hands, of whom 
a great number are women and children : 
good hands at pointing and flicking earii 
from \os. to 12 s. and 15X. a week; 
children of 8, 10, and 11 years old, earn 
2 d. and 3 ^. a day ; but fome journeymen 
do not get more than y s. Zs. and 9 j. a 
week: the wages in general are good« 
There are fome glafs-houfes in this city; 
and a pretty brifk trade carried on by 
means of the Severne^ with Sbrewjbury^ &ci 
and BriJioL 



PRO. 
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PROVISIONS. 





i. 


Bread, *• 


- ^ptrlb. 


Butter, - 


- 54 


Mutton, - 


- 4 


Beef, . 


* 3^and4</. 


Veal. 


- 3 


Bacon, - 


- 8 


Candles by 


the fingle pound, jd. if by 


three's, 6, 


\d. 



You mull allow me here to put a pferiod 
to this letter. 

Adiet)^ Sir; beReve me, 

Yours. 

Newnham,. Monmouthfhire, 
July 2, 1767. 
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LETTER V. 



IW A S infinitely farprized to find tht 
faiQe (lony, hard, rough, and curfed 
roads, miicalled turnpikes, aH the way 
from Gbuucefter to Neionbam^ Which is la 
miles : it is all a narrow lane, and mod 
infaixioufly flony ; it is the fame (tone as 
the other fide of the Severm, but much 
harder, and confequently more jolting, 
and cutting to the horfes feet $ nor is it fo 
much as level, but rutts all the way^ an4 
what is remarkable, 1 found by them, that 
they build their waggons with their wheels 
full three inches nearer to each other than 
in the caftern counties, which is furpriz- 
ing : a Norfolk or Suffolk waggon could not 
ftir even in this turnpike-road. 

This line of country is very hilly and 
pi^urefque ; for the road runs all the way 
by the Severne, which has a bold fhore, 
finely wooded, and breaks upon the .view 
in a very, pleafing manner. The land is 
go6d, and well cultivated j all inclofed, 
and letts, the arable for lo s. and the n^^- 

4 dow 
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dow for 20 s. I was amazed to find that 
day-labour was much higher in this coun- 
try, than on the other fide qf G/oaceJien 



LABOUR. 

In winter, lo^. and oftener i x. 

In hay -time, is. 6d. 

in harveft, i s. and board and beer. 



PROVISIONS. 

Bread, . - - 2 
Butter, • - 6 
Mutton and beefi 4 

From Newnbam to CbepftoWy the road 
continues exceflively ftony, and made in 
the fame vile manner as that from Gloucef- 
ter ; though here and there is a quarter of 
a mile that is pretty good : but their me- 
thod of mending occafions their roads to 
be fo very bad j this is fufficiently proved 
by about a quarter of a mile of good road, 
made by Mr. Batterfea^ againft his pad- 
dock; this is done with the fame mate- 
rials. 
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riaisr with the only difference of reducing 
them to very fmall pieces, hot larger than 
common pebbles, and widening and level* 
ing it. In many places the road is fo very 
narrow, that my chaife with great difficul** 
ty got through it without rifing on the 
banks. The whole country covers a ftra« 
tum of the fame rock, which I firft met 
with near JVoodJlock^ and continued ]:egu« 
larly from thence to Cbepftow. But there 
is one circumflance, which would make 
the beft turnpike in England extremely bad 
to travel, and that is the perpetual hills ; 
for you will form a clear idea of them if 
you fuppofe the country to reprefent the 
roofs of houfes joined, and the road to rua 
acrofs them. 

The lands are rich and fertiki and the 
meadows, cfpecially, yery fine. The courfe 
of crops on their ploughed ground, is, 
I. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3.Peafe. 4. Oats. 
5. Turnips. 6. Barley^ 7. Clover and 
ray-grafs. They ufe oxen chiefly, many 
farmers keeping no horfes, plough with 
five, fix, and foraetimes eight, and ufe 
only foot*ploughs of a very clumfy con- 
ilru6lion. They reckon two quarters and 

L an 
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an lialf, a good crop of wheat, and three 
and an half of barky; about Udney^ land 
at an average letts for ^ 14 s. per acre; but 
in ibme other places it runs up to 2a i« 
and more. 



LABOU 



In winter, i x. ' 
In fpring, is. zd. 
In harved, i s. and board and beer. 
Mowing grafs, is. id. per acre> and 
been 



PROVISION $• 





' d. 


ftutter. 


- '6^ 


Mutton, - 


- 4 


Beef, 


- .^ 


Bread, 


- 2 


Veal, 


- 3 



In all this country, the method of fepa-^ 
rating the chaff from the corn in dreiSng 

it. 
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tt, is by means' of turning, an engine ovfey 
it i of which I took the following draft* 
See Fig. IL 

m 

r. 'the corn. 2» The flyers, confifting of 
pieces of cloth> which are nailed by the 
edge to the center turning^^piece. 3. 4. 4. 
The fupporters. 5. A kind of ballance-* 
wheel, as I fuppofe at leaft, for I could 
fee no other ufe in it. 

Around Cbepftow^ for fome miles, there 
lies a great quantity of very good meadow- 
ground^ which letts from one guinea to 
two per acre i but thdr arable land is in 
general about 12 j. They ufe oxen chiefly 
for ploughing, fix at ^ time, and often 
mix them with horfes. Labour, very dear j 
the fame as lafl: minuted ; or if any diflfer-* 
cnce, ^ rather dearer. 

About Lamjacbers^ which is the mid-way 
between Cbepftow and Newporty they have 
a great mixture of good and bad huitand- 
ry. As to all the general oeconomy and 
management of their farms, it is generally 
bad ; for 1 found them univerlal in em- 
ploying fupernumerary hands and beafts, 
without giving^ their lands a proportion- 

L 2 able 
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able culture, than which there cannot be 
a more unprofitable practice : their num* 
bers of each appeared to me pretty much 
as 12 oxen and 4 or 5 horfes to 100 acres 
t)f arable land, and 4 or 5 men^-fervants 
and boys, and as many labourers moft part 
of the year ; which on the whole, ought 
to be produftive of infinitely better, and 
more garden- like hufbandry than is to be 
met with here : and in the management 
of their people they are ftrangely remifs, 
for notwithftanding their wages are good, 
yet I found upon inquiry, that they fufFer- 
'cd a furprizing degree of idlencfs anfong 
them, and languid execution of their bufi- 
nefs: and notwithftanding the foil is tole- 
rably light, and many fields level, yet the 
ridiculous cuftom of ploughing with fix, 
and even eight oxen continued here, which 
ftrength of cattle never did above an acre 
a day, and very frequently not above half 
an acre 5 and when they Carry out their 
corn to the ports on the Sefverriy which are 
at a fmall diftance, they don't load fix or 
eight ftout oxen with more than 10 facks, 
not often more than eight. AH thefe in- 
ftances are marks of wretched ideas of ge- 
neral. 
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lieral management. But with fuch marks 
pf n^ferable (economy I did not remark 
any fields of wheat or barley very foul with 
weeds ; but in general clean crops^ which 
is a point of great importance. 

Their courie of crops is in general as 
follows: I. Fallow; 2. Wheat. 3. Bar- 
ley. 4. Oats. 5. Ray-grafs and clover, 
from three to eight years, then pare and 
burn; and i. Fallow^ 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 
4. Clover, two years. 5. Wheat. The 
firO: is miierable hufbaixdry, and the latter 
bad. Their fallow for wheat confiAs of 
three ploiighings ;. they fow two bufhels 01 
feed (9 gallon meafure) on an acre, and 
reckon a middling crop between 15 and 
20'bu(hels; they then give two earths for 
barley, of which they fow three buihels, 
and confider from 16 to 20 bufhels a mid- 
dling crop. The oats they fow on one 
ploughing, 32. bufliels to an acre J 15 the 
medium : when they throw beans in, which 
is no regular hufbandry with them, they 
fow them on one earth, four bufhels to an 
3cre, or if they fet them, two, and reckon 
1 5 bufhels a middling crop, but never ho$: 
them. If they fow peafe, \ybich they like* 

L 3 , wife 
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Reaping) 6'i. 

Mowing graft io^/..and a dinner every 
other day and drink. 

Thefe variations are unaccountable in 
to fmall a diftance. 



PROVISIONS. 

• 

Butter, . - 6^. 

Whey ditto,, for poor people, 34. d. and 4 d^ 

Candles, - 6 ^. 

Mutton, - - 4 

Beef, - - 34. and 4 i. 

Veal, - - 2i 

Bread, - - 2 

Coals, I J". 3 ^. for 2 Ct. laid in, and 3 ^ 

for as much as fix horfes or oxen caii 

draw from the pit. 
Checfe, 34.^. 

I M P t E M E N T S. 

- - . . • . ..- 

But I know of nothing in this country 
fo cheap, as the articles which form, what 
the farmers call wear and tear; a new 
v^aggon, irons and all complete, with a 

tire 



tire on the wheels near an inch thidk, cofti 

but from 8 A to ID A 

A good cartj 4/. 

A new plough and irons, from js. 6d. to 

10 s. 6d. 
A pan: of horfe-harrows, from 9 i. to i A • 

. I forgot to remark to you, that altho' 
tf^ey keep a good many hogs here, yet 
have they no idea of that exceedingly pro- 
fitable method of feeding them entirely 
with clover, they depend on nothing but 
whey for them; it is to the dairy they 
chiefly apply their grafs, though many 
beads are fatted here. 

But, my dear Sir» what am I to fay pf 
the roads in this country ! The turnpikes ! 
as they have the afTurance to call them ; 
and the hardinefs to make one pay for. 
I^rom Cbepjiow to the half-way houfe be- 
tween Newport and Cardiff^ they continue 
mere rocky lanes, full of hugeous (lones 
as big as one's horfe, and abominable holes. 
The firft fix miles from I^ewport^ they 
were fo deteftable, and without either direc* 
^ion-poils, or mile-ftones, that I could not 
well perfuade myfelf I was on the turnpike, 

but 
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' W ha^ <mifl[ddk th« f dad ; and titer efdre 
i(ked every one I met, v^ho aiifwered me, 
to my aftonifhment, Ya-^aS. Whoever 
bdfineTs carries you into this tiomitry, 
avoid it, at leaf):, till they have good 
roade : if tbey were good, travelling would 
be very pleafant ; for cultivated hills are of 
^ other ti^afts of country the «oft pi^u- 
Fefque, and moft of thefe hills (whkb. \A 
more level countries, would be cafled 
moifittains) are cultivated to the Very fops, 
dnd c»t into very beantifnl inclofbrei by 
^uick hedges. I rauftj however, ^Uow 
that the laft 6xteen niiles to Qmbridge^tf 
are exceeding good; the ftones bound 
firtnly together, no'lodfe ones, nor any 
rutts. 

Around Newporty though at no gfeat 
dillance from the hft named plate, I 
found a variation in fome articles, which 
is Worthy minuting : their courfe of crops 

^ is, 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 
4. Clover, two years. 5. Wheat. They 
have but a fmall proportion of grafs to 
their arable lands, and ufe oxen in the cul- 
tivation ; generally fix to a plough, which 
fcarcely do an acre a day. For wheat they 
plough four times, and reckon 15 bufhels 

a mid^ 
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a middling crop. For barley they plough 
three or four times, fow three bufhels, 
and reckon 15 a middling crop. For 
oats they plou^ but once ; fow 24. bu« 
fhelsp and 15 the medium. They plough 
likewife 1)ut once for beans^ and in com« 
mon never hoe them : but Mr. Kemmiji of 
Newport^ has introduced the method of 
fetting them in rows, and keeping them 
clean by hand*hoes« Their culture of tur« 
nips is ridicule itfelf ; for they plough but 
once, and drag in the feed with ox-dragSj 
then harrowing, and never hoe ; the crop 
may be gueffed at Farmis in gentftal run 
from 15 A to 150 /. a year ; and the rent of 
arable land from 5 j. to 12 j* an acre ; and 
of grafs from 7/, to 351. 



L A B O U R, 

All the year round, 10^. a day. 
Mowing per acre, is.Sd. and dinner and 

beer. This is out of all proportion* 
An ox-boy to drive, 4^. a day. 



PRO- 
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the neighbouring ones ridiculed him infi'- 
xiitely/and really thought him mad; but 
were furprifed to fee what a crop he gain- 
ed, for it was very confiderable, and he 
fold it by the fack to all the neighbouring 
towns to vail profit : this pradice he has 
fince continued; but ftrange to tell, has 
never been copied I 

I walked over feveral tra£ls of land near 
BriJgend^ bordering on the Bri^ channel, 
which would produce admirable carrots 
and potatoes, and the crops which the 
country-people have of thefe roots in their 
gardens, on the very fame foil as the fields, 
are excellent : I would engage to get as fine 
crops of them on thefe lands as any in the 
world. 

Their prefent hufbandry, from the beft 
information I could get, as well as a mi- 
nute obfervation, is this ; they fallow and 
lime, which is done very cheap ; thequanr 
tity they lay upon a cuftomary acre, which 
is eighteen feet to the perch, is four or five 
curnocks, as they call themi each twelve 
hoops, and each hoop three pecks, confe- 
quently 450 bufhels on an acre, . which 
they burn on their lands fo cheap as i x. 
2^. a curnock, others who puychafe it, 

pay 
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pay 2x« td, or 35. It lafts good fonf 
years 3 the courfe th^n is, i. Wheat* 
2. Barkyi* 3. Oats. 4. Oats. 5. Fallowi 
Others run different, i . Wheat. 2. Bar« 
ley. 3. Oats. 4. Peafe or beans. Others 
again^ j. Wheat. ' 2j, Barley. 3. Cloven 
4. Wheat J but few, however, are confix* 
derate enough for this* They generally 
give three ploughings for wheat, fow three 
buihels, and reckon a middling crop from 
25 to 30 bufhels» Then for barley they 
plough twice or thrice more ; and think 
25 buihels a middling crop. Of beans, 15 
bu(hels> but they never hoe them. For 
oats they never plough but once 5 and for 
peafe twice. Sometimes they fow clover ) 
and what I have not obferved of an age, 
feed their hogs with it, even to depending 
in a good meafure on it* 

Farms are here in general fmall; from 
30 /. to 100/. a year is the common run 
of the country ; and land about Convbridge 
letts, the grafs at 20 s. and the arable at 
10 J. but about Bridgend, where the foil is 
much more fandy, there is a great deal lett 
for ^s. . They employ oxen for moft of . 
the puipofes of draught and tillage : to a 
farm of 50 /. a year, you will generally - 
7 find 
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find eight, and two herfes ^ they yoke four 
to a plough) and fometiroes fiz» and plough 
an acre a day in common ; but when they 
break up their fallows, not above half aa 
much. Farmers Who do not rent above 
*30 /« a year, keep only four oxen : in ge- 
neral I found their farms to contain OKHre 
ploughed land than gra(s. 



LABOUR. 

Prices all the year round : 

Thofe men who have conftant work, t s. 

a day. 
An px-boy to drive, 3^. and 4^/. a day. 

If labourers are taken at various prices, 
then they run as follow : In winter, i x. 
In hay*time, i s* In harveft, is. %d. 

Reaping wheat, 4 s. and j\s. 6d. 

Mowing corn, 1 x, ^d. and is.6d^ and 
drink. 

Mowing grafs, i x* 8 ^. and drink. 
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I forgot to tell you, that burnbeaking 
is known here and pra6tired by fome farm* 
ers, but no( enough to have a fettled price 
per acre for it; they do it therefore by the 
day. Moft of their draughts are per- 
formed by one horfe, in fuch a fledge as 

this. See Fig. III. 

« 

r 

a. a. the fliafts, like thofe of a waggon or 
cart which Aide on the ground on the ends 
If. b. c. is a femiciixular hoop from fliaft 
to fliaft, to keep in the facks pr bundle of 
hay or wood, &c. which is laid on the 
crofs-bars, d. d. The machine is light, 

and 
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and much preferable to carrying the weight 
on the back. 

It k a very great pity the Glamorgan/hire 
gentler)ien do not on a large fcale pra£life 
a better hufbandry, that the force of nume-» 
rous examples might influence the farmers 
to change their bad methods. Their foil 
is capable of as great improvements as any 
I ever faw, efpecially in the light parts. 
The great points they want to be well 
inftru6led in are thefe : Firfi^ The general 
management of their farms, in refpcft of 
draught cattle, to keep no more than 
neceflary for their work ; but if they will 
keep a larger number, to give them a better 
idea of employing them proportionably to 
the improvement of their lands. Secondly, 
Folding of fheep, many of them having 
good flocks, but never fold them. Thirdly^ 
The turnip and carrot hufbandry : great 
quantities of their land being admirably 
adapted to both, but unknown, and when 
a few turnips are fown, they are never 
hoed. Fourthly^ The fowing of fainfoine, 
which grafs would thrive finely upon their 
lime^ftone |ands ; but they are unac- 
quainted with it. Fifthly y Cropping their 

M fieUs 



fidds In a better cour(e, apd nof cp^jijtinuR 
in the vile cuftom ofibwing a (jrpjipj^ 
bar|ey, and two crops pf oats^ q[f!;er ppe 
of wheat, on the ^redit pf ^ fallow ^od^ 
liming, which rnany of^ them^ dp. No fpil, 
can be better adapted to fuch cpvirfes. asf 
the^e : i. Turnjps^ 2. Barley. 3. ^loi^e^, 
4. Wheat. 5. Carrots, 6. Oat«. Or odJx 
I* Turnips. 2* Barley. 3. Clover. 4. Whfi^t. 
Bat the former laying down vyith l^jnfoipe, 
among the oat3, i& prefei:able. 

The ^tuation of GJamprganJhire i? vjsjry^ 
advantageous ; few countips mpre fo, Fof; 
ttey lay along th^ Bri/iol chsinticl^ and, b^e. 
many little ports in it^ by >yhich, meajgiSL 
tliey Ijiaye a ready mai;ket ^t Brijiel for 
eV^ry thing ; and on the \yeftern fide lies 
their' yaft copper,^ lead, and. t^rj-worl^s^ 
about jPsS?^/^ and Swanjea^ in which, abpyj;, 
500 hands are emplqyed;,. w|ijcji^necj?l&ri|jj, 
ocqafipn a great.C9nfumpti^ th^/^.^P^ft: 
werq eftabliflied on accoupt^ P.f.thq cheapr 
nefs of coals and labo^ir, for th^, copp^. 
and tin arebrou^ht over ifron^ Cort^walL 

I (hould not omit to> inform vpu, th^. 
Cowbridge is a very qeat, cle^ap;^ ^^JilfP^iYP^jr 
well built town J mu^h prettier; tt\^n.qtber. 
9 Chepftow^' 




feto, Newport^ Cardiff'^ or Bridgend % 
the latter of ^hich ]^Iiades, indxti environs, 
forms the weftermoft point of my tour: I 
purpofe on my returti to Qbepfiowyto view 
t/ir. Mori^iis faftlous place at refsfield. and 
in my next lettei'^ will aim at fome de-; 
ibriptibn of it. 

I remain^ ^c> Yoiirs* 
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LET T E R VL 

IF your purpofe is feeing Persfield^ you 
go from Cbepftow up the Monmouth 
road, (unlefs you go by water, which 
is a pkafant fcheme enough) and pafs di- 
reftly to the houfe : we were fliewn to an 
adjoining part of the garden, which con- 
fifted of dopes and waving lawns, having 
fhrubby trees fcattered about them with 
great tafte, and (Iriking down a (liort walk 
to the left, came at once to a little fequef- 
tred fpot, fliaded by a fine beach tree, 
which commands a landfcape, too beauti- 
ful for fuch a daubing pencil as mine to 
attempt to paint; Mr. Dodjley^ v/ith his dells 
and* his dingells, and fuch exprejjive terms^ 
might make amends for the want of a 
Claud Loraine j however, fuch an idea as 
my plain language will give you, follows : 
— — This little fpot, over which the beech- 
tree fpreads, is levelled in the vaft rock, 
which forms the fhoar of the river Why^ 
through Mr. Morris s ground j this rock, 
which is totally covered with a fhrubby- 
underwood, is almoft perpendicular from 

the 



the water, to the rail which enclofes the 
point of view. One of the fwectcft valleys ] 
ever beheld . lies immediately beneath, but- 
at fuch a depth, that every objeft is dimi- 
nifhed, and appears in miniature. Thi^ 
valley confifts of a complete farm, of about ' 
forty inclofures, grafs, and corn-fields, 
interfered by hedges, with many trees; it 
is a p^ninfula almoft furrounded by the 
river, which winds diref^ly beneath, in a 
manner wonderfully romantic •,, and what 
makes the . whole pi6lure perfe6l, is its 
being entirely furrounded. by vaft rocks and^ 
precipices, covered thick with wood, down 
to the very water's edge. The whole is an 
amphitheatre, which feems dropt from the 
clouds, complete in all its beauty. 

From thence we turned to the left, thro* 
a winding walk cut out of the rock ; but 
with wood enough again ft the river to 
prevent the horrors, which would other- 
wife attend the treading on fuch a preci- 
pice: after paffing through a hay-field, the 
contraft to the preceding views, we entered 
the woods again, and carqe to a bench 
inclofed with Cbinefe rails in the rock, 
which commands the fame valley and 
river all fringed with woods fome great 
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ipcks in frqnt, apcj juf|: ^bf^vp, tfecfp t|if 
river iS^^r/i ?PP?^f?» WJ^h St l)Qup(|jf{^ 
prp(pe6t beyond it. 

A litye furthej: ifvq ipet );5fitji a][iDt|ie): 
bench inclofed ^ith iron r^j|§, on a pQ*^^^ 
pf^hp rock wlijcli' is (ipr? p^h4fPt over ^h? 
river, and ma^^ ^e truly caUgj^ ^ (^t^atiip^ 
full of the terrible fublinje: yaii look imiT 
|Tiediately down upon 9 y%f): hollow of 
wood/ all fiirroundcd by the wppdy pre?!-? 
pices which have fp fine an e^6t frpm, ^l| 
the points of view a^ PersfielJi in ^he Vti40^ 
appears a fmall, but neat buildiig, % 
bathing.houfe. which, thp^gh rione pf th? 
beft, appears JFrorn this epprmpus h?ighth| 
but as a fpot of white, in the |iiici(| of the 
yaft range of green : towards the right is 
feen the winding pf the riyer. 

From this fpot, which feeras to be pufh- 
cd forward from the rpck by the bo^d 
hands of the genii of the place, you pro- 
ceed to the temple, a fmajll ne^t building 
on the higheft part of thefe grounds ; ^n^ 
imagination cannot form an ide^ pf ajp^ 
thing more beautiful than vvhat appears 
full to your ravifhed fight from, this amaz- 
ihg point pf view. You Ipok dpwn t^ppxi^ 
all the wopdy precipices, as if ip another 

region. 



Ireg^on^ terminated by ^ wall of rocks ; 
Juft above them appears the river Severn 
ih fo peculiar a manner/ that you would 
fwcar if waflbed them, and that nothing 
parted you from it but thofe rocks, which 
are in reality four or five miles diflant. 
This deceptio vijus is the moft exquifite I 
iev^r beheld, for viewing, firft the river 
bencith you, then the vafl* rocks rifing in 
a fhore df precipices, and immediately 
above them the noble river Severn, as if a 
part of the little world immediately before 
you: ; and laftly, all the boundlefs profpe«Sl 
ftver (jloucefter/hire anrd Somerfeifhire, are, 
togetfie^, Inch a bewitching view, that 
nbthihg cah exceed it, and contains more 
roAikntit variety, vvith fdch an apparent 
juh£!ion 6f fepatatc parts, that imagina* 
tion can fcarcely conceive any thing equal 
to the amazing reaKry. The view of the 
right, over the park, and the winding 
valley at the bottom of it, wobld, from 
any other fpot but thi^, be thought remark- 
ably fine. 

The windiiig road down to the cbld 
Kafh, is cool, fdcjuefttredj and agreeable. 
The buildJng itfelf is excettively neat, and 
well contrived, and the fpring, which fup- 
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plies it, plentiful and tranfparent. Yoi» 
wind from it up the rock; but here, I, 
muft be allowed juft to hint a want, if 
any thing can be wknted in fuch a fpot as 
Persfield. This' walk from the cold bath, 
is dark and rather gloomy, but breaks and 
objefts are rather fcarce in it ; the trickling, 
ftream you have juft left, puts one in mind 
of a cafcade,, which would be here vaftly 
beautiful, but does not appear throughout 
all tlie walks of Persfield. On the left, to- 
wards the valley, there is a prodigious hol- 
low filled with a thick wood, which almoft 
hangs beneath you; from the walk, an 
opening down through this wood might 
eafily be made, with juft light enough let 
in, to fhew to advantage the gufh of a 
cafcade : to look backwards, aflant upon 
fuch an objeft, would be infinitely pi^u- 
refque amidft the brownnefs of this bang- 
ing grove, I know not whether water 
could be brought there; but if it could, 
^lever was there a fituation for viewing it 
to fuch advantage. 

Faffing on, there are two breaks from 
this walk, which opens to the valley in a 
very agreeable manner, and then leads 
through aa extremely romantic cave, hoU 
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lowed out of the rock, and opening tq a 
fine point of view. At the mouth of this 
cave fome fwivel guns are planted; the 
firing of which occafion a repeated echo 
from rock to rock in a moft furprizing 
manner. Nor muft you pafs through this 
walk without obferving a remarkable phe* 
nomenon of a large oak, of a great age, 
gr9wing out of a cleft of the rock, without 
the leaft appearance of any earth. Pur* 
fuing the walk, as it rifes up the rocks, 
and pafles by the point of view firft men- 
tioned, you arrive at a bench, which com« 
mands a view delicious beyond all imagi- 
nation : on the left you look down upon 
the valley, with the river winding many 
hundred fathom perpendicular beneath, 
the whole furrounded by the vaft amphi«* 
theatre of wooded rocks ; and to the right 
full upon the town of Cbepji(nv j beyond it 
the vaft Severn s windings, and a prodi- 
gious profpedl bounding the whole. When- 
ever you come to Persfield^ reft yourfclf 
Ibme time at this bench, for believe me, it 
is a capital one. 

From thence an agreeable walk, fliaded 
on one fide with a great number of very 
fine fpruce firs, leads you to an irregular 
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fonAioii of winding wdkt, wii^ fAMl;f 
large trees grovrit^ from the ((aqfEttttwA 
lawR» ki a manner i^fing to any bat df 
tafte, and figures in a very ftdkli^ RUin- 
aer» by contraft to what ptsfently (k'i:c«eds$ 
wi^h is, a view, at the nty Idea of d^ 
fcrtbing whidt, my p«i dtop» (t<f/n Hay 
hsad : — ^No, my godd ff ieiSd, the ef6» of 
yoor imagination are not keen eiidiigh fd 
take in this poim, which tke united falents 
of a C/<a(^ a Pau^, a ^i«r»^/^ and a i5;M//j&, 
wouM icarcely be able to iketch. Fait to 
tlK left, appears benemb yocf, tfat ^^ey^ 
ki all its beautiful elegance, fiir rouAded> by 
die romantic rocky woodis ^ whieh^ ihight 
W called (to uft another's etpre^Hy at 
coarfie felvage <>f canVafs around a* fine 
piece of lawn. In the> fronf> rifef ft-om 
the hoikiwr of the river, a prodigies waS. 
of formidaUe rocks, and inlnf^dtiiltely 
above them, in breaks, winds^ tke Sevehf, 
as if parted from yon only hf them : on 
the right is (een the town and caftle, 
amidft a border of wood, with' the' Sev^erft 
above them, and over the wholev as far* as 
the eye can command, ?Sa. imnieii(b'p#olpe£l 
af dttbaat country. I ksve yew imisig;ina> 
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^I9n tx>&V6 1^42Q}pHffs to this HMre attm 
1^^ wh)ph is ^ I $ftn attsmpt. 

T|ie (jpiwg V^^lk of ^vf^-greens^ which 
|(|iid« frppi Itf QW^ is FeotarkaUy beautiftil 
in iHPfp9di fpi^ ihe town and the CQuntiy 
jibavA it appfgr ptrpetuaUy varying as yoo 
|n%V^ I ^^h momn^t prefenting a fre(h 
iu;e» liU th« whole is loft by deTcending* 

Qu x^m mtet with the grotto» a point of 
VWV exqutfttdry beautiful; it is a fqiall 
/^ve io th^ rQ<:k> ftuck with fteaca of imh 
110)1$. Kinds } copper, ^nd irop cind^^^ &s. 
Voyi lopk j^onii the feat in it immcdiMelyr 
4fV/m 4 Aeep flope on to a hoUow of wood; 
^WJided in front by the aaggy locks, 
Yihtiih ^ip to part you fr otn the Stvem m 
)^rea]|^;. \vith th^ diftant cpunjtiiy, fpotted 
^k^ith white buiUwgs above aU ; formiag a 
^(Ui^pe a3 trvly pifiurefqjae aa any in the 
3i^rl4% The wicniiag walk, which leads 
f(om the grotto, varies from, any of the 
^or^ter; for the town of Cbepfi&w, and the 
various, neighbovcing objects, break oa 
ypit. thrpvgh the hqdge, as you pais along, 
jfo^ a, Vimnfc. vety beautiful i-^r-^pafiing 
QVjej; a, liltk bcidge which i& thrown acro&, 
a. FiQ^ ii^ ahplUw way ttux)ugh.the wood» 
^((^u.cQqAe.tQ ^ brieak upon a fcoop of wood. 

aloii^ 
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alone^ which bdng diffin^nt from ttie red, 
pleafes as well by its novelty, as its roman- 
tic variety. Further on, from the fame 
walk, are two other breaks whieh let in 
rural pidures, fwcetly beautiful ; the latter 
opens to you a hollow of wood, bounded 
by the wall of rocks, one way, and letting 
in a view of the town another, in an 
exquifite tafte« The next opening in the 
hedge (I Ihould tell you, by the by, thaf 
thefe breaks and openings are all natural^ 
noQ&ftify artificial) gives you at one fmalt 
view, all the pi6lurefque beauties of a 
natural camera objcura ; you have a bench 
which is thickly (haded with trees, in a 
dark fequeftred fpot, and from it you look 
afide through the opening, on to a land- 
fcape which feems formed by the happieft 
hand of defign, which is really nothing 
but catching a view of accidental objedb. 
The town and caftle of Cbepfiov> appear 
from one part of the bench, rifing from 
the romantic fleeps of wood, in a manner 
too beautiful to exprefs 3 a fmall remove 
difcovers the fteeple fo dropt in the precife 
point of tafte, that one can fcarcely believe 
it a real fteeple, and not an eye-trap. 
Soon after a large break opens a various 

view 
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vkvv of the diftant country y ^nd not far 
from it another,^ which is much worthy of 
remark; you look down upon a fine bend 
c^ the river, winding to the c^ftle, which: 
appears here romantically (ituated; the 
oppofite bank is a fwelling hill, part over- 
run with gorfe and rubbiih, and part cul* 
tivated inclofures: this difference in the 
fame obje£l:, is hefe attended with emo- 
tions not ccmfonant j the wild part of the- 
hill fuits the reft of the view, and agrees, 
with it in the fenfations it raifes. but the. 
cultivated part being incomplete, and un- 
like the beautiful farm, at the bottom of 
the befqre-pientioned amphitheatre, wl^ch 
is entire, has a bad effe^. Was the whole 
well cultivated and lively, being rather 
diftin£t from the reft of the landfcape, it 
would have a much better efFei^:. 

The laft point, and which perhaps is 
equal to moft of the preceding, is the 
alcove. From this you look dovm per- 
pendicularly on the river, with a finely 
cultivated dope on the other fide. To the 
right is a prodigious fteep ihoar of wood, 
winding to the caftle, which, with a part > 
of the town, appears in full view. On. the 
left is feen a fine bend of the river for 
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Wodd), \ntU' tfttf li^dr appeafrmjs^ act jpUttxH 
iW rifuig cliffi^, and'ftirtfMtf on tbthrtdriii?- 
ikBtioil of tttis? vifew'tfedlrWdyi die Vdff watf 
d#ro(flk fd* often' mentibned; ^hidi i^ 
hi^ feeti in' Ibngtfi*, and fiaVe^ ^pehdbdy 
c^^. an'tUe Whole, tKi^'fceriekitiikiii^ 
mi rbtnarttid 

ifflbttt^a'ntile beybiid' thefe wiflks is' a" 
vary rttoiatttic clifR dallcd' t!ie'Wiiia*(*flff, 
fttfltt wtilch tHeeitfeiit of jJi'dfpeft ii'prti- 
digiotis^ but it is itiUft'ittaiiaric^bf&^fbr'thtf 
ftat^lrieiiig ech'fli oin'firiitg £( jJiflbP at goaf 
ftom'it. TBfe expMorl is- repeated' tfy^' 
timw • vary- dtffirtaiy^ from- rock! td' rdc' , 
often feVtn* and- if tHd cahtmefs* df* th«' 
Wcjitlier littppens* tb be retnatkablj^ fikVotir-' 
attej mTnc> tixats: THlis echb- is' wbridirfi-" 
folly curiotw; BeycWd the cM" alt flrtttf 
diftaftKc is I the' abbfey^ a* verttrifWe rUin, 
fihiAted in a- ronftintid' Hollcw^, bdingihg- 
to the D6k< f^Beatifortl v^ett'wcfrth'ydift^ 
feeing ^ and this is the condAflbtf' of* thfe' 
' fVr^^ ent*ttliintttf nt. 

Upon th'4^ wholes it e^ctWli artytlfiti^' 
of tHe'kind I ever (Sw. Irt pbiht b^'ftttt!'- ' 
ii>g pifturefque views, in the' rdtfiJttrti<i' 
tHej JVn^<^ is eiqtiifite. Tfie ttdti^itctf^ 
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indofiicmj iMmin^ the ^tto» of t&e 
vaU^ with th^rivw wifKUngroundfthctn» 
and the vaft anphkheatre ef rocks^ and 
p^ideii* Mwods which wall it m, to fiich a 
fliipenckHas heights is the capkal beauty-of 
the place^ and Mr« Morris has fixed ftis: 
beac^s, dit^i i)% thefe points of view which 
conmand it ii¥ the h^pieA manner; with* 
the vtmoft tai|e': Nap can* any thing be* 
inoi:q.ti)al]rpi£)!ttMfi)ue, than the appearaiicr 
which the Sewm^ takes, in nmny places, of' 
beipg' iu|^port«d and bounded by* the* walK 
of' rook^ though four miles diftttnt; this- 
efFedt is beyond all imagination beautifliliy 
pi^refquei Iti refpe^t to the extenflve 
prol^e^^-— the* agreeable mannerin which 
tl^«t»wni caftle, and deeple are caught— 
Viifeh Jihe rocks, woods^ and liver taken* in 
themietares^ other places* are equal; but 
wheo^they unite to fdrm the landfcapes T 
h»ve'ji^mentionedi I' believe they nerei? 
wttiTe^equdlled; 

Dbroogbout- the -whole of thefe walksv 
it^is^euidenti that'Mf*. Morn's meant thtm 
merely, as^anaifi^ance- to view the beau^ 
ti^SiOfii^ature^ a€^a-means of- feeing wbat< 
natuve'had' already done to his bands, and 
w^^KMit ^ any • idaa - of" decoration- or orna^ 
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roent; Every thing is in a juft tafte; but. 
as I have been particular in fpeaking of 
all the beauties of Persfield^ I muft be al* 
lowed to hint a few circumftances wanting 
to render it complete. But do not ima- 
gine I mean in the lead to difapprove the 
tafte of the moft ingenious owner ; by no 
means; I am not certain that it would be 
pofiible to add what I am going to men<- 
tion ; but I minute them merely that your 
idea of Persfield may be cxacir^ and that 
you may not raiftake any general excep- ' 
tions I have made ufe of, to imply beau* 
ties which are not here. 

The river Wiy^ which runs gt the bot- . 
tom of the walks, is an infinite advantage; 
but it is by many degrees inferior in beauty 
to a frcfli water one, which keeps a levd, 
and does not difplay a breadth of muddy 
baqk at low water ; and the colour is ex- 
ceffively badj it has not that tranfparent 
darknefs, that filver-fhaded furface, which 
is, of itfelf, one of the greateft beauties 
in nature, and would among thefe roman* 
tic objeds give a luftre inexpreflibly ele- 
gant. —— Cafcades are likewife grieatly 
wanting 3 in fuch fteeps of wood and em- 
browning hollows which throw a pleafing 
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feleihnky on . the mind; nodiirrg has {o 
^lorious^an eff€<5^, as breaking unexpected- 
ly upon a cafcade, gufhing from the rocks^ 
and over-hung with wood : there are many 
fpots in the Persfield hollows, which point 
put in the ftrongefl: manner the beauty of 
fuch objects. — Laftly, There is a want of 
contrails ; for the general emotions which 
arife on viewing the rocks, hanging woods, 
and deep precipices of Persfield^ arc all 
thofe of the fublime ; and when that is 
the cafe, the beautiful never appears in fuch 
bewitching colours, as thofe it receives 
from contraft : to turn fuddenly from one 
of thefe romantic walks, and break full 
upon a beautiful landfcape, without any 
inteimixture of rocks, diftant profpedt, 
or any objeft that was great or terrible^ 
hut on the contrary, lively and agreeable^ 
would be a vaft improvement here j and I 
venture the remark the rather, becaufe 
thofe views at Persfield^ which are beauti- 
ful, are all intermixed with the fublime ; 
the farm beneath you, is fuperlatively fo ; 
but the precipice you look down from, the 
hanging woods, and the rocks, are totally 
difFeient. The fmall break," however, 
through the hedge, which catches the town 
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and fteeple, is ih this taftc ; but cvch hertf* 
fome large rocks appear. Small ekgant 
buildings^ in a light and airy tafte, rifing 
from green and gently fwelling flopes, with 
fomething moving near them, and fitti^ted 
fo as the fun may (hine full upon them, 
viewed fuddenly from a dark romantic 
^walk, have a charming efFed: biitil: muft 
ftrike every one who walks over Persfield^ 
that the fineft feats, We. are feen rather 
too much before you ftep into them ; they 
do not break upoii you unexpeftedly 
enough i in many of them you fee the rails, 
which inclofe ttem on the brink of the 
precipice, at a fmall diftance before you 
enter. What an effeft would the view 
from the grotto, for inftance, have, if yoft 
entered it from behind, through a dark 
zig-zag narrow walk \ 

Excufe thefe hints, vt^hich I throw oat 
with great reludtance, for Penjkld^ not- 
withftanding thefe trifles, is a place full of 
-wonders,* and will yield you amazing en- 
tertainments this I am fure of, for I know 
your tafte. Before I finifh this tedious 
defcription, I cannot avoid mentioning the 
fpirit with which Mr. Morris has his place 
fliown; he has always people ready to at- 
6 tend 
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ibehd ivhoever comes, to conduA them 
ievery where, and not one of them is fuf- 
fered to take a farthing ; yet they fhew 
Jsvery thing with great readinefs and civi* 
iity : what a contraft to the infolence met 
with from the Duke of Marlborougi>s por- 
ters, after feeing the footman for feeing 
the houfe! 

From Cbepjhw we eroded the Severn to 
BriftoU This paflage^ as they call it, not 
a ferry, is fometimes rough ; but we had 
fortunately a very agreeable one. It is 
two miles over ; and we were only fifteen 
minutes in the boat* From the landing- 
place I paffed to King*s WejloHy the feat of 
Edward Southill, Efcj; built by Sir John 
Vanburgb. It is in his heavy ftile j the hall 
the only tolerable room, and that rendered 
totally ufelefs, by a vaft echo. Before one 
of the chimneys, is a prodigious pair of 
elk's horns, dug out of a bog in Ireland: 
the finefl piClure is that of Lord Thomas 
Cromwell J by Holbein^ ^n exceeding good 
one. 

The lawn, which the houfe looks upon, 
is very beautiful 5 but for a proljpe£t, you 
muft go up the hill, a little beyond where 
the breakfafting houfe for the hot-welj 

N 2 com- 
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company is fituated j you look down from 
the hill to the left upon fome fine wood^, 
in the mid ft of which, Mr. Southits houfe 
appears. In front is a very fine valley, 
two miles broad, beautifully interfered 
with hedges and trees, and bounded by the 
Severn^ which is here ten miles OT^r; you 
command Kingroady with a fleet of fliipf 
ping, generally lying at anchor ; and, laft- 
ly, the Weljh mountains terminate the 
whold. Behind there is an extenfive view 
of the country, well fcattered with villages:' 
the windings of the Severn are fe6n 20 
miles, and thofe of the Avon quite to Bri* 
JIgL The prorpe6l extends into Somerfet- 
JhirCy Glojierjhirey Monmouthjhirey Glatnor-^ 
ganjhirey Brecknockfiire^ Radnor/hire ^ and 
even to Pembrokejhire *, and, upon the 
whole, is inferior to nothing, but the moft 
aftonifhing one in the Billericay road, al-^ 
ready defer ibed. 

On the road to Brifiol I could fee nothing 
but very rich grafs, which letts fcom 20 j*. 
and^ 30 J", to 40 J. an acre. 

There are a few things in the neigh- 
bourhood of Brijloly which I fhould advife 
any curious traveller to view; and none 
more remarkable than St. Vincent's rock, 

~" behind 



behind the hot-well: it hangs over the 
river Avon in vaft and tremendous clifts, 
of a prodigious height, and in a place where 
the river winds a little ; they form on one 
fide a vaft amphitheatre, which, perhaps, 
is one of the moft fublime fights in nature. 
The oppofite (here of the rwev is very 
fteep, but quite covered with wood j the 
verdure of which is a ftrong contraft to the 
barren craggy rock. 

At Clijtoriy a village hard by this rock, 
there is a grotto. to be feen, curious in 
materials and tafte; you enter, it under- 
ground, through a dSrk arched paflkge of 
brick, which has much the air of aii ap- 
proach to a wine-vault : on opening the 
door, the firft obje6t which ftrikes you, is 
a den, with the ftatue of a lyon in it. 
Pleafing objefts are generally wilhed for in 
a fequeftered grot ; but the owner of this 
is more pleafed with thofe of terror. 

Ruftic pillars, the vvoikmanlhip of na- 
ture, (or at l^aft fo in appearance^ which 
feem to fupport a craggy joof, are by no 
means amifs in a grotto ; but this gentle- 
man delights in the regular works of art^ 
and accordingly four tufcan pillars are 

here the fupporters of the roof. A fmall 

N 3 ' cafcade 
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cafcade iffuing from broken apertures in a 
rock, and falling in little broken fheets on 
ftraggling fea-weed, coral, foflils, Gfr. 
is natural. Here is a cafcade indeed ; but 
it ppurs out of the urn of a river god. 
- Any thing manifeftly carrying the 

appearance of art, in fuch an invitation of 
nature, is painful ^ a ftair-cafe of wot)d, 
for inftance. But in this celebrated one, 
art out-does all common art i for here is a 
door and ft^ir-cafe painted ! to make fon^e 
amends for the want of a real one. Your 
deceptio vifis \$ a capital gentleman in mq- 
dern tafte, and highly proper for a grotto. 
T—— Li^ht to view fuch objedls as thefe 
fliould come in no common manner; you 
may poffibly imagine, that it breaks from 
one aperture in the rock to another, an4 
at laft enters by refradlion^ you know not 
where : nothing in this mean ftile, I aflure 
you ;/ a plain fky-Iight of glafs, gives yqu 
the fun's rays in their native heat, which 
afts by contraft on the coolnefs of the wa- 

ter. But to have done with dijpofition^ 

and come to materials : There is the utmoft 
profufion of Bri/iol ftone, many of the 
pieces very fine -, the four pillars are ftucl^ 
^ith ^otljing elfe : likpwife a great num- 

bef 
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ber of fine fhells, foffils, corals, fpar, 
&c. &c. &c. all in greater plenty, and 
better of their fprt, than in any grotto I 

have feen. ^This gentleman at one end 

of his terrafs has a fummer-houfe with 
gofbic battlements, and windows ehcom* 
palled by a colonade on tufcan pillars, and 
in his garden other curious ftrokes of — - 
Put I have done ; nor fliould I have ven- 
tured fo far, but for an afFeftation of 
keepipg them locked up from . common 
eyes. 

When we had fufficiently feafted our 
eyes with thefe objedls of tafte ; we viewed 
the front of Mr. dozen's houfe at Redlands : 
it is of white ftone, light, and elegantly 
beautiful i I never faw any thing pleafed 
me fo much, except Uolkam^ and Spencer 
houfe in the green park; and one would 
think that doors are of infinitely difficult 
architedlure, for thefe three houfes have, 
to appearance, none. The archite6t of 
this, indeed, forgot that his center window 
did not look like one; and has, according- 
ly, built and planted a long, but abfurd 
approach from the road to it ; and feveral 
flights of fteps in the garden, feem to lead 
only to the windows : whenever there is nb 

N 4 appearance 
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appearance of a door, equal to the front, 
no particular line of approach to the center 
fhould be fufFered,— — The chapel in the 
village, is neat and pretty. ^ 

Mr. Champions copper- works, about 
three miles from Brijiol^ are very well 
worth feeing. They dil'play the whole' 
procefs ; froui the melting of the ore, to 
making it into pins, pans;S?r, The liquid 
ore pouring out of the furnace into clay 
moulds, I fancy refembles the flight erup- 
tions of mount . Vejuvius. After being 
feveral times melted, it is poured into a flat 
mould of ftone, to make it into thin plates, 
about four feet long ami three broad, 
Thofe plates are then cut into 1 7. flripes^ 
and thele again, by particular machines, 
into many more very thin ones, and drawn 
out to the length of 17 feet, which are 
again drawn into wire, and done up in 
bunches of 40 s. value each ; about 100 of 
which are made here every week," and each 
makes 100,000 pins. The wires axe cut 
into them, and compleated here, employ- 
ing a great number of . girls, who with 
little machines, worked by their feet, point 
and head them with great expedition j and 
will each do 4 pound and half in a day. 

The 
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The heads are fpun by a woman with ^ 
wheel, much like a common ijpinning- 
wheel, and then feparated from one ano- 
ther by a man, with another little machine 
like a pair of fheers. They have ieveral 
lapis caiaminaris itones for preparing it to 
make the brafs, of which they form a vaft 
number of awkward looking pans and 
diflies for the negroes, on the coaft of 
Guinea. All the machines and wheels are 
fet in motion by water 5 for railing which, 
there is a prodigious fire engine, which 
raifes, as it is faid^ 3000 hogflieads every 
minute. 

On the other fide of Brijiol^ land pre- 
fently declined in richnefs ; for about half 
way between. jBr/^(?/ and Batb^ arable letts 
for fo little as from ^s. or 6 s. an acre to 
12 s. and good grafs for near 20 s. Their 
courfe of crops, taken in general, is, 
I. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley, 4. Clo- 
ver. Mountains of cinder aflics might be 
had around Briftol^ but few farmers feem 
to fetch them. 
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LABOUR, 



In winter and ipring, i s^ and is.zd. 
In hay and corn-harveft, mowing and 
leaping, I «. 6 i. dinner and beer* 



PROVISIONS, 





4, 


Bread, - 


- 2 ^ lb, 


Butter, - 


- 6 


Mutton, - 


- 4 


Beef, 


^ 4 


Veal, - 


- 3; 



Not far out of Brijid^ I had the fatis- 
iac^ion of remarking a three-acred piece 
of drilled Lucerne, which particularly 
caught my attention, notwithdanding a 
pile of building within fight, firange and 
9(Uy dt lead, I made the neceHary inqui* 
rics concerning the hiftory of this lucejrne, 
and found that the owner, Mr. Reeves^ had 
before tried four acres of it, but without 
fuccefs s that he then fowed this piece of 
tht*ee acres^ on a different foil, and with 

better 
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better fiiccefs. It ivas mowed laft 
three times fbr hay, to mix with commoii 
hay ; but it had not been cut this year, a 
circumftancp which furprlzed me ; for th? 
beginning of July is very late indeed f<»: 
the firft cutting of Lucerne ; and I (hould 
apprehend, proved fufficiently, that the 
foil wms not yet hit off with any great luck 
r— unlefs, indeed, it arofe from a want of 
culture ; for I remarked the fpaces between 
the rows to be v? ry full of weeds, though 
I was told Mr. Reeves had givch it niuch 

hoeing and cleaning. Lucerne, I am 

perfuaded, will never turn to any account 
for hay ; the great advantage attending it, 
is the feeding cattle with it green ; but the 
delicacy of the leaves is fo great, that nine 
parts in ten of them either fall off, or. turn 
black in the making. 

My ftay in Bath was but very fliort : I 
fpent a few hours with my very excellent 
friend, Mr. Harte^ canon of JVindfori 
whofe converfation, on the fubjeft of hus- 
bandry, is as full c^ experience, and as 
truly folid, as his genuine and native hu- 
raour, extenfive knowledge of mankind^ 
and admirable philanthropy, are pleating 
^nd inftrudlivp. Ofie hour fpent in this^ 

gen- 
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gentleman's company, I prized a thoufand 
degrees beyond all the arcbite£tural beauties 
oi Batby which you would not, however, 
fail of admiring greatly. Believe me, Batb 
greatly exceeds London m regularity of 
iHiilding, and in being proportionally a 
much finer city : the mod criticifing eye 
muft allow that the Circus is truly beauti- 
ful, and ornamented to that juft degree of 
elegance which, if I may be allowed the 
cxpreffion, lies htiyittn profujwn ^ndi Jim- 
plicity. 

From this noble city, I took the road to 
the Devifes. The foil is generally very 
good, particularly the grafs-lands, of which 
there is the greateft quantity. They lett 
from 20 J. to 30 5. an acre, and the arable 
and grafs all around Melkfham at 20 5. on 
an average, which is high. In that neigh- 
l)ourhood they fow all forts of grain ; but 
one circumftance which gave me concern, 
was the falling off I perceived in the ufe of 
oxen 5 fcarce any ox-teams are kept be- 
tween Bath and the Devifes ; all the coun- 
try-people I talked with, (haked their heads 
at the mention of oxen, and gave imgie- 
diate preference to horfes. 

LA- 
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LABOUR. 

Ill winter to hay-harvcft, lo J. a day. 
In hay-harveft, is. zd. and is. 3^. 
Reaping wheat, 45. 51. 6j..and ys. an 

acre. 
Mowing fpring-corn^ 1 /• 

PROVISIONS. 



d. 



Bread, 


- 2 per\b. 


Butter, - 


■-■ 5 


Mutton, - 


- 4 


Beef, 


- 4 


Veal, 


- 4 



The dreary tra61: of country, from the 
Devifes to Sdlijhury^ affords but little that 
is remarkable in hufbandry comparable to 
what might be expelled from a cuhivatcd 
one ; but it muft by no means be pafled 
over without attention. I was fortunate 
in meeting with a very intelligent occupier 
of near 500/. a year, who gave me a con- 
iiflent and clear account of the flate of 

farming 
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lartxiing in that vaft traft of open country; 
and he agreed with the other pieces of in-^ 
telligence I gained* 

The farhw, I found, were in general 
extremely large: two of three hundred 
pounds a year, they reckon Jmall; from 
that rent to loooA a year, are cotnmoni 
The rent of land appeared to me very rea,- 
fonable j for their arable lands they pay 
generally 75. or 8 s. an acre ; and as to 
the plain, they have their fhares of that 
into the bargain. Many of them have iixi 
feven, or eight hundred acres of arable 
land; and fome never Jew lefs than five 
hundred. The flocks of fhcep they kecp^ 
on the plain, I believe, are the greateft in 
England-, they run in number from. 3 and 
400, to 3000 ; fold them the whole year 
round, and fhift the folds every night. No 
oxen are ufed, but all borfes. The par- 
ticulars of a farm of 590 /• a yeiir, werei 

18 or 20 horfes. 

20 men and boys all the year. 
They ufe three or four horfes to a plough ; 
who fcarcely do an acre a day. The par-' 
ticular culture they give each crop, I found 
nearly as follows • but firft I fhould tell you 
their courfe is, i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 

3. Bar- 
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3. Barley, and then Fallow again ; unlefs 
hop, clover, or ray-grafs are thrown in^ 
or fainfoine, which they leave as long as 
it will laft. Their preparation for wheat 
is three earths; fow three bufhels, and 
reap, on a medium, 24 quarterar, raea(ure 
nine gallons. They likewise plough thrice 
for barley, fow four buftiels ; and reckon A 
middling crop 3 qrs. When they fow oats^ 
they plough but once 3 throw in five bu*" 
fhels of feed, and gain, on a medium, $ 
qrs. For beans one ploughing ; plant two 
, buftiels, hoe them twice, and reap, on a 
medium, 3 qrs. For peafe, they plough 
ieldom above once; fow four bufhels, and 
when in rows after the plough, hoe them, 
and reckon two quarters and half a mid-* 
dling crop. They fow a great many tur- 
nips; (I obferved one large piece, with 
large leaves, to the breadth of four or five 
inches, which is very early) a plough for 
them three times, hoe them twice, and 
ufe them for feeding their (heep. Hogs 
they feed only with whey, grains, &c. 
none upon clover. 
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LABOUR. 

• • .. . ' 

Ih winter^ and quite to harveft^ lo d. d 

day- 
In harveft, i j. 8 d» ditto. 
Reaping wheat, 5 s. ah acre^ 
Mowing corn, 10^. 

*— ^ Grafs, IS. SJ. 

A boy of feven or eight years old, 2 d^ 



IMPLEMENTS^ 

A nevi' waggoni 20 /• 
A cart, 10/. 
A plough, 18 j. 
Harrows, ys. 6d; 



PROVISIONS; 





di 


Bread, i. 


- 2 per lb. 


Butter, - 


- 7^ 


Mutton, 


4 ' 


Beef, 


- 4 


Checfe, - 


- 3 



I forgot 



i • 
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1 forgot to tell you, that they fometi riles 
pare and burn ; the price 1 5 s. an acre. 
Was my attention direded more towards 
curiofities, I (hould fill ^ feveral pages con* 
cerning S/one Henge^ which lies but a little 
way out of the road from the Devifes to 
Salijbury. The ftones are in form and fize 
really ftupendous, and the idea of the diffi- 
culty of moving and raifing them, is very 
great. The country, even on this fide the 
Devifes^ has certainly a quarry under it, 
from whence they might be dug 5 but if 
the difficulty of the removal is thought too 
great, ^ere^ If they are not a compofi- 
tion ? Though I rather believe them to be 
moved ; for in ages very populous, wonder- 
ful works of this kind might be perform- 
cd^ and even powers of mechanifm exert- 
ed, to which we are at prefent Grangers : 
nor are fuch works as thefe, bad memo-' 
rials of the population of former ages. 

Before we came to Salijbury^ we turned 
to the right a little, to view fFilforty famous 
for its manufactory of carpets, and the 
feat of the Earl of Pembroke. I found the 
manufafturing journeymen earned, in ge- 
neral, about \qs. or 125. a week> and 
their number about 60 or 8o. 

O . My 
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My Lord Pembroke s feat, at this place, 
is a very anciettt building, having been a 
monaftery in the beginning of Queen £//- 
zabetb's reign : the difpofition- of the apart- 
ments is, of courfe, very irregular j fof 
which reafon you muft excufe my being 
exaft, in going from one into another, 
according to their fituation. ^ 

In the court, before the front, ftands a 
column of white Egyptian granate, with a 
ftatue of Venus on the top of it j extremely 
fine, and worthy of attention from the 
curious in thefe matters. It is the fame as 
was fet up before the temple of Venus Ge- 
netrixy by Julius Cafar. In one of the 
nitches of a pedeftal, in the inner court, 
is a ftatue of Venus picking a thorn out of 
her foot j the turn of the body is inimita- 
ble, and the exprefCon of pain in her coun* 
tenance, fine. 

The hall is 50 feet by 28, with a gallery 
in the fame (lile as the Houghton oi^e : It 
contains a vaft profufion of flatues, buds, 
and balTo relievos. I made memorandums 
of thofe which ftruck me moft j for th^ 
number of the whole is fo great, that it 
would almoft fill a volume to mention the 
beauties of them : the houfe-ileward fells a 

half- 
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lialf-crown catalogue to thofe who chufe 
to purchafe it. 

Statue of DUia Clara } drapery exceedingly 

fine. 
Ditto, Euterpe^ by Ckomenes\ elegantly 

done. 
Buft of Nero ; the countenance exprellive 

of his foul. 
Ditto, of Lucilia ; very fine. 
Statue of Hercuks dying ; vaft expreifioil. 
An Alto Relievo, Saturn ; moft exquifitely 

performed. 
Ditto, Endymim afieep; a wretched pof-- 

ture. 
Ditto, Saturn crowning arts and fciences i 

very fine. 

On each fide the door leading to the 
ftair-cafc, is a copy by fFilton i one the 
Fenus de Medicis^ and the other Apollo of 
Belvidere. Thefe are not only the heft 
copies of thofe ftatues in England^ but are 
moft inimitably done. Let us lay afide all 
prejudices, upon account of their being 
but copies, and examine them for a mo- 
ment' as originals. The eafy, graceful ,. 

O 2 attitude 
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attitude of the Apollo^ was never exceeded i 
nor had ever drapery fo light, airy> and 
elegant an appearance j the robe falling on 
one fide, and thrown negligently over the 
ftretched out arm, is a ftroke of grace be- 
yond defcription. "And the beauty and 
delicacy of the Venus amazingly fine. 

In the billiard-room. 

Statue of Marcus Antoninus ; the hand turn- 
ed behind the drapery very finely. 

Ditto, Venus j attitude fine> but bad dra- 
pery. 

In the chapel room is a chimney-piece of 
Inigo Jenes 5 but very heavy. . 

Statue of a River Nymph; exceedingly 

' elegant. 

New dining-room, 45 by 21. 

Piftures in this room, not mentioned in 
the catalogue they fell at the houfe. 

M Angelo. Fruit pieces.. 

Zaccharelli. Landfcape. 

Sahiati. Our Saviour in the wilder- 

nefs. . 
Vernet. Landfcape, exceedingly fine -^ 

the clear obfcure inimitable. 
^ Vandyke. 
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Vandyke. Himfclf. 

The Duke iEJpernon. 

"Rubens. Harveft home, 

St. Luke. Virgin and our Saviour: You 
will be furprifed to find St. Luke 
in a catalogue of painters j but 
the houfekeeper tells you, with a 
very grave face, there are writ- 
ings in the library which prove 
it : but it is too good for PaleJ- 
tine or Judea y it is very fine. 

If I am not miftaken, it is tiiis room 
that the Defcent from the Crofs, by Albert 
Durery is removed into. It appears to me 
to be one of the very fined pieces in this 
colleftion; it confifts of eleven figures of 
the moft capital expreflion. The bloody 
body of Cbriji is wonderfully painted : I 
beg you will take particular notice of this 
pifliure, if ever you fee Wilton -, for it is by 
far the great eft work I have febn of this 
mafter^s, and which ranks him with the 
greateft of painters. 

The hunting-room, 25 fquare. 

J flopped for a while, to admire the 

O 3 bu% 
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buft of Mago ; that great genius, whofe 
htifbandry writings were the only rem- 
nant Rome allowed of her proud rivals 
Carthage. 

Cube-room, 30 fquarc. 

Double-cube, 60 long, 30 broad, and 
30 high : a mofl elegant room, in which 
proportion pleafes every eye: a greater 
breadth would pofljbly be an improvement^ 
but there can be no comparifon between 
the proportion of this room, and thofe of 
cubes, or any other forfti, in which the 
beight is equal to, or more than the length. 
One end is covered by the famous Piembroke 
family, by Vandyke ; one of the fineft pic- 
tures of the kind in the world. Over the 
chimney is another Vandyke^ exceedingly 
elegant ; King Charles's children. 

^Tbe tables in this room are wonderfully 
fine, particularly that of Verde^ Antique* In 
the lobby, I remarked a Sappho in ivory 5 
of mod amazingly fine fculpture, and in 
admirable perfection : here is a Nativity 
by Van Eyck^ excellent. , 

The King's bed-chamber, 30 by 2 5. 

The corner-room, 25 fquare. 

The 
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The pi6lures which ftruck me moft in 
this room were, 

• • 

Titian. Mary Magdalen; very fine. 

M Angela. Defcent from the Crofs ; won- 
derfully great. 

Dominicbino. Mary Magdalen; flefh finely 
painted. 

Penni^ Cbrijl aftride upon a lamb : 
Jofeph's head exceedingly fine; 
he is looking on, 

Vandenverfe. Mars and Venus ; very fine. 

Rubens. The four Children; exceeding 
elegant. It is faid to be the fineft 
in England of this mafter. 
Nativity on copper; beautiful. 

In the Black Marble Table Room, Cleopa^ 
tra fitting, with Cafarion^ her 
fon, on her lap, fucking j the 
attitude is extremely eafy and 
elegant. 

Venus afleep; beautiful. 

Jnigo Jones s front is reckoned very ca- 
pital; and not without reafon. In the 
garden is an arcade; the front of it like- 
wife by InigOy and beautiful. The ftable 
piazza was alfo built by him. The bridge, 

O 4 built 
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built by the late Earl of Pembroke^ from a 
defign of Palladio, is much efleemed ; but 
I muft own, it did not anfwer my expedla- 
tions^ appearing to me, rather heavy. 
Upon the cold bath is a beautiful copy of 
the Antinous. 

Near the turnpike, turning into Salijbury^ 
I met with a fmall field of Lucerne, drilled 
in rows, at one foot diftance, belonging 
to Mr. Hunt^ a brick-maker. It is three 
years ol^ s was cut four or five times the 
two years laft paft. Some of it was cut 
twice this year, and the reft of a proper 
height for cutting j very thick, vigorous, 
and well looking. It was ufed for feeding 
horfes green, and reckoned a great im- 
provement. This little piece of intelli- 
gence, in favour of my favourite grafs, 
pleafed me not a little. Before I totally 
quit this vaft plain, I fiiould remark two 
particulars; the firft is, that for many 
miles between Devizes and Salijburyy there 
grows in the turf a vaft quantity of wild 
Burnet, v/hich feems exaftly like the cul- 
tivated fort; but is, itfelf, a dwarf kind. 
Secondly, I never faw fo good flieep- 
walks as all this country; the verdure is 
good, and the grafs, in general, fine paf- 

ture, 
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tore, fuch as would turn to prodigious 
account, if converted to the purpofes of 
tillage, and let me add, population. This 
expreflion puts me further in mind of the 
vaft improvements which "Salijbury plain 
calls for. In twenty miles I met with only 
one habitation, which was a hut. A very 
little refleftion will tell us, that fuch a vaft 
traft of uncultivated land is a j^ublic nui- 
fance. This plain is as broad as it is 
long, befides many irregular breaks into 
the adjoining cultivated country; there- 
fore, if we calculate the area at a fquare 
of 22 miles, it will, I am confident, be 
under the truth. Now, it has been calcu- 
lated, that all the corn exported from 
England^ would annually grow on fuch a 
fquare : What an argument is this for 
cultivating it ! Innumerable are the argu- 
ments and clamours againft, exporting fo 
much corn 5 when the cultivation of one 
fingle plain would yield nearly the whole : 
' but if with ftrift deduftions, on account 
of fallow, graffes, &c. half was only pro- 
duced, it would, I apprehend, be thought 
the beft method of remedying any imagi- 
nary evils attending exportation. I do not 
believe there is really a barren acre of land 

in 
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in all this traft -, for the foil, whenever 1 
remarked it, is a fine light loam, yielding 
exceeding good grades, and would hear as 
fine corn as any in the world. The com* 
mon plea in favour of downs and (heep** 
walks, is the produce of wool; .but the 
moft exa£b calculations that can be made 
plainly prove the vaft fuperiority of arable 
farms, with a proper proportion of graflesi 
nor does the wool of any tra6t of land, m 
the employment of manufadurers, by a 
hundred degrees equal the population at-> 
tending the plough. What an amazing 
improvement would it be, to cut this vaft 
plain into farms, by inclofurcs of quick 
hedges, regularly planted with fuch trees 
as bed fuited the foil! A very different 
afpedt the country would prefent from 
what it does at prefent, without a hedge, 
tree or hut; and inhabited only by a few 
ihepherds and their flocks. 

Salijbury is one of the prettieft towns in 
Enghnd', the market-place is well built, 
the whole exceedingly clean, and with 
one circumftance I never obferved in any 
other place, a fmall tranfparent ftream 
runs through every ftreet; in many of 
them two> one on each fide, inftead of 

^ gutters; 
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gotters: The efFedl of this in cleanlinefs 
>and beauty is very great. 

The country between Salijbury and 
Romfey is generally inclofed, and well 
cultivated : I found the hufban dry pretty 
much the fame acrofs from Brucbalh to 
White Parifhy and then along "to Romfey : 
their courfe of crops, with fo^ne variations, 
is, 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley, 
4. Oats, peafe or beans or fetches : 

or I. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Barley. 

4. Hop, clover, or ray^^grafs for two years. 
For wheat, they plough three or four times, 
(bw three bulhels, or 3I. on^an acre, in 
Jufy ^nd Augufti and reckon 3 quarters a 
middling crop. For barley they plough 
from once to thrice, fow four buftiels, and 
get, on a medium, j quarters and an half, 
or 4 quarters. Oats they plough for but 
once, fow 5 or 6 bufhels; and gain, on a 
medium, from four to five quarters, which 
is a very good crop. They plough twice 
for beans, fow 4 bufhels, and reap feldom, 
on a medium, above 2 quarters} but then 
they never hoe them. For peafe they vary 
greatly; about BrMbalk they plough but 
once, whereas, around White Parijh^ they 
ftir twice or thrice for them; both fow 

three 
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Harveft, is. 6 J. and beer> or is. id. and 

tiduals and drink. 
Reaping wheat, 4 s. 6 J. and 5/; 
Mowing corn» i x. and is. ad, 

Grafe, from SaUJbufj to Brucbalk^ 

25. 6i/» an acre, to Romfey is. 6 d. 
Hoeing turnips, 2s. 6 J.. 
Children fifteen years old, 4^. or ^d 



IMPLEMENTS. 



Thefe are the fame as from the Devizes. 



PROVISIONS. 







d. 


Bread, 


- 


i^perlb 


Butter, - 


- 


64 


Mutton; - 




44 


Beef, 


• 


3 


Veal, 


- 


24- 


Cheefe, - . 


- 


3- 



As to manufaftures, there are confider- 
able ones of flannels and linfeys at Salif- 
bury^^ at which the journeymen earn from 

7^- 
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^i. to 9i. a week the year round : and at 
Romfey^ near 500 hands are employed in 
making thoie (halloons which are caUed 
Rattinetts: the journeymen earn, on an 
average, 9/. a week all the year; and a 
girl of fixteen or eighteen, a (hiUing a day 
by weaving, but in the neigbouring vil- 
lages, by fpinning, not above half as 
much I the children are employed at quill* 
ing very young. 

The road from SaliJburyXo Romfey^ and 
the firft four miles from thence to Win- 
cbefter^ I found fo remarkable good, that 
I made particular inquiries concerning their 
making and mending it. They firft lay 
a foundation of large ftones, which they 
level with fmaller ones j then make a layer 
of chalk oh that gravel, and, laftly, ano- 
ther of fifted gravel, exceeding fine ; and in 
fome places tending towards a fand. They 
are many miles as level, as firm, and as 
free from loofe ftones as any the fineft gar- 
den walk I ever beheld j and yet the traffic 
on it is very great by waggons. But fcarce- 
ly the print 6f a wheel is to be feen on it 
for miles ; and I really believe there was 
not a loofe ftone to make a horfe ftumble, 
nineteen miles from Salijbury. , 

Between 
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Between Romfey and Wincbefier fhe hu(^; 
bandry is, in general, the fame as what 
I laft mentioned, but with fome variationsi 
which I (hall mention. They feed their 
tiirnips off with (heep ; but not for wheat, 
but barley ; oftentimes, however, they fow 
them after fetches, which they either feed 
off with fheep, or mow green for horfes; 
feldom letting them ftand for feed or hay* 
They plough but once for them, and fow 
three bufliels. This is excellent hufbandry ; 
a thick crop of them loofening the foil as 
much as feveral ploughings. The farms 
are, in general, fmall ; 200 /. they reckon 
large, and lands lett, on an average, grafs 
and arable, from 75. to 20 j. per acre j but 
generally about 10 s. Having moftly a 
right to commonage, they keep a greater 
number of fbeep than appears to be pro- 
portioned to their faims. One of 50 /• a 
year, for inftance, has 300. Some of 
the farmers, neareft^ to Wincbefter^ ferve 
the inns with ftraw, and take their dung 
in return; and bring coal-afhes from 
thence; fome foap-afties, for which they 
give zs. b d. per waggon load ; which is 
prodigious cheap.. No oxen ufed; four 

horfes 



.1 
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korfes to a plou^. Their meafbrt i9 
fcjct to a perch. 

t A B O U R, 

In winter, to hay-time, i s. a day. 
Mowing hay, n.bd. ditto. 
Reaping wheat, 5 5. 
Mowing corn, and raking it, a 5. 

Grafs> and making into hay in 
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- the meadows, 5 i. Elfewhere 3 /. 
Hoeing turnips, 4 s. and i^s.td. 
A boy of 7 or 8 years old, 3 1/. a day, 

< 

PROVISIONS, 



• 




d. 


Breads » 


- 


2^ ;^ lb. 


Batter, - 


-^ 


64. 


Mutton,^ 


^ 


4 


Veal, 


- 


3^ 


Beef, 


km 


4 . 


Cheele, ^ 


" 


3 


Cemk, « 


- 


9 a bulhel. 



. From Winfhefier I turned out of ipy way 
l^r^fely to view Crux Eqfion^ and the 

P cpuntry 
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country adjoining, that I might be the 
better able to underftand feveral particu'* 
lars, which Mr, Li/le^ in his Objervatims 
on Hujbandry^ leaves very doubtful. I 
wanted to difcover, \i the foil required 8 
and lo oxen to plough; but» herein, I 
was, what I may call, pradically difapr 
pointed^ for not a working ox is to be 
met with for miles around, and very few 
i^n the wlK>le countiy. But they commcm-. 
ly ufe 3 horfes, fpmetimes 4. White earth, 
which he fo often mentions, is very dry, 
found corn -land, very (hallow ; for tftc 
pure chalk is at a few inches of depth, and 
the furface varies only from it in its dry- 
nefs. The rent, at a medium, ' of whole 
farms there, is oi/and loj*. an acre. I 
muft own, I expe6led^ fomething more pe^ 
culiar than I found; however,, my own 
curiofity was fatisfied, though I could not 
bring /rom them many particulars worth 
yourreadmg. 

The country around Winchefler^ and to 
Aylesfordy and its neighbourhoQd, is, in, 
general, poor • in the latter, land letts 
from 5 J. to 10 s. an acre, and grafs much 
hi^er : . their flocks of fheep are confider- 



\ 



able, iariling to above looo, and tfic be-' 
riefit of folding well known. Particulars 
of culture dnd prices, are the fame as thofe 
I troubled you with laft. I Ihould ob- 
fcrve, that Mr. Rodney of Old Aylesford^ 
has tried a fmall field with lucerne, broad- 
caft, and a piece of another with burrtet i 
riie plants of the latter Were vigorous, and 
looked well 5 but fo thin that there was not 
half a crop j it is a year and a half old j-' 
but I could not find that any cattle would 
cat it. His lucerne Was broad-caft^ except 
about half a dozen rows, two feet afun- 
der; but as the crop was very thin, and 
much over-run with weeds, it affords me 
ho conclufions that are the leaft determi- 
nate. 

• RecoUcfting a letter in the Mufaum' 
Ruflicufn^ which mentioned the Earl of 
Noribingfon's having ordered an experiment 
to be tried on burnet, I-determihed to view 
it, though fix miles out of my way, in go- 
ihg and returning. I found it about one 
atre ; and was informed, that the foil was 
light, biit rich enough to produce wheat, 
or any other common grain. It was two 
years old laft fpring; fown by itfelf, and 
kept clean, ai^d mown once the firit year 7 

P 2 the 
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th^fecond^ twice; once for feed, andoiici^ 
for green food; the horfes, hogs, and 
fheep, feed freely on it; and this poifit^ 
it is imagined at the Grange^ depend^ up* 
on not giving it them, when too old a^ 
fialky. At prefent, it is (landing for Zfkr 
other crop of feed, not having been cot. 
this year; and is really a very fine thlcli: 
crop, of great bulk, and has v^ry itw 
weeds in it. 

The country between Aylesford and -4^-? 
ion is pleafant, and well cultivated, bqt 
not rich in £bil ; the land, in general^ is 
light and dry, very healthy, and bears, by 
means^ of good tillage and manure, wheafr 
and turnips ; two vegetables which delight 
in oppofite foils ; but whenever any one 
yields both, that circumftance is a ftrong 
reafon for concluding it, what the farmery 
call, a kindly foil. The rent through tbi? 
tra6l is in general^ j s^ or 8 s. an acrc» 
grafs and arable, one with another : and 
here I (hould obferve, that any farmer who 
has a tolerable capital for manuring, wilt 
make more money of fuch land than of 
better ; for, although the land whiqh letts 
/or a guinea is much better, yet 14 j, laid 
t^vx every year in manures on ^e 7^. foil. 
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will, niidoubtedly, yield RHl finer crops 5 
kncf this f ruth is cxtremefy pilpable, if thtf 
rich foil is inclirtabte to wetnefs. 

The farms are, in general, fmafl ; 200 h 
a year is reckoned a very krge one : they 
foft, in general, from 30/. or 40/. a year, 
to /50/. They catwnot be fo fmall as irt 
(otfit coufttiesi becaafe no pfough ftirs with 
fefs than fotf r borfes, and a farm of 15/, 
0*" 16 L could not keep them. Their courfe 
of crops is, 1. l»*attow. 2. Whtat. 3. Bar^ 
ley. 4. Cfotrer aitd trefoil, and fome ray- 
grafe two years; then round again: oi^^^ 
I. Turnips, i^ Ifariey. 3. Graffes, two 
years. 4. Fallow. 5. Wheat. 6. Barley. 
They plough three times for wheat, fow 
three buflbelS;" afnd reckon two quarters a 
middling erop. For barley they plough 
twice, fow four bafhels ; and reckon two 
quarters and hAlf the meditfm. They 
Yery feldorti give Ibove one earth for OaTS ; 
f6\v four and a half, or five bnftieis, and 
reckon three quarters the middling prodQCe. 
For peafe they plough once, fow three or 
four bufiiels, according to the fize of the 
pea ; and two quarters and a half the me-' 
dium. Fetches they never fow, except 
for feeding ofi^ with fiieep, or cutting green 

P 3 for 
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for their horfes ; they plough but oi|ce for 
them, and fow two bufhels. Whenever 

» " • * 

thefe crops of oats, peafe or fetches, come 
ki, it is, in general, inftead of barley. The. 
culture of turnips has within thefe 12 years 
increafed twenty to one j they plough three 
or four times for them, hqe them once, 
and feed them off entirely with ftcep, 
Th?y ufe alfo wheel-ploughs, never lefs 
than four horfes, and do an acre a day. 
As to the general oeconomy of their farms, 
the following fketch of one, of 160/. a 
year at Rupply^ wijl give you fome idea^ 
The farmer, who occupies it, has about 
400 apres of land, a confiderable part of 
them graf; ; keeps 10 or 12 horfes, and 
about eleven fcore of ftieep : employs icon- 
fiantly five fervants, one fhepherd, on? 
boy, and three labourers.- — r— I forgot tp 
tell you, that many of them manage to 
|iave a piece of clover for their hogs, an 
article of hufbandry I have not met witl^ 
jfor fome time. 



«< 
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LABOUR, &c. . 

AH the year round, 1 j. a day and beer, 
or IS. 2d. without. This is exceflivQ 
, cheap. 

Reaping wheat, 4 j. and 41. td. per acre. 
Mowing barley and oats, i s. mow and 
, rake, i s.^ d. 
Mowing grafs, 1 /. 
Hoeing turnips, 5 J. 
Lad of 13 or 14 years old, ^d. z day* 
Ploughihg land ^^riacre, 8 s. 



^ . 



PROVISIONS. 



f 


d. 


Bread, . 


- ii:perVa. 


Botter, - 


- .64.and7</. 


Candles, - 


- 7 


Mutton, 


- 44- 


Beef, 


- 4 


Clieefe, 


- z d, 2i4. to 4</. 



Labouf and provifions in this country 
bear no proportion to each other 5 and the 
wretched management of keeping double 
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the number of horfes that are really ne^g 
ceflary, is moft pernicioi>s in its confe-r 
quences. 

The foil between ^tim and Tarnbam^ ii 
much richer than the above; letts on an 
j^verage from 15 j. to 20 s. an acre, Theif 
cjiief crops are wheat, peafe, and beans; 
They fallow for the firft } then fbw wheatj^ 
and then fpring-corn — — othfers trench- 
plough for peafe, then wheat, then foftr 
corn ; then lay down with clover and ray-^ 
grafs for two years. They plough three 
times for wheat ; fow three buftiels, an4 
reckon three quarters a medium, often 
have five. For barley ihi^y give two or 
three earths, fow four buftiels ; and get 
four quarters on a medium. For oats, 
ftir but once, fow four buftiels r and four 
quarters they reckon a* middling crop, 
When they trench-plough for peafe, they 
don't ftir a fecond time 5 but when cwJy 
common tillage, twice 5 fow ^^ bu^ls, 
and reap, on a medium, three qii^arter^. 
When they fow turnips, they plough thrice, 
JT hoe them once, and feed them o^ entively 
with fiieep. They ufe only wheeUplgugh^ j 
lievq: leis tlun fpur }iories, and oftep fiv^ 
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or fi3C ^ which, in ftiff lands, do art acre a 
day, and in light, an acre and a half. 
' They reckon that to acres of arable land 
retjuire five horfes, if light. One farnier, 
who rents 250 acres of light arable land, 
keeps nine horfes ; 120 fheep j three raen j 
three boys ; and four or five labourers the 
year round. 

Bat the moft remarkable hufcandry,' 
near IParnham^ is the culture of hops 5 of 
which they grow very large quantities, and 
are a vaft improvement \ for hop-grounds 
lett here from 3 /. to 9/. an acre, which laft 
price is very great. The labour attending 
dicm, they reckon 3 /. 10 j. an zzxtper ann. 
The poles coft (According to their length) 
from 12 J. ta 22 s. a hundred 5 laft four 01? 
five years, and twemy-fix hundred are re- 
ijcfffitc to an acre. They confider 1 2 Qt. 
a middfrng crop, and the average price at 
6 /. or 7 /. per Ct. Which circumftances 
(hew the vaft improvement of this culture. 
^-1 — This yew's crop prorflifi^s hut ill. 

Bently-^Greeny a village between Alton 
and Farnham, h worthy y©u<c nctke^ if yoft 
trave) thif road ;.. for it is pretty,, cb^eeuiut, 
lively, well built, the houfes fcattere^^ and 
9U w^h little gardens, neat and well plant- 

edi 



^ I and I beg you will take notice of tlie. 
fences on each fide of the road for i o miles ; 
I never beheld any thing equal to them^ 
iht whitethorn hedges are of a moft vigo% 
fous growth} a great number of them, re* 
gularly dipt s and the dead hedges, herdle 
work J three feet, or three feet fix inches 
high ; the flakes flrong in the ground^ and 
dofely interlaced $ and whenever you iec 
young quick} there is one on each fi^de of 
it, and the white-thorn plants kept clean 
weeded : nor is this hufi>and-Iike attention 
to their fences confined to the road-fide^ 
but extends on each fide into the fields^ as 
far as you can fee. — The country is a very 
pleafant one 5 a due mean between a hilly 
^nd a flat one ; the fmall rifings give a vz^ 
riety, and open to agreeable landfcapes i 
and the number of fcattered houfes and 
villages render it lively ^ particularly as 
they are fp neat, 

LABOUR, &c. 

All the year round, i s. and been 
Harveft, a month, at 40 s. viduals and 
beer. 

Reap*# 
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Reaping per acre, 3 x. 4 x. ^nd 4 f 6 4r 
Mowing corn, is. 
Grafs,^ IS. 
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Jloeing 

Ploughing, 7 X. and 8 x, 

PROVISIONS, 

Bread, i x. 3 ^. the half-peck loaf. 

Butter, 7t ^. /^r lb. 

Mutton, 4^rf. 

Beef, 4^. 

Cheefe, (Norfolk) 24 J, Weft-country, 4 /• 

^ Peat for firing, 10 s. the waggon-foad. 

.... 

This place, I thinks is near enough ta 
the capitali to warn me of its influence ; 
I fhall therefore give you a refpite, and con-^ 
elude with affuring you, how mu'^h I am, 

Farnham^ July J3th, 1767. 
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LETTER VU/ 

T\7'HAT little i hive fcan of ^^n^T^ 
^ '^ gives me no great opinion of its 
fertility : There is much bad^and, not 
far from Giljord-j and 1 bbfervect, as I paft 
from Faf»hnf9fi tlvitlieri tbajt the upper laoitt 
were poor. They fow a' good 4^ o£ imk^ 
foin^ which is a great impfovQ(n€»t ; for 
it yields two tuns^ and two and & half 0f 
hBj p^r ao^. The covintr]r i^ ho^«Vtfr# 
pleaiaat i^ ^fid for fcum naUetf b^loii^^j^our 
arrive at Gilford^ the profpeds are very 

• . fi^v»i9fh that plaos and A^f)/^/ the iM 
it Iwfter; . ht% i<) gencitdK .&%>si lo s^ tfr 
i| I. aiM I perceived the^ crops Ho be tfki^ 
ceeding good. On inquiry, I found tlwiir 
courfe to be: i. Fallow. , ,2. Wh^at. 
3. Spring-corn. '4. Cfovei*: $. Wlitfat^ 
6. Beans, peafe, or oats. This courfe is 
in cafe the foil is in good order ; if it runs 
foul, they favour it rather more^ and it 
muft be confefled, that wheat fown on- a 
clover lay, which fucceeds two crops of 
corn, is prefuming too far on accidents, 

and 
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-und the ftwngth of tJw lamlV fertility* 
They plpugh for wheat three or four times; 
fow two bushels and an half, and reckoii 
thr^e quarters a middling crop* For bar- 
Jey, they plough but once in their light 
lands, tmf^ M thole which are heavier }. 
t^ quantity three and a half, or four bu^ 
fbel^ } and the mean produce four quarters* 
For oats they plpqgh but once, 6>w four 
or iive buihels i which yield, on a medi* 
urn, four or iive quarters. When beans 
are the crop, they Ukewife plough but onc^; 
and dibble in three bufhels to the acre % 
hoe them always once, and if they are foul, 
twice. For peafe, one earth 5 fow three 
bufhels, generally in drills, 14 or 15 inches ^ 
afunder, with a fmall plough, made on 
purpofc; always hoe thero once or twice, 
and have generally, on a medium, four 
quarters oh an acre : they fow a great 
many turnips 5 plough twice or thrice for 
thein» hoe them twice; and generally feed 
them off with (heep, but fometimes ftalU 
feed bullocks with them 5 in which cafe, 
they reckon that an acre of good ones will 
fatten two middling fized bcafts. 

In tillage they ufe both horfes and oxen ^ 
fourhorfes t^ a plough, and fometimes 
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ihdre; and four> fix, ^nd eight os^eri; dmf^ 
in thdr light lands do ^li atre and half ^ 
day, but in the ftifFer, foils, only an acre* 
The oxen are reckonied the moft profitable/ 
by the moft fenfible people I talked With i 
but the horfes kept, are, heverthelefs^ ten 
to one. They keep a great many cows in* 
this country, and reckon the profit of oh6 
at 4 // One farm I was particular in fny 
inquiries after, by accidentally meeting* 
with a perfon concerned in it ; 

The rent 260 L 

300 acres. 

240 of which arable. 
12 horfes. - 

8 oxen. 

300 flieep, (right of common age.)- 
30 cows. * . 

9 fatting beafts. 
4fervants. 

2 boys. 

10 labourers.— *-*The number ot 
working hands very great. 

LABOUR. 

In winter, is. 2 d, a day* 
In fpring, u. 4</« 

la 



t 423 ) 

In harveilj 2 s. and 2 s. 6 d. 
Reaping wheat, from 5 x. to 9 s. an acre* ' 
Mowing corn, from i x. 2 </• to i x. 6 d. 
Mowing grafs, z s. and 2 x. 6 J. 
Hoeing turnips, 5^. ; fecondtime, 4x^ 
r Beans, 3 s. and 4 j. 

< Drilled peafe, 3 x. and 4 x. 

Boy of 10 or 12 years old, per day,' 4 ^« t« 

6d 
Ploughing, per acre, 5 x. and 6 x» 

PROVISIONS. 



Butter, - 


- "/per lb. 


Mutton, - 


- 44 


Beef, 


- 4 


Bread, p 


■-2 



Mr* Hamilton's ornamented park, at Cd&^ 
ham^ is exceedingly worth your attention ; 
it. gave me no inconfiderable pleafure > and 
you will, doubtlels^ excufe my dwelling' 
for a few minutes on the principal cir- 
ciimftances which are moft ftriking. 

! Faffing from the houfe, and a* few 
winding fhrubberies^ which .are parted 

..*"*' . from 
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from the park hy tict^woik^ and io wbldf 
the greeivhouiifi is fit voted ; w€ were cao^ 
Au&ed tbroHgh the p^rk to aoofh^r indojecl 
plantation, which hM an agi'Mablo Waika^ 
commandintg. a prftty valte/i tbroi^'ft 
winding row of Ar-troes, aiui at the iLuak 
mit of a bank» which 19 planted with vinefi^ 
^e produce of whkb, laft vintage, vmi 
three half hogQieads of wine. Thia wtlkr 
leads to the GothiMemplei an oped h^dr* 
ing, which looks immediately upon alatge 
piece of water, with a handfbme bridge^ 
thrown over an arm of it : As the temple 
is U])on a rifing ground, and looks down 
upon the water, the beauty of the fcene ia^ 
greatly increafed* In point of lightnel^ 
h\y buildings exceed this tonpfe. Fcooa 
thence we wind through ^a firdh walks 
near another part of die wattcr» cra^ m 
bindgc, formed, to appearance of rocks and 
ibHU$ I and tortiing doira^ to the i^^it^ 
iml Uiat this britl^ is tlie coimiug of r 
imA beaottf xd g r ott oi, s weB s the 
tCT; lor unmccBSteiy mder it^ ^ 
ncfuftation cf loffilsi and y a r lu^gi^g' 
tYti Y wltete Hke i&lts firaoa tftr ckfi^g^^ 
1m($ 4 mdl pleadSa^ d B kcL Ohi «Bch fide 
ifeie w^feet is a tasaA patl^ puCBil fiaK Ae 
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ftream by marine fofllls ; nothing can have 
a more elegant efFe£l than the ceiling of 
this grotto, (in which is fluck, with great 
tafte, a profufion of fpar) hanging over 
the water, as if of a kindred, but congeal* ' 
ed nature. From this grotto, the wall^ 
leads on the fide of the water, to a ruined 
aith, in a juft tafte : the teflelated pave<- 
ment; the mofaic'd ceilings and the baflb 
and alto relievo's, which are let into the 
wall, are all in an exceeding good taile^ 
in decay ; the fymptoms of which are ex» 
cellently imitated j with weeds growing 
from* the ruined parts, and all the other 
marks of antiquity. Through the arch, 
the river appears winding in a proper man* 
ner i that is, dark and gloomy, around a 
rough piece of grafs, which has a confift* 
ent appearance. But what hurt me very 
much, was the contradiiSlion of emotions, 
raifed by the fcene behind ; which wa« to« 
tally different from that of the hiin ; ele* 
gant and agreeable ; a fmpoth water, and 
floping banks, clofely (haven, with a little 
ifland in it, are all agreeable ob\t6is; and 
by no means affe6): the fpeftator in mufon 
with the ruin of Grecian architecture, and 
the gloomy objeds around, 

Q^ Th^ 
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' The cafcade, which is the next* object 
that appears, is, though trifling, in a very 
juft tafte. The water gufhes in five or fix 
ilreams, out of tufts of weeds, growing 
in the rock ; over it bends the trunk of an 
old oak, from fide to fide, which has an 
exceeding good effefl ; and the trees rifing 
to a great height above all, finifiies tht 
fcene very completely. This cafcade is fed 
by a wheel, which lifts the water from the 
river, which falling in the cafcade, keeps 
up the lake already mentioned. From 
hence we proceeded through a piece of wild 
ground, over-run vyith brakes and rub- 
bifh, through a fcoop or hollow, bounded 
by high firs on each fide; and in which 
the tower (another ornamental building) 
appears with a very pleafing effe6t, to othisr 
darker walks, quite clofed, which lead to 
the herm.itage; we entered into a fmall 
loom, nearly dark ; and on the opening 
of a door out of it, into the hermit's par- 
lour (another room) the windows at 
once prefent a very beautiful fcene ; for you 
look immediately down upon the river, 
\yinding round fome cultivated fields, with 
-a very good profpe6l bounding the whole* 
But I would obferve, that this Jandfcapc, 
^ being 



1 
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being of nearly the fame nature with many 
of thofe at Penfield^ figured poorly oa 
ppmparifon; for the depth of the dcfccnt 
is not near equal to thofe vail ones of Mr. 
Morris s^ which circumftance takes greatly 
jFrom the pidurefque appearance : and the 
river is too narrow, and not feen diitin<5tly 
enough ; the wood which grows on its 
banks, and the beaks under the hermitage 
window, almoft hide it : nor arc the ^eldf 
overlooked, half fo diflinct and beautiful, 
as thofe in the valley at Persfudd^ but 
>lotwithftanding this comparifon, the view 
will appear e>:ccedin§ly beautiful, to tliof(j 
who never iaw Persfisld^ and pretty to thofe 
who have 5 the coming upon it, by lud* 
denly opening the door between the her- 
mit's fpoms, is contrived with the utuioft 
tafte. 

The tower is the next buildinpr : from it 
is feen a very fine profpe6l ; St» Pauls ca- 
diedral and fVtnafor caftle, being, two 
pmong many other objedis^ but the temple 
of Bacchus^ which we came to next, is infi* 
nitely beyond it^ It confifts of one hand- 
ibmc room elegantly ftucco'd, with a por* 
tico of Corinthian pillars, in a light and 
beautiful tafte : In niches, under the por* 

0^2 tico. 
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tico, are four copies in plaifter, from cele- 
brated ftatues ; the Venus de Medici Sy and 
Venus with fine haunches, making two, 
and both good. Around the room, are 
antique Roman ftatues, on handfome pede- 
ftals, and in the middle a coloflal 6ne, 
of Bacchus. From hence another winding 
walk leads you out of the park. ' 

On the whole, Mr. Uamihon\ though 
by no means equal in thefublime to the 
amazing objefts at Persfield^ yet is certain- 
ly a very beautiful place, and particularly 
complete, in refpeft of buildings, in which 
the other is deficient 5 nor does Persfield^ 
in point of beauty of water, by any means 
equal it : in a word, Cobbam is the range 
of beauty 3 but Persfield^ that of ihtfublime. 
The latter is as much wanting in lively 
and agreeable buildings, as the former in 
the great, and unornamented touches of 

nature. 

« 

From Cobbam almoft to We/lminJI^r 
bridge, the foil is fand, naturally poor, 
but near London greatly enriched with ma- 
nure. I obferved, however, in the fandy 
fields, about £/Z^r and King/ion^ that the 
crops were exceeding good, which the 
farmers attributed to the wetnefs of the 

feafon^ 
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ieafon, and I believe with reafon. Thece 
speared nothing in the hulbandry, much 
worthy of remark ^ their courfe is, i. Fal- 
Ipw. z. Wheat 3* Spring-corn^ or clp- 
yer. 



LABOUR. 

In winter, i j. 4 ^. a day. 

In fpring, 2 s. 

In harvelt, 2 /. and zs. 6 d. and beer, Qfr^ 



PROVISIONS^ 



^ 


M, 


Butter, - 


- yijierrh. 


Bread, - 


- 2 


Mutton, - 


- 4i 


Beef, 


' 4 



At Clapham I had the fatisfaftlon of 
viewing the experimental agricuhure of 
Mr. Baldwin. I had read his letter to Dr* 
Templeman, defcribing his field of Burnet, 
and had much curiofity to fee it ; but, to 
my no fmall difappointment, found he had 
ploughed it up the week before^ From tha 

0^3 contciQtg 



contents of that letter, I was much fw- 
prized at finding this ; became, Mr fi— *• 
ipeaks of it as an excellent plant. 1 fhould, 
however, remark, that the reafon of leav- 
ing it no longer, was the want of flieep to 
pafture it ) it not fuiting Mr. Baldwin to 
keep flock enough to feed it. 

Three acres of Lucerne, of this gentle- 
man's, made me fome amends ; about twa 
acres are drilled in rows, two feet afunder, 
and the third tranfplanted at the fame 
A diftance. It is two years old j I found it 

two feet two inches high, thick and fine, 
and had been cut once bcfofe this year; 
nkd chiefly for the foiling' horfes, and for 
feeding four cows. The foil is a ferndy 
loam, of a dark colour, appeared to me 
admirable turnip-land, and if deep ertough, 
would bear fine carrots ; yields good bar- 
ley, as appears Jby a piece in the fame field 
adjoining : The drilled equal to the tranf- 
planted ; but then it (hould be remembered, 
that the Rev. Mr. Harte, the famous direc- 
tor of the tranfplanting method, orders the 
plants to be fet at the diftance of three feet 
four inches, for the benefit of effedual 
ploughing between the rows. Befides 
• Lucerne, Mr. Baldicin has fome Experi- 
ments 
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mients in finali> on timothy, bird-grafs^ 
&c. The former is coarfe, thin, and poor ; 
and is, I am perfuaded, a worthlefs plant i 
his bird-grafs is very thick and very fine .; 
his filver hair-grafs the fame, but. not fo 
delicate ; and another very thick one, 
. which I apprehend is the fine-bent, the 
fame. For the ckaring of crops, fown in 
rows, Mr. Baldwin has invented a plough- 
ing harrow \ which I faw in the Lucerne- 
field, and took a draught of. See Fig. IV. 
The chief ufe of it, is for hofening the 
intervals, not cleaning them. I cannot 
omit mentioning the extreme politenefs, 
with which this gentleman (who is exceed- 
ingly zealous iot the good of agriculture) 
receives all, who make any inquiries con- 
cerning his manner of cultivating the plants 
I have mentioned. 

Since the taking the minutes of this 
tour I have received two letters from this 
very able cultivator concerning the above 
experiments; in the laft of which, Mr. 
Baldwin is fo obliging as to allovy me to 
publifh fuch parts of both as relate to 

agriculture. In the firft, he is pleafed 

to write as follows : 

0^4 '} The 
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** Thd field of Lucerne, which I am 
touch pleafed to find met with the appro 
bation of a gentleman of your knowledge 
in agriculture^ contains about 44 atres^ the 



form of it,, if you remember^ is this 



that part of it marked (d), contains two 
acres of Lucerne, tranfplanted in Septem«* 
ber 1764 J that part marked (b), contain^ 
ing an acre, was drilled by hand the id;. 
of May I 765, fo that you find*this to bfe 
the third year of both. The tranfplanted 
was firft hoed in November ijb^i and cofl: 
6 s. per acre 5 the price we p^y here fof 
one hoeing of turnips 5 it was hoed again, 
in y^r// following, and cod 10 s. an acr^. « 
The weeding ^^ band the drilled acre,: 
fown as above, the 2d of Mayy coft the. 
middle of June following izs. per aa e : - 
the produce of both thefe pieces in 1765, 
was very, trifling, though I muft remind 
you that it was a very dry fummer. . In. 
1766, I began to cut it the 28th of Aprili 
when it fcrved my horfes and cows fi^* 
wceks> I. f . to the 7th of June ; on the 7tb - 
of July^ I cut the whole 3 acres for hay,^ 
It pioduccd about 3 loads } and about 3. 

loads 



( 233 ] 
leads more en the 15th of Augufii<A\o^* 
ing. ^ The fourth crop, which was pretty 
good) I fed off with my cows and fomc 
Iheep. This year I began to cut it on the 
nth of Mayy and fed 5 horfes (and 4 
cows occafionally) till the 20th oi Junt^ 
6 weeks; when I mowed the remainder, 
being about an acre, and it yielded i^ 
load of hay. But determinations by the 
ejr^, as to quantity, being very uncertain, 
r weighed mine at different periods, and 
found on the 30th of May^ one rod of 
drilled lucerne weighed 95 li. On the 9th 
of Jane one rod of tranfplanted weighed 
80 h. and on the 20th of the faid month, 
& rod of the fame weighed 120 it. On the 
fame day I prevailed on a neighbouring 
gentleman to weigh a rod of broad-caft 
Lucerne, the weight of which; with fome 
^rafs and weeds, was 1 3 8 /$. 

But to come yet nearer to the point, 
whidi I obferve you are, as I was, very 
anxious to know, I mean the real produce 
of an^cre of Lucerne, I have now the fa-r 
tisfaftion of informing you, that (bme of 
the gentlemen and jobbing coachmen in 
my neighbourhood being defirous of foiling 
their horfes with Lucerne, I readily agreed 

to 
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to do it for them at the fame prke tl^ey 
gave for laics, that is, 7 d. per bundle of 
60 lb. or 6 i. a week a horfc ; from hence 
I was much pleafed with difcovcring that 
one rod with another, the fecond crop, 
yielded from 60 to 64 lb, that a large 
coach horfe would eat about 90 lb. in 24 
hours, and that an acre would ferve 5 
horfes 21 days; this comes at once to your 
point of enquiry of the number of weeks 
and number of horfes an acre of lucerne 
will maintain ; it alfo (liows you that my 
method of culture i& fuperior to yours, 
ifmce 5 horiies will eat an acre of yours you 
iay in 9 days; indeed I have long been of 
©pinion that 3 feet 4 inches, the diftance 
yours is in the rows, notwithftanding the 
great authorities you have for it, is by no 
means necejfary for the plant, or beneficial 
to the cultivator. Cleaning Lucerne in 
rows by hand-hoeing is much too cxpen- 
five, I could not bear it, and was there- 
fore never at reft till I had invented an 
inflrument that would dp it as well or bet- 
ter ; -laft Odober I was happy in fucceeding 
in this important point; I call it a horfe- 
hoe, (See Fig. IV.) with this inftrument I 
cleaned my field very well the latter end of 
8 Oaober 
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t)Stober iaft in '2 days \frith one; mart, a 
horfe, and boy to kad it ; fo that this hea\^y 
expence I have now reduced to i-s. td. or 

2 s. an acre. Soon after the field was thus 
cleaned, I began to think it would be a 
great acquifition if I could invent an inftru- 
ment that would work deep in the narrow 
f|)ace between the rows, as a hoeing- 
plough ; accordingly I went to work againi 
and fucceeded to my wifli; with this oft 
the 17th of Iaft Ncvember^ I hoe-ploughed 
my 3 acres of lucerne 5 or 6 inches deep, 
after which, as well as the former opera- 
tion of horfe-hoein^, I harrowed the field 
acrofs with common harrows, and carted 
off near 8 loads of weeds; thus it lay till 
I began to cut it the nth of M^/y Iaft, 
after which, as we went on, once a week, 
w^e horfe-hoed ;* this I alfo repeated after 
the fecond putting, and the third crop, 
which is now very clean, and is 10 inches 
Iiigh. Thus I have the vanity to think I 
have brought the culture of Lucerne to a 
very fure and profitable method, and great- 
ly reduced the expence of cultivating it. ^ 

Drawing the drills, fowing the feed by 
hand, and covering it by 2 little* boys at 

3 ^. a day, and 2 men at 20 d. coft me for 



drillinp^ 
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driUing an acre of Lacerne, about io/« 
Kaifing the plants, ploughing and pjantin^ 
the tranfplanted Lucerne^ coft me about 
50 5. an acre. 

The obfcrvation you made on my barn 
ley (c), as being under ieeded, leads me to 
acquaint you with the experiment going 
forward there : As I had obferved that Lur 
ceme thf firft year yii&lded but little, I waj 
defirpus of removing that objeftion i ac- 
cordingly that piece of about i^ acre wa$ 
fown With 3 bulhels of barley the 30th of 
March hG[i and the 8th, 9th, and lothof 
jifril^ it was drilled with lucerne, the lines 
being a continuation of thofe in (b) s as I 
want to bring the wholQ field into Lucerne^ 
and (c) was. formerly a little feparate field, 
the bank I. therefore pulled down laft year 
to make it one fields if I fucceed, you niay 
avail yourfelf of my method. 

In regard to the quantity of feed -corn 
moil proper for an acre, much may, and 
is faid on both fides. If I had had the plea*- 
fure of being with you, I (hould have 
ihewn you a 4 acre field of oats adjoining 
to the Lucerne, which the farmers in ge- 
neral lay at 5, and fome at 6, quarters, 
yet only 10 bufhcls were fown. Dung is 

very 
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Tcry dear in my neighbourhood^ and I 
dreiled this field with limei which being 
unknown as a manure about me, diverted 
the farmers, but now they fee I was right. 
Ilie reafon of my fowing thin here, was 
on account of the Lucerne to be fown upon 
it, but from the ranknefs of the crop of oats, 
I am fearful of my fuccefs. I have a 13 
acre field of oats that would have afforded 
you much entertainment, too much indeed 
from the various experiments in it for me 
to mention here,' In regard to natural 
i^rafies, I begin to think our forefathers wjere 
happy in difcovering ray-grafs : Timothy 
is very coarfe ; and bird-gra|s is nothing. 

If your bufinefs or pleafure bring yoa 
this way again, I hope you will favour m« 
with more of your company, for I am al- 
ways h^ppy when I can be of fervice to any 
gentleman in matters of this fort. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your mod obedient, 
Ijumble fervant, 

Clapham Commov, 
July 30, 1767. CHR^ BAtuwiNV 
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In his (econA letter, thi9 exicellepC cokU 
vator expre&d himfelf as folio vi/3: 

. — — " You defire me to give you fboae 
information concerning the Progress of my 
Lucerne, and that I would confent toyouf 
pttbii£hing. an extra£l from the letter I 
wrote you laft year in anTwer to youir en<* 
quiries after it* 

la regard to my £eld of Lucerne^ I 
muft inform yoji th^ it coDti^nues in a 
ilourifhing fiate, and tliat I ufe no othef 
inftruments in cleaning it than ttff horfe* 
hoe, and hoe-plough : I don't think that 
this has been a favourable feafon for tha 
growth of Lucerne, but the frequent rains 
have been very ferviceable to it on my 
gravelly foil, yet the cold winds have feem-» 
ed to blight it; however, on the 3d of laft 
month', a. rod of drilled weighed 108 lb# 
and en the 8th, a rod of tranfplanted 
weighed 1 02, and yefterday a rod of drill* 
ed, cut the fecond time, weighed 64. lb. 

My horfes, though in conftant work^ 
have lived upon it entirely, and they are 
not only in perfe6l good order, biit in 
high fpirits. 

If you think what I have now told you^ 

or 



[ ^39 ] 

or what I faid in my former letter, wUl 
be of any fervice to the publick, you arc 
quite welcome to infert it, as you djsfire, 
in your Stx weeks "Tour 5 for nothing gives 
nie greater pleafure than being ferviceablc 
to my country, in the caufe of agriculture* 

I have juft fown fome turneps, am 
ploughing for more, and in order to avoid 
the fly, I fow to every quart of turnep- 
feed, a pint of raddifti-feed. This method 
I am advifcd to by a friend,- who fays tha 
excellence of it has lately been difcovered 
by accident : it feems the raddifh comes up y^ 
before the turneps, and that the fly will 
not touch a turnep while a raddifh re* 
mains, I think you'll be pleafed with this 
hint. 

I hope, when your buiinefs brings you 
to town, 'you'll do me the favour to fpend 
a day with me at Clapham Common. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your, moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

15th July, 1768. Chr'. Baldwi?^, 

Thd firfl remark which will certainly be 
-made by every one on reading thef'e letters, 
is the truly patriotic fjoirit of this very iu- 

•^ ^ genious 
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genious hufbandman, who not only em-» 
ploys his leifuire in a manner ferviceable ta 
the interefts of the community, but fo 
readily confents to the publication of thefe 
minutes, with the fame excellent* defign. 
From the above -inferted regifter, it is evi«^ 
dent that Mr. Baldwin has carried the cul- 
ture of Lucerne to very great perfedion ; 
^n acre lafting 5 horfes three weeks, is,, at 
the rate of keeping ^4- fix weeks, whichj^ 
• at 6x. per horfe, per week, amounts to 
4/. 10 s. each cutting; and if we fuppo(e 
the I ith of May^ the meantime of the firft 
Cutting, there will, to the end of September^ 
be four cuttings or 18/. per acre, I ap^ 
prebend a fourth of this fum may be de« 
du6led for the expence of carrying the Lur- 
cerne to the ftables of the owners of the 
hprfes, with the attendant charges, after 
which there remains 13 /. 10 s. From thij 
fum, if we dedu6l the ejcpenccs of culture»^ 
&c, the remainder will be neat produce. 

Let us calculate rent at i /. 10 1. one 
cleaning to each cutting, at 2 x. whic^ 
makes 8 s. Four cuttings at 2 s. b id. or 
10 s. One annual hand-weeding, and 
cleaning the rows, which neither horfe^ 
hoe nor hoe-plough can effedl 3 this cannot 

b« 
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be lefe than lo x# Tbefe e^pences amount 
ta 2 /. i9f. which^ dedu£led from 13 /. 10 a 
there remains 10/. ti s. clear profit. This 
cdculation m^ not be exa^t, but I dppre*^ 
bends ^>ft the tenor of the preceding let^ 
ters, that it is not far from the truth t 
However, it proves fufEciently, that Lu- 
cerne thus managed is an objeft of very 
great importancCi Where the price of 
ibilingis.not fo great as 6 j./^r week, the 
proportion may be calculated by any one. 

The particulars inferted above are not 
explicit in the comparifon : the tr^nfplatnt- 
ed Lucerne leems to excel the drincdf, 
which is noif to be wdndei^ed at, as the 
plants enjoy in that method, a greater 
fpace and freer air, and are alfo much ea- 
i» ckanedj the fiiperior wdg!it of one 
CDtong of broadHcafir fkmU not be taicen 
as a proof ol general (iiperiorify^ for it pro^ 
baMy wasnoC cut (b oftert as either the 
tjian^afUed 6r thedrUled: I aiti a little 
fiirpriled, however^ that th^ prodcf£t of the 
Mft year wars not e^ual to the preceding} 
for Lucerne generally improves to the age 
of five years* But it fhould be remarked, 
by any huibandcrah who is induced to 

R attempt 
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attempt the culture of Lucerne from Mr. 
Baldwins fuccefs, that the expences will 
run much higher if the above mentioned 
inftruments are not ufed, as the difference 
between them and hand-work is very ma- 
terial. 



LABOUR; 

In winter, is. 6d.z day. 

In fummer, from 20 ^. to 2 j. without 

beer. 
Reaping corn, 6/, to js.per acre. 
Mowing ditto^ i s. 6d. to 2s. 
■ Grafs, 31. 

In my way back to the great EJex road, 
I flopped, and viewed Wanftead houfe, the 
feat of the Earl Tilneyy which is a very mag-' 
nificent palace. It is built of Portlandl 
ilone, with a , very grand portico in the 
center, fupported by large Corinthian pilJ 
lars; under which is the landing-placd 
from a double ftone ftair-cafe, which lead}| 
to the grand hall. This room is 53 fed 
long, by 45 broad ; the ornaments confif 

chieflt 
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chiefly of two large antique ftatues, bii 

marble pedeftals, Livia and Domitiani 

and three' large pi(5lures by Cafaliy Corio^ 

^ lanus^ Porfennd, and Pompey taking leav6 

!• bf his fariiily. Thefe pieces dre not iii 

that matter's befl manner; the colours arc 

jtoo tawdry ; nor is the beauty and delicacy 

of the female figiires equal to many I have 

feen by that painter. The door-cafes of 

this room are plairi, but little carved, 

tho' in a gobd ffyle. The chimiley-piecfe 

tW heavy. 

From the hall, we were fcondu6led to th6 

left, into a dining-rodrri of 27 feet fquare ; 

out of that into a drawing-roorti bf the 

fame dinlenfions 5 from that into a bed- 

fchamber of 24 by 20, and through that 

]^id into two light clofetsf fhef^ rboms forni 

jjfe,tls the front line to the left of the hall. Therft 

,^^t is nothing remarkable in their furniture 5 

pjjftb l)ut I obferved, among othfer modern pic- 

\^ it tures, that of a Turkijh kdy, which plea- 

^\^^j fed me. You will excUfe' me giving yoii 

^g.pltf my little criticifmsj I am no conhoifleuf 

vbleat in paintings, and may be To gothic as td 

\ .A ■ praife a piece by a modern artill, wh6n an 

-Qiii imtient one harigs by it. 
"^ R a Th© 
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The fuite of apartm^ts, to the right 
of the hall, copfifta of, ift, A dioipg-room, 
25 fquare 1 then a dratwipg-ropoi^ 3,0 hf 
25. The chimney.piece in thk room w 
flegant ; an eagle talking \x^ a &ake» in 
white marble, is let into the center of it* 
The next is a bed-chamber, 25 by 22 } and 
out of that we entered the ^ baU-room^ 
which runs the whole breadth of th© howfe^ 
and connects the front line of apartmqnty 
with the bacfc fuit«. This room is. 75 by 
1^75 very elegantly fitted up with gilded 
ornaments of all kinds. But I ^ould 
femark, that the gilding beiog all oit 
brown, is by ao means fet off with, fach 
luifare and brilliancy, as that at Holkanu 

From the baU-room, turning to the 
back fuite> we entered anothei: ft.^e bed- 
chambevi 27 by 22. Froin, that into a 
• dreffing-room, 27 by 25; then into aja 
antichaqober, 40 by 27 j the chimney*' 
piece white mai;bk and ele§;ant ; marbte 
tables fine. Next came the faloon, 30 
fquare ; chimney-pi^ce white marble and 
^pretty j then another dining-room 40 by 
27, ornamented with thi'ce large pi^ures, 
by Cafali : Alexander directing' Jpelles. to 

paint 
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paint Campa^^ who is fitting naked in a 
chair, is beautiful, the naked well colour- 
ed, afid the whole figure enticing; but 
tfaefe is a ftrange fwelling in her thigh. 
The next piece is the Continence of Sci^- 
fid^ a poor One ; the lady is by no means 
ttfrnpting, nor has Scipio any thihg^ the 
leafi: chara£):eriftick in his countenance. 
S^phanijba taking poifon, is the third $ fhe 
is an infipid .figure, and takes the poifon 
Aft (he would pluck a rofe ; but without 
^y of that noble heroifm of foul, which 
fpeaks a contempt of the fear of deaths 
The colours in all thefe pieces are too 
glaring. Prom this room w^ entered a 
drawing one, 27 fquarej then another 
bed-chamber, 27 by 21 ; very elegant, 
hung with crimfon vfelvet 5 bed the fame/ 
and lined with an Jndii^n fattin, white, 
trailed with coloured flowers. Laftly, A 
dfeffihg-foom, 26 by 185 ornaments rich- 
ly gilt. The fuite of rooms on either fide, 
is, iri the whole, 2I60 feet. ' 

Under the hall is a very noble arcade % 
out df which is a common dihing-^parlour, 
4<> fcy 3 S 5 out of which we entered a 
brwkfaft-ropm, 30 by 25 j elegant indeed. 

R 3 Prints 
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prints pafted on a buff (pale yellow colour^ 
ed) paper^ with engraved borders; and all 
difpofed in a manner which difplays great 
tafte. The prints are of the very beft 

mailers, and the ornaments elegant. 1 

fznnot help preferring the tafte of this 
room to Lady Townjbenis dreffing-room, 
^bove-mentioned. 

Wanfleady upon the whole, is one of the 
nobleft houfes in England. The magnifir 
cencc of having 4 ftate bed-rchambers, with 
complete apartments to them 5 and the 
^>all.room are fuperior to any thing of the 
kind in Houghton y Holkam^ Blenheim y ox 
Wilton : But «ach of thofe lipufes are fupe- 
rior to' this in other particulars ; and to 
Vorm a complete palace, fomething muft 
be taken from all. In refpefl of elegancy 
of architecture, Wanftead is fecond to Hoi- 
kam. Wli^t a building would it be, were 
the wipgs addejl according to the firft de* 

Fom Wanfleady I took the direct road tp 
Jljord\ which att'ojded me a pleafure fupe- 
riof' to that, yvhich any palace could con^ 
ipv \ for I found there a hu{bandry more 
pcrfe£l (that is prpfitablg) than any J ever 
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met with : the particulars of it are worthy 
pf your attention. 

^ . The farms are neither very large nor 
finall; 200 1, a year is reckoned a large 
one, and the land letts> at a medium, at 
1 7. 10 J. per ZCK. The courfe of crops 
moft common is, i. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 
3, Oats. 4. Turnips. 5. Barley. .6* 
Clover and ray-grafe. 7. Potatoes. Their 
potatoe-hufbjindry is admirable ; they dig 
in the clover (and natural grafs, when 
they break it up the fame) about February, 
and immediately dibble in potatoe fetts, 
four inches deep, and from eight to ten 
inches (qua re. Before they come up, they 
hoe the ground perfeflly clean ; and after 
they appear, twice more. They dig them 
up with a three pronged fork, and gene- 
rally before they are half grown. I faw 
them taking up feveral crops ; the reafon 
of this earlinefs is the great price potatoes 
bear in the fummer. The profit is exceed- 
ing great. The landlord of the red-lpn 
at llford^ fold three roods as they grew, 
without any expence of taking up, the day 
I was there ("^uly the i3tb).for 9 /. And 
^pme Ifijhmen wHo had hired about two 
, J^ f acre? 
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acres of ky*lahd, of Mr. Johnft^n^ the 
brick*merchant, took up 40 facks per aac | 
which amounts to above 20 /• per acre. 
The crop I viewed \ it was dibbled promtf- 
cuoiifly « Thefe Irijbmn hired the land at 
4 A an acre. It was once vo^y commonto 
jiave all the potatoe^g2X)unds belonging, to 
them, but of late, the farmers have got 
pretty much into the culture themfelves* 
Mr. Jobnfton^ abovementioncc^ at the time 
that he lett the ley to fome /n^ labourers^ 
o0ered them at the fame price> the furiac& 
of a very large quantity of mud, thrown 
out of a canal in his garden, but they re^ 
fufed it: upon which he dire<3'cd .them to 
plant it on his own account ; and to their 
iurprize, it turned out by much the bcfl; 

crop of the two ^. But to return to 

the general huibandry around llfard. 

For wheat they plough four times, fow 
two bufhels J and reckon 34- quarters a 
middling crop. They give three or four ' 
earths for barley, fow three bufhels; and 
5 quarters a middling crpp. I'hey plough 
thrice for oats, which is extraordinaiy, 

* They reckon two tun a]|Oi}t i^ middling croj^. 

fow 
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fow four bulhels ; and 6 quarters they rec*^ 
kon a medium* For turnips, they ftir 
four times, fow before midfuramer, and 
feed off with cows and fheep ; always hoe 
twice, fometimes thrice. They plough 
only with horfes, two to a plough, and da 
an acre a day. As to the general oecono^ 
my of their farms, ta.ke the following 
fketcfar of one I met with. Rent 200 A 
acres 200, nearly all arable. Ten horfes; 
fuckled 200 fheep, and kept two men and 
two boys, and fix labourers all the year. 
They feed their hogs in fiimmer on c)o« 
ver. 



LABOUR. 

In winter, i ^. 4 ^. a day, and fmall beer. 
In hay-time, i s. 6 d. and beer. 
Reaping wheat, 5^. an acre. 
Mowing fpring-corn, from i s. 6 ^. to 2 1, 
Hoeing turnips, 5 x. for twice, 
pigging land for potatoes, 2^ d. 3 d* an4 
3;</./^rrod^ 

PRO' 
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PROVISIONS. 


■ 


4k 

d. 


Bread, 


- \\per^. 


Mutton, 


- 4^ and- 5 J. 


Beef, 


4 


Veal, 


5 


Candles, 


- 7^ 


Goals, - 


». 11 />frbu{hel. 



I fliould have told you, that the land- 
lord of the red'-lyon^ was this year offered 
yi an acre, for a fmall field of garden 
peafe, drilled in rows, three feet afunder, 
to be taken off in time for turnips 3 but 
refufed it. 

My inquiring after the agriculture of the 
neighbourhood, brought me acquainted 
with th^ improvements- of Mr. Jobnjim^ 
above mentioned. They confift of experi- 
rpents on Lucerne and Burnet. Four years 
ago laft fpring, he roark'd out three acres 
of land I the foil a hot gravel to fome 
depth, as appears by a large gravel- pit 
^c)joinin§* One acre he fowed with 

pucerpg 
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Lucerne broadcaft ; another with the fame, 
over barley, broadcaft : the third he divided 
into three parts, and drilled them at two 
feet, two feet fix inches, and three feet 
diftance. On the corn acre he fowed five 
pecks, which yielded him 45 bufhels 1 an 
increafe very furprifing. Mr, Johnjlon 
afiured me of the accuracy of this account, 
as he faw the barley meafured himfelf. 

The general refult of the experiment 
hitherto, is, that the drilled Lucerne is 
always earlier than the broad-caft; but 
not fo much as to ariie to one cutting in 
the whole year, the latter being cut as often 
8s the former. In refped of quantity therq 
is no comparifon ; the broadcaft yielding 
T)early double to the drills, confequently 
Mr. Jobnfion gives it tlie preference ; nor 
can he yet determine how long it will laft 
in the ground. The acre which was fown 
vvithout corn, coft him near two guineas 
to clean ; but after the fir ft year he weed- 
ed all the broad-caft piece, with an har- 
row of his own contrivance. See Fig. V. 
The teeth of this harrow, by means of 
prefling it down by the handles, cut 
fleep, and tear up all the weeds : the pieces 
• • ■ • of 
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of which it is compofed^, ire flout 
heavy, . 

Another purpofe, for which the invtntor 
faund it admirably tifeful, is^ the tearing 
up the couch-grafs frdbi out of the fab- 
Iowa. The drilkd afcre of Lucerne was 
kept clean the firft year, with hai^-hoes 
alone ; but fuice it has been cieared with a 
horfe-hoe> likewifc of Mn Jobnfion*B invcn* 
tion I the thought of which, he feenis td 
have taken from M. du Cbateatfoieux^s dou- 
l»le cuHivatbr« Sec Fig. VL 

This hoe feems broken off before^ be* 
caufe it goes on to the carriage of the 
plough when ufed. The two feet drilk of 
I^ucerne yielded fom^thing more than the 
others. The broad-caft piece, when { 
viewed it, was 12, 16, and i 8 inches high, 
and had been cut twice } the drills w^tt 
|Qft cut the third time. LAft year, the 
whole tliree acres fed etglit hor(e$5 from 
the 2d of May to the end of ^eptef^kr : 
they eat, beftdes, an acre of tares ^ but as 
a part of the Lucerne was fet afide for ciit^ 
ting into chaff, Mr. Jobnfton calculates, 
that the three acres, in effi^^^ fttailitaincd 
them during th^ time. 

The 



/■ 
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The bumet expeciqiems ccn0A of one 
rood. 4rUled two f^«t ^(undfv^ 9oA fowed 
laft. jiffgufi tw^vemo^tb : an4 one acre 
fowa in drills^ three fef t» 1^ .4fl<s^ ; they 
were both Adding for fted, nqt having 
been cat this year ; both vory fine crop^ 
but the l^ttev rc^ark^bly &>. Lafi; yctr 
he fed cows and horles with the pradnoe 
^ the rood } both ctf which est it very 
freely, 4|k1 even with greedriiefs* 

Th^(Q sra(&$» vpoti th» whole, are fouad 
a very great improveinent upon this 4gj 
gravelly land 1 whicb; howevor, haA fbcii 
a degree of richne^ ifi it, atlo be woith 
30^. anaere. ' 

The land . contio^ea very good {torn 
Hford quite to Qb^hi^ford^ arouod Buni^ 
^q^dy which M^ 1:8 miles fi:om Lmbn % it 
letts, in. general at ao /. an acre. But 
the pptatoe culture \% entirely done with, 
in three or ](ow n^iles this fide o£ I^md^t 
although the icnl i» w good at a gi eater 
diftance^ and: J^mkn oeac ewx^h £ar bl»r 
bringing any kind* of maRQres> Sa proii^ 
able as the growth of this^ root 10, i was 
furprized to find the cultivatioR oi it eac^ 
tend no further. Between Ingatejlon and 

Chelmsford, 
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Cbelfhsfordy the value of land declmes • if 
letts around that country at a moderatd 
price^ confidcring the diftance from Lon^ 
don I from 7 i. to i /. per acre : the farms 
are not over-grown ones, from 20 /. and 
30/. to 2 or 300/. Their courfe of 
crops, moft common, is^ i. Fallow, z. 
Wheat. 3. Oats, or peafe; if the for- 
mer, then, 4. Clover and ray.grafs, for 
one or two years 5 but if peafe, then fal- 
low again, or turnips. They plough three 
times for wheat, fow two bufhels 5 and 
xeckon a middling crop at 2 quarters 
and an half/ For oats^ they plough 
but once, fow four bufhels ; and reckon 
three quarters the medium. Sometimes 
they fow beans, for which grain they give 
but one ftirring, fow two bufhels, hoe 
twice, and reap three qrs. on a medium^ 
They plough twice or thrice for peafe; 
fow two buifhels, hoe them oncei or twice i 
and three quarters they reckon their meaii 
crop. For turnips, they flir four times, 
and make the foil garden fine \ hoe them 
twice, and ufe them in the feeding all 
kinds of cattle. 

Some* 
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Something of the general 'management 
of their farms will be-fccn from the follow- 
ing particulars of one. The rent loo/. 
a year ; for which the farmer has fome« 
thing above 250 acres ; the greateft part 
of which is arable land. He keeps eight 
horfes, 50 or 6p (heep, and 20 cows^ 
and employs three or four men^ and two 
boys, as yearly fervants, befides three la* 
bourers. They reckon the profit of a 
cow at 3/. 10 J. tolett it. They have but 
little notion of feeding hogs on clover. 
One x;ircumftance I (hould not forget, and 
. that is, their hollow drains, of which they 
do a great deal in their wet lands, and 
this excellent pra6tice I fouad fcarce any 
where but in Effex and Suffolk. . They dig 
them 22 inches deep, and fill up with 
wood and ftraw; the price 2 d. and 2^d. 
per rod* 



LABOUR, Gfr. 

< , 

In winter, is, 2 </. a day. 

In hay-time, i s. 4 d. arid beer, and i s- 

bd. 

In 



[ aj6 ] 

In harvefty i s. 6 JL board and beerj 

Rcaping, 5 /• /(^ acf e. 

Mowing oorn^ 1 j« and is.zd. 

■■ ■ G rafe^ 2 <r. and 2^. 6 1/. a(bd beer« 

Hoeing turnips, firft time, 4 s. fecond, a $4 

■ ■■ Bfeans and pcafe, 7 j« twice. 

Ploughing, fer acre^ 4 i. 



PROVISIONS, fi^r. 

Bread, rather itiore than I7 d. per lb. 

Butter, 8^1/. Sah7</. 

Candles, 7^^. 

Miitton, 44. d. 

Beef, 4^. 

VeaT, 44V» 

Coak at Maldoft^ 24 j*. ^ Chalder. 

Cheef^ 4 ^ ordinary fort, 3t^» 



IMPLEMENTS. 

New waggon, 25 A 
— *-Cart, 12/. 
Plough, lA loj^. 
Harrows, zh 51. 

•f 1 for- 
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I forgot to tell you they ufe but two 
horfes in a plough, and do an acre a day. 

I afked a little farmer, in this neigh- 
bourhood, What was the employment of 
the labourers wives and children ? Drinkivg 
tea^ he replied ; and I cannot but remark^ 
that I found the cUftom almoft univerfal. 



And now being arrived at Chelmsford^ 
and the conclufion of my journey, thro* a 
country already defcribed ; you muft al- 
low me here, to finifh this Letter, and n>y 
Tour. In my next I fhall make fome re* 
marks on the fubftance of the preceding 
minutes, and draw forth fuch pradical 
dedudions, as will, I flatter myfelf, prove 
this little journey to be, at leaft, not to- 
tally ufelefs. 

I remain, CSc. 

Chelmsford, 
July 17th, 1707. 

JV. B. I found upon a journey I took 
from this place to Bury^ that the road 
to Hedingbam is exceflive bad; and 
from Sudiury^ to within three miles of 

S Bury, 
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Bury, " ftill worfe* Their Methofl* bf- 
mending in the kft mentioned roafi, I 
found exceffively abfurd ; for " in nine 
parts out of ten of it, the fides arc higher 
than the middle, and the gravel they 
bring in, is nothing but a yellow loam» 
with a few ftones in it s through which,- 
the wheels of a light chaife cut as eaHIy 
as in fand, with liie addition of fuch 
floods of watery mud, as render this 
rodd, on the whole, inferior to nothing^ 
but an unmehded fFelJh lane* 

« 

Chelmsford, 

" Jwly 23d, J767. 
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LETTER VIII. 

a » . • 

I 6 HALL here, Sir, endeavour to make 
good ray^ promife, of drawing fotnc 
^ <:onclufions from^the vaiiety of preceding 
minutely and aim, at lead, at ihewing 
you the ufe attending a knowledge oT the 
agricalture, and rurat oeconooiics of our 
own country,, acquired on thQ ipot. I 
flatter myfelf, that my arduous inquiries 
will not prove entirely.trivial or ufelefs, 
but will exhibit fome local peculiarities in 
praftical hufbattdry, which ought ta be- 
come more general ; and by comparing 
every where the prices of labour and pro- 
vifion, fee if a balance can poflibly be dif- 
covered. - - / 

Without fttrthcr introduflidn, I fhall 
begin -with the crops, which in fome places 
are fo much fijperior -to Others $ and ex- 
amine what reafons are appai;ently the 
caufe; at the fame time remarking^if there 
is a gfneral b^ance between tjierent and 
the produce. , .. - - * - 

S 2 In 
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In the unproved lands in NoffoUt I found 
the mean produce of wheat, 4 quarters. 
Of barley, 5 ditto. 
Rent, 5 *. " 

On an improved farm at To/fockt near 
£«ry, m Suffolk; 

Quarters. 
Wheat, ; • ^ 

Barley, - - 5^ 

Rent, - - 14 A, 



• • - 

Another : Barley and Oats, 8 


Wheat, 


a 


- 4^ 


Rent, 


- 


1*6 /. 

1 


Between Hedingham and Brain/ree, at Sam- 


ford. 




• 


Wheat, 


•-• 


3 


Barley, 


-" 


5t 


Oats, 


«# 


4 


Rent, 


- 


14 /< 


Ditto, Salini» 




1 


Barley, 


* ■% 


1 


Rent, - 


s 




% 


• 


Between. 



I 



^Vfttn Hartford znd Shooter' s-bitt i 

Quarters^ 
Whwt, . - 5^ ' 

Barley, - - 5; 

Rent, - * ao*. 

About Stoken Cburcbt in Oxford/hire * 

Barley, - . . ^ 

.Rent, - - 10 J, 

AhoMt Cot/wouU-biffs : 

Wheat, - ; 3 ^ 

Barley, . , 3 

Rent, - - 5^ 6</. 

Between Gilford and U/^/(?y .• 

Barley, . . ^ 

Peafc, - - -4 

Rent, - - 12 s..6d. 

About /ijr^r<^ in Efex : 

Wheat, - - 4 

Barley, - ' . e 

Rent, - . 30,. 

^1 From 



From this flight fketchj; it appears fist 
the rent ^ears no fort of proportion to the- 
produce'^of the foil, but is guided totally 
by accident. It is extremely remarkable, 
that *tne mean quantity of wheatj^ on the 
richeft foils, ' arid with the beft Biifbahdry,. 
fhoijld never exceed ^ quarters :and 4. . an 
acre, and th^t m the neighbourhood of 
the csipital itftlf. I very much queftion 
whether I fliolrfd everiind" a gneate^ pro- 
duce, if this Tour was extended over the 
whole kingdom, - If the • natuf e of ^he 
broadrcaft htifbandry j^'ould not admit a 
greater crop, I fhould not be furpriied at 
this:T)ut it is ^n abfolute fa6l> that 18 
quarters of whealt have been produced by et 
flatute acre, of ^aftd,, in tl>c common 
method of cultivation : that is, by the^ 
broaa-c^fl fdwing. "The imtaenfe defi^ 
ciency, therefore, of the generality of 
crops, muft be'^owing to tlie fai'mers fow- 
ing their ground too^^ften, or tp a want of 
fufficient tillage, or plentifur manuring. 
The« are ftreng reafons for attributing it 
to thefe caufe«j it is remarkable, th^t the 
beft produce of ;;^11, was off butja, mJJ/ing 
foil at beft, the Kentijk one, but improved 

i *• by 






hj ininuHng to at great pitch. : Tie.iiext 
l^dateft produce of wheats is ftom th« inlr 
|yroved ^^rtns iii St^ffolk y both a natiir»}Iy 
bad (bil fon that grain> but by in£in» .^ 
uoellent managemeiu, made to yield marp 
than othera of twice the rent. The neict 
15 about l^ord m Effex^ and the injproved 
lands in Norfolk i which are foils very far 
from being.well adapted to this, grain, ai>4 
yet the crops they are ni&de to product 
are very cpnfiderable* Upon the whole, 
thofe foils» which are naturally the worft^ 
but improved by rnanures, and well culr 
tivated, I have univerfally found to yield 
Ihe greateft crops. What a pregnant 
proof is four quarters^ on a mediuJEn^ 
growing on the Norfolk flieep-walks ! 

Thefe fa£ls Ihould give all hufbandmen 
a juft idea of the vjaft importance of pro* 
per tillage, cropping, and manures j that 
there be always a fufiiciency of the firft 
and the laft, and never too much of the 
other. Since 'very poor foils, and even 
fuch as have been reputed barren, are made 
by thefe means to exceed the naturally fert 
iile ones in. produce. . ; 

S 4. '. NaturaJ 
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Natural fertility is confequently of long 
ftanding, and the rents of courfe high^ 
the fanners therefore think they caniHit 
pay their rents if their land be not aimoft 
perpetually cropped; not from a real 
height in the rentitfelf, but from the come 
parifon they make with others who pay 
lefs. But thefe, on the contrary, knowing 
how much more is paid by otherSj^ and 
being imprefled from cuftom, as it were, 
with an idea, that rent is no great matter» 
are not induced to pafs by the fallow yeacs^ 
or thofe of reft under grafles : and theifame 
contraft holds with refped: to manures 9 
he who pays a trifle, thinks he can afford 
to manure for that reafon, and thofe who 
pay five times as much, are perfuaded they 
cannot therefore venture any expence of 
that fort 5 the confequence of which cir* 
cumftance is, the former, upon poor land, 
are more able to pay a great price for a bad 
foil, than the latter are a fmall rent for a 
good one. The richnefs of the land is 
not therefore of fo much importance to 
the cultivator, and, of courfe, to the na- 
tion, at large, as a lively, vigorous^ and 
judicious c^ilture of iu 

In 
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In refped: to crops, of an uncommon 
fort, or at lead not generally cultivated^ 
the profit appears io be vafUy greater, 
than from corn or natural grafs. This is 
particularly the cafe, with hops about 
Heilingbam and Parnbam : a middling crop, 
at the former place, amouts \o 35/. an 
acre ; aild at the latter, more than double 
that fum. This latter produce is, indeed^ 
exbeedingly great ; but allowing for any 
little exaggeration in the account, yet great 
dedttdtions may be made, and vafl: profit 
left ; befides, the rent of the land there 
rifes to a greater price than in any part of 
the kingdom I am acquainted with, even 
to 9 /. an acre. Nothing in the common 
hufl>andry ever equals thofe produ6ts of 
hops ; nor are the expences upon them (b 
great, as to reduce hop planting to a mean 
with the general agriculture ; for they fel- 
dom rife to 20 /. an acre at Hedingbam^ 
and not much above 30/. at Fambam. But 
as thefe expences are infinitely greater than 
what attends the ufual fyftem of farming, 
much fewer people have the fubftance ne- 
ceflary for undertaking this garden huf- 

bandry, 
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tMndry^ which rendara^the profit the mote 
canfiderable^ •: : 

I have examined in a great number of 
placet, fields which would produce ihopi 
cqnaHy weR with any about Hidingbmn^ 
and that lett for a coikimon rent, in whidi 
the hop culture would be an infitiite im« 
provement : but common farmers, and 
€ven the generality of landlords, have no 
ftrong ideas of the utmoft profit to which 
they might employ their ft^ils. 

Next to hops, potatoes are the moft 
beneficial vegetable that i have met witb« 
Their culture in 3^* is exceedii^ pro- 
fitable i taken up in Jul^^ whert they arc 
not above one fourth grown, they yield 
4b lacks per acre, on a medium^ and in 
fnoney, from 25/. to 35 /. an acrej forne-^ 
times more, which is very great i nor are 
the expences upon them high $ and a pe^ 
tuliar benefit attending them, is the excels 
lency of their nature, in fweetening and 
ameliorating the foil s the extreme thick* 
nefs of fhade they yield covers the foil en<- 
trrely, and renders it very mellow ; they 
iind them the bell preparers for any kind 
Af grain. 

.It 
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1 ft i^ dftoftifiiing tbeir culture is not 
txiore common i for any ley ground does 
ft>r th»ifl that is tolerably rich, and the 
worft foils V9i\l bear pkntiful crops of 
rtiert, if well dunged. As to the part of 
EJi^ where they are ihoft common, being 
Very near to lAndon^ the argument proves 
nothing againft the €3ttenfion of the prac- 
tice, becaufej other phces ai^ equally near 
Londim^ that do not plant them ; and vaft 
trails of land that have water-carriage 
Might convey their crops to the capital at 
fit kife exp^nce, though five times further 
diftant, for; all the Ejfex ones are carried 
fey land..**— --As Lucertie and Burnet arc yet 
cultivated chiefly m fmall quantities ; and 
*r6 #here the tommon crops of any place I 
frtiv^ feen, I (ball fpeak of them when I 
ttimt to cbnfider what I call experimental 
agriculture. 

The variations I met with in the courfes 

^ <&f tropS" — ►in the introduftioh of amelio- 

" rating onts-— and the ma^^tms of fallowing 

dregi^atj but lefs in fallowing than any 

other. In the prodigioufly impro\^ed lands 

^ Norfolk^ fallowing is fcarcely known, 

and 
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and vaft are the crops they raife without' 
it.. 

On the improved farm at T^ojioc^ near 
Bury^ the land is never fallowed. 

Between that place and Lavenbam^ they 
fallow for wheat 5 fometimes for barley^ 

Between Braintree and Chelmsford^ for 
both wheat and barley. 

About Dartford and Shooters-bill in Kenf, 
and around Wycomb in Buckingham/hire^ 
not at alL 

Vrom.Tetsford to Oxford^ Witney i and 
again, between Frog^mili and Crickfy^hiffj 
for barley. 

Between Newnbam and Cbepftow^ quite 
down to Bridgend , and acrpfs the Seveme 
through all the tra6t of country round 
Brijiol and Bath to DevifeSy acrofs Salisbury 
plain to that city, and thence through 
Wincbejler and Gilford to London i and, 
laftly, to Chelmsford^ a line of. country of 
about 24Q miles, it is all fallow for wheat. 
But I ihould remark, that this uniform 
huibandry has no general caufe in the na^ 
ture of the foil ; on the contrary, it is in 
many places inferior to other methods; 
for they fallow, as I hav^ already minuted, 

wher^ 
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wbere the land is perfectly well adapted to 
turnips and ^ clover ; . in which cafe there 
ihould be. no fallowing, bpt barley fown 
after turnips, and wheat after clover. 

Of the ameliorating, or fallow crops y 
peafe and beans (as I have already men- 
tioned potatoes) claim the firft notice : and 
in no article of huibandry have I found 
greater contrails than in thefe. I fhall 
firft minute the chief variations, and then 
explainthe caufes of them; the rent I add 
merely by way of an index, to the com- 
mon nature of the country. 

In Marjhlandy Notfolk : 



K 


Quarters 


Mean crop. 


- St 


Rent, 


- 20 X. 

1 



Between Bury and Badkigh^ Suffolk : 
&op, - - . - ^ 

Rent, - * I3*» 



>% 



Between 



[ ^7^ ) 
Between He^ngham and Siratnhree 9 

Quarter?, 

Crop, - ' - - 4 

Rent, - - 14^. 

Between Bmntree and Chelmsford^ Ejex .•- 



Cr6p, 
Ditto, 
Rent, 


peafe, 


•• 

- lbs, 

» 


34 . 
5 

\ 


• 

Between 
Jhire : 


* 
Woo^ocjk. and Wvtnviy Oocfirh 


Crop, 
Rent, 


•• 


\ ' 

- 15 J. Sd. 

• 


■34: 


Cotjwould 


miK 


Ghucefterjhire : 




. Crop, 
Rent, 


- 


• 


3 


Between 
moutbjhire : 


• 


• 


Crop, 

Rent, 


not 

• 


- 8'- 


2 



Around 



J 
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» ■ • 

Around Ccuiridge, GlunMrgmfiire * 



Crop, lefs than 

Rent, - - 10 f. 



Quarters, ** 

2 



Near the Dtvifis, towards SaUshury, Wilts 9 



, Crop, 
Rent, 



- 5^. 



Between Saliibury and Romfey, Uamp/hire : 



Crop, 
Rent, 



. 16 i. 



Between GiJford and Wpley^ Surry : 



Crop, peafe. 
Rent, 



- lis. 



About ^</, Epxt 

Crop, garden peafe, 6, 7, or 8 /. . 
Rent, - - 3 ox. 

. • Thefe 
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Thefc crops call for foiiic very obvious 
remarks : rent we find has nothing to do ^ 
with them, if the foil is in any meafurc . 
to be judged of by it ; good crops of beaiig 
proceed from other circumftances more 
than from the richnefs of the land. By . 
much the worft crops, in this table, are . 
tho& in Monmoutbjhire^ Ghmorganjhire^ 
and part of WiUjbire and Hampjhire -, the 
rents of which trails appear ta be, on a 
medium, as high. as any of the others; but 
if you turn to the preceding pafiages, 
wherein an account is given of their cul- 
ture, you will find thefe ^re the only places 
where they do not hoe them* The mediuni 
of thofe tra£is^ which hoe, is about 4 qrs. 
and 4 1 frooi whence it appears, that thofe 
ilovenly farmers, who omit this neceil^ry 
* operation, lofe, at leaft, the amount of 
their crops, for want of following better 
examples. I reafoned with feveral of them, 
on this part of their pradice ; but they 
faid. They never heard of fuch a thing, 
'twould never do, and could not anfwer. 

With turnips, the difference is yet great- 
er, between the right hufbandry of that 
vegetable, as pradifed in Norfolk, Suffolk^ 

Ejfex, 
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EJfex^ &c. and as they are managed in 
Wales ^ and 2hoMt B^rcbalke^ ntdiV Salisbury i 
for of all crops, none require hoeing fo much ; 
there is none that will pay fo well for that 
operation, the value of them being very 
tri^ng without it. The extcnfive ufe of 
them is known but little of, except in iVbr- 
folk^ Sufolky and Effhc ; that is, all the ufes 
to which they may with profit be applied, 
one or two places excepted. I found no 
farmers, but in thofe counties, that under- 
ftood any thing of the hufbandry of fatting 
cattle with them ; feeding lean (heep, being 
thfe only ufe they put them to. A univer- 
fal lofs attending a bad culture of be^ns 
and turnips, is the lofs of a year for a 
poor crop j for nothing is a better prcpa- 
ration for corn, than thefe vegetables, 
when kept perfedllf clean, but none worfe, 
when managed in a flovenly manner: and 
accordingly we find, that where they 
plough and hoe thoroughly, their beft 
crops of corn fucceed thefe fallow ones. 

The clover hufbandry I found univerfal, 
from the north of Norfolk^ to the further 
end of Glamorgan/hire. Some variations I 
found in the management of it, but none 
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to ftriking as tfaofe mentioned in the ar« 
tide of turnips. The worft is the (owing 
of hop-clover in Wiltfinre and Hampflure^ 
which paltry fpedes is not comparable to 
the common broad clover. Ray-grafi is 
likewife fown much too univerfally^ I 
found it frequently on foils by far too 
good for it ; broad dover alone, is infi- 
nitely preferable, except oa very light 
land. 

The variations in the courfes of crops I 
found pretty confiderable. 

In the marled parts of Norfolk^ it is i 

1 Wheat, 
. 2 Turnips, 

3 Barley, 

4 Clover and Ray-grafs* 

In the improved farm, near Bury^ in 
Suffolk i 

I Turnips, 
. 2 Barley, 
3 Clover, 
4. Wheat* 

About 



.^— I 
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About Be»Mngbamt in ^ex : 

.1 Fallow, • 

a Wheat, 

3 Pe^fe* 

4 Wheat, 

5 Turnips; 

6 Barley, 

7 Clovcri . 

If the third or fourth crop of this courfe 
19 weH manured ifof , it is a very good one, 
on rich landsi 

Between Braintree and Chelmsford : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Barley, 

3 Clover, * 

4 Wheat. 

« ■ . . 

Nothing can exceed this courle upon 
lands too heavy for turnips* Sometimes 
they vary it, but for the worfe : 

1 Fallow,; 

2 Wheat, 

3 Barley, 

4 Wheat; 

T 2 Vo 
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■ 

No manuring can make the laft crop of 
wheat a good one. For very rich lands» 
the courfe between Dartford dnd Shooters^ 
bill is excellent : 

1 Peafe, 

2 Turnips, 

3 Barley, . 

4 CloVer, 
- 5 Wheat. 

About Stoken Churchy in Gloucefierfinrt i 

1 Fallow, ^ 

2 Wheat, 

3 Spring- corn, 

4 Clover. ' 

Between Tetsford and Oxford: 

I , Wheat, 

2 Beans, 

3 Barley, 

4 Fallow, 

5 Barley, 

6 Clover. 

This is a flrange courfe for any foil. It 
is the fame between Wooiflock and Witney. 
About Sberborn . on .Cotjwould-billsy Glou* 
cefierfiire. 

7 1 Fal* 
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1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 P«a^e» 

4 Barley, 

Between Newnbam aiid Xlbepfiow^ Glm^ 
tefierjbire-z 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 Peafe, 

4 Oats, 

5 Turnips, 

6 Barley, 

7 .Clover, 

8 Wheat, exceeding good. 

Between Cbepftow and Newport : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheats 

3 Barley, 

4 Oats, 

5 Ray.grafs and clover. 

But of all others, I beg you will remark 
the following, about Co^wbrids^^ in Gki- 
morgen/bire : 

T 3 1 Wheat 
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1 Wheat, 

2 Barley, 

3 Oats, 

4 Oats, 

. 5 .Fallow. 

Between Devifes and Salijbury.:. 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 B2u:ley, 

4 Hop*cloy.er, Gfr. 

Around Salisbury: 

1 Fallow, 

2 Whea^, 

3 Barley, 

4 Oats, peafe or ^ans. 

Betweea Aylresfor4 and ^/o», in Ham^ 
Jhire^ a very odd courfe : 

1 Turnips, 

2 Barley, 

3 Grafles, 2 years, 

4 Fallow, 

5 Wheat, 

6 Barley. 

Ber 
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Between Guildford and Rtpky iri Surry ; 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 Spring-corn, 

4 Clover, 

5 Wheat, 

6 Beans., 

About Hfcrdin BJ/ex : 

1 Fallow, 

2 Wheat, 

3 Oats, 

4 Turnips, 

5 Barley, 

6 Clover, 

7 Potatoes. 

There are more to qomoiend, upon the 
whole, in thefe courfes, than* in any other 
article mentioned yet j for the husbandry 
of introducing a crop of pulfe, roots, or 
grafs between every two of corn, is very 
prevalent, and an excellent principle it is, 
if we except the FFe/Jh courfes, which are 
very bad, and one or two more, a crop, 

T4 




/ 
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and fzWovr, or follow cr^i are univerfaL 
In the long courfes it appears how fenfible 
the farmers are, that corn will not bear 
any repetitions, with fo much profit in the 
long run, as by introducing either legumi- 
nous crop or roots, ^ 

This article of cropping judicioufly, is 
of infinite importance. How is it poffiblc 
that any land, be it ever fo well ploughed 
and manured, can fupport four fucceflive. 
crops of corn, upon the ftrength of one 
fallow? accordin^j to. the cuftom aljout 
OjwbridgCy in Glamorganjloire ! It is abfo- 
lutely impoflible that good crops, can be 
gained by fuch hufbandryj for the laft two 
muft be over-run with trumpery and 
weeds, without an^ ftrength to get the bet* 
er of them. 

No courfe can exceed that of turnips, 
barley, clover,^ wheat; when the land isfo 
dry and found as to yield good turnips, 
and admit tlieir being fed or carried off, 
and at the fame time rich enough to pro- 
duce wheat; which circumftances I tak« 
to be of all others, the ftrongeft proofs of 
a good foil. But even this courfe has been 
found liable to abjedions : in the turnip 

and 
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and dover countries, the mod fenfibte 
farmers are perfuaded theii; lands becoipc 
furfeited with them 5 infomuch, that after 
a long repetition of this courfeji fcarce any 
turnips can be gained^ without much dung 
on the fame fields, which, at fir ft, pro- 
duced plentifully without any. And their 
clovers they find rife thin, die in the win- 
ter, and wear out very foon. The remedy 
wanting in this cafe, is a fubftitute for 
each of thefe crops. In light foils, none 
are comparable to carrots and potatoes j 
and I might obferve, that they will grow 
in mugh heavier ones than commonly ima- 
gined. I have cultivated them myfelf, in 
no inconfiderable quantities, on a good 
wheat foil, and ^ith great fuccefs ; and in ^ 
heavy lands, cabbages thrive, with proper 
management, in an extraordin^y manner^ 
Thefe crops would fcrve to vary the courfc 
inftead of turnips, and the ground would 
bear the repetition of three much better 
than of one crop. Inftead of clover, fain- 
foihe and lucerne fliould be introduced ; 
which would laft in the foil five years, in 
perfeft vigour, and form by that time a 
Wrf, the breaking up of which, would 

yield 
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yield an extraordinary profit. I da not, 
1^ «iy means, Kcommend tbeie plants to 
the exdufion of clover, for I am very 
ienfible of its prodigious value ; but only 
to introduce them in rounds, wlien the 
foil is tired ^f the latter,. 

The importance of manuring, I found 
in general better underftood than I expec- 
ted. Marling has been for many years, 
and is at prefent praftifed in the utmoft 
pcrfeftion in Norfolk ; where likewife the 
folding of (heep is carried on very regu- 
larly, and Oil-cakes purcbafed, even from 
Holland^ to enrich tlieir wheat lands. The 
farmers indeed around Lynn have none of 
thefe ideas, or they would not let an hun- 
dred load of coal-afhes be wafhed every 
year into the river. 

About Bury in Suffolk^ they pqrchafe the 
manures arifing in that town at a vaft ex- 
pence ; and with fuch eagernefs, that were 
the tpwn half as big as London^ tliey would 
buy tliera all. 

Between Sudbury and Braintree in EJfe%, 
tliey are very careful in forming compofts 
of chalk, dung and turf. 

All 
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' Att PCiand London^ at a fmall 4fliflattce9 
(hey have a proper idea df bringing vsanoKA 
forts of maiiuresi but at the diftaacv <^ 
ID, 12, and 1 8 miles, they do not byaxiyr 
ineans bring a twentieth part of the quan« 
tity wihich they ought ^ confid^iag what 
lid) Ibrts fhey might procure at la fmali 
expence* 

't* he nU of lime is perfQAly wdl known 
in the hundreds of i|^9^ and brought in 
waggons fcom a great ^iftance, and at ^. 
yaft expence ; even to id/, att acre. Lim^ 
ing k likewife the great mani»re in thoft 
parts of Wales through which I poifed. 
They have it amazingly cheap, and find 
the effe^s of it very beneficiaL But the 
JVel/h farmers are ftrangely deficient in not 
folding their fheep ; m^ny of them have 
tolerable flocks, but no fbch thing as a fold 
in all the country I faw. 

The manure arifing-in the farm yards, 
I found every where taken? care of, and 
fpread upon the fields. They were carryr 
ing it out in many places as I pafied along. 
The mixing it likewife with turf dug in 
the high-way, I remarked was univerfal. 

The 
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The mahure arifing from buriikig the 
ibrface, I firft met )^ith in Gloucejier/hire : 
tbcy find it extremely beneficial if not 
pra£tifed too often j it cleans the foil great-, 
ly, and enriches it 'equally ; nOr do tur- 
nips, particularly, ever fail the year they 
pare and burn ; and the expence, at \yhich 
th^, have the operation performed, is very 
trifling, from 145. to 20 s. per acre. This 
method would anfvs^er greatly in maqy 
parts of the eaftera counties, but they have 
no idea, of its except burning the fedgy 
turf and iHibbl^. in the ifle of Ely. Jt is, ' 
beyond all doubt, the beft way of breaking 
up old and bad paflures^ and fitting them 
for €orn. Jt is a ridiculous notion^ to fup- 
pofe it fit only for wet lands, fince in the 
parts of Gloucefterjhire and Wales through 
which I pafied, they praflife it to great 
profit on very dry ones^ 

Thcs variation^ I found in the arficic of 
the manner of tillage, were extremely 
great, and form an inilahcc of as mtftaken 
management as any I met with. This will 
appear very widen t, from the following 
table of foils, ftrength, and quantity 
ploughed per day. 

Im- 
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Improved parts of Norfolk, 

Light turnip'land : 

2 Horfcai 
2 Acres; 

Acrofs Sujhli and to Bmntrte ui i^^^ 

Light, loamy, and fome heavy, hcan- 
land: 

2 Horfes, 

1 Acre. 

At Lord Clarity in Ejex. 

• * 

loam too heavy for. turnips : . 

2 Oxen, 
1 Acre. 

Between Braintree and Chelmsford. 

Mixed foils, both light and heavy % tur- 
nips and beans :. 

3 Hories, jforaetimcs four, 
I Acre* 



iiu. i 



Betweea 



Betweeii jA3m find Vxhridj^i Mddlefex. 

Both light and heavy j turnip and bean- 
land: 

4 Horfe^ in a line> 
1 Acre. 

Around tFydorttby In Biickirtgham/hifii 

Lighr foH 1 bears good turnips : 

5 horfea^ ciften fix. 
From 4 *o ^ ^^^^* 

About Stoh Churchy in Oxfardfhiriik 

Chalky foil J 

6 tiorfes^ 
I Acre^ 

Near JSberiffrn, on Cotfmtdd-bills, Glou' 

cefterjhire. 

Light, but dialky and poor i 



4 Horfe^ 
I Acre* . 



From 
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From North LeMb^ through Gloucefierjhirt^ 
Monmouthjhire, znd Glamorgan/hire. 

Light and middling turnip-land, &c. 

Eight oxen^ never lefs than fixj or 

four, and two horfes> 
From T to 1 acre. 

Between the Ihfvi/es and Sajijhurf: 

Light and middling; great quantities 
of turnips. 

4 Horfes, never lefs than three. 
Scarce one acre» 

In the neighbourhood of Saiisiury. 

Various foils, but in general light t 

3 and 5 horfes, 
I Acre. 

Through Hampjhire, 



Light dry foil in general : 

4 Horfes^ 
I Acre. 

6 



Between 
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I 

Between Guilford and Coibam in Surry. \ 

Much fand ; and light loam : 

4 Horfes, and often more, 
4, 6, and 8 oxen, 
li. Acre, light foiU 

1 Acre, heavy. 

Gravel : 

2 Horfes, 
.1 Acre. 

r 

If you caft your eye lightly over this 
tabkj it will furely be evident, at onee, 
what a wafte of ftrcngth is common, thro' 
nine parts in ten of. this traft of country. 
I {hould remark to y9u, that in many 
places where only two ..horfes plough an 
acre a day, particularly in Suffolk and £/^- , 
fex^ the foil is to the full as heavy, as in 
any of the other counties, wherein fix and 
eight oxen are ufcd: fix horfes I have feen 
at plough, upon tilt turnip-land, which 
was level J where the hills are fteep, one 
h«rfe or a yoak of oxen might reafonably 

be 



V 
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be added • but the farmers in thofe parts 
ufe as many in a Jight level fand, as in a. 
flifFand hilly loam ; and what is as ftrangCi 
do as little in a day. 

If the excefs was only in oxen, the mat- 
ter would not be of fuch general bad con- 
fequence; but to think of innumerable 
horfes being kept to ftarve the people i 
which is literally the cafe, and meerly in 
compliance with the obftinacy of the low 
people, (for I believe the labourers are the 
great patrons of the practice, and will not 
touch a plough without the ufual number 
of beads in it) is a public misfortune : to 
fee vaft trafls of the kingdom cultivated, 
with fuch ufelefs numbers of horfes, and 
at the fame time worfe managed than other 
heavier parts, where not half the number 
are ufed, is a very melancholy fight ; and 
ought to influence the nobility and gentry, 
in thofe miftaken parts, to ufe all their 
power with their tenants, to make them 
break through fuch vile cuftoms. 

. Even upon the hills, their method of 
ploughing is abfurd j for they generally 
cut their furrows up and down the iide^ 
inftead of acrofs it; by which means, 

U twice 
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twice the ftrength is neceflary to ploiigh ;. 
-~— the goodnefs of the land is wa(hed out 
with hafty fhowers -, and the crop da- 
maged into the bargain. In more level 
countries, I have always obferved the beft 
hufbandmen, dire6l the ploughing acrois 
the flope of an accidental hill they may 
have, for reafons obvious enough amongfl: 
theni ; but not fo plain to idle fellows, in 
this indolent country, who like to go in 
poffees of men and beafts to their work -, 
and who would infill upon a driver for one 
horfe, if they were brought to ufe but one. 
In (hort, I venture to affert, that, in 
aJl the traft of country, through which ' I 
pafled, one half, at leaft, of the draught 
cattle, taken at a medium, might be dif- 
penfed with ; for though in many parts 
only two horfes are ufed, yet the more than 
double ia others would allow of half the 
total being deduced. You will eafily con- 
ceive what a public benefit this would be. 
If the clamours on account of the high 
prices of provifions have a good founda- 
tion, they (hould induce theft miftaken 
people, who plough with five or fix horfes, 
bf caufe their fathers did, (and would with 



15, bad it heretofore been the cuftom) to 
lefllbn tljeif: teams one half, and apply half 
the land, on, which they raife double the 
qpantity of oats they want, to the culture 
ojF wheat ; and the ground which fuppoits 
them in fummer, to the fatting of fuch 
cgtttle .as are food for man, inftead of fuch 
as come only to the kennei-^ — -I found the 
ufc of oxen rather wearing out, even in 
the ox counties, Thefe remarks remind 
me of the methods by which hogs are in 
general maintained. Thofb animals are pf 
infinite importance to the nation, in yicld- 
\Xig fuch vaft quantities of meat ; and if a 
fcarcity of provifions in general, is now, 
of was to be the cafe, nothing could fooner 
remedy it, than increafing. the ftock. of 
(wine J a bufinefs infinitely hiorc eafy to 
pei'form, than an increafe of either (lieep 
or large cattle. It is remarkable, that the 
hufbandry of feeding hogs with clover, is 
tolerably known only acrofs the county of 
Suffolk and a part pf EJfeXy of the whole 
tour. They almoft every where 'keep no 
more than their mere dairies would main- 
tain, and where they were fmall, their 
grains and rubbifh corn. Between Wood* 
' . . U 2 Jfoci 
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Jlcck and Witney^ a clover country, they 
feed their hogs in fummer with beans, 
whereas in Suffolk it is common to (hut a 
parcel of the quarter or half-grown hogs 
into a field of clover, if it has a pond in 
it, the latter end of Afcy, and never take 
them out till Michaelmas i and they are 
found to thrive incomparably with that 
food alone. The whey, Ikim-milk, and 
grains, they keep for their fows and pigs, 
and other finall hogs, too young to feed 
on clover alone : nor can a field of that 
graft be turned to fo much profit by any 
other management. Lucky hits, may in 
feeding it, turn out to vaft profit; but in 
more common, and more certain ways of 
managing it, cither by making hay, or 
feeding with other cattle, the profit by hoga 
it found much fuperior. I cannot, there- 
fore, avoid wifbing, that this excellent ar- 
ticle of hulbandry was more known and 
pra£l:ifed ; as I am certain it would not 
only prove of very great ufe to the farmers, 
bu^ yield a much greater plenty of pork, 
than the prefent fmaller number of hogs can 
do. All the farmers I talked with, on this 
fubjeft, however, gave, I could perceive, 

but 
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but little credit to what I told them ; for 
their notion of clover is, that *tis twenty 
to one, but it burfts and kills half thd 
cattle turned into it. A cow or a bullock 
turned in, while wet with the dew, and 
very hungry, will now and then burft; 
but I never within my own experience 
knew it, nor ever beard at home, of its af- 
fefting a hog fo. 

During the whole journey, you have 
certainly remarked, that I was very atten- 
tive to the rent of the land : I wanted to 
difcover the mean value of that part of the 
kingdom, through which I pafTed, and to 
obferve what portion was wafte and un- 
cultivated. 'Tis true, my journey was fo 
fmall, compared with the whole extent of 
the kingdom, that few general calculations 
or maxims can be founded upon the refult 
of it ; but th? want of perfe6lion i^. no 
reafon againft ufing thofe means, \^ich 
are in our power of arrivmg as near it as 
poffible; perfons more intelligent, and 
poITefled of better means of fmoothing dif- 
ficulties, though not more a<5live, may on« 
day or other complete the tour of the whole 
kingdom upon fome plan of this nature ^ 

U 3 that 
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that political arithmeticians may have * 
good foundation for their calculations^ 
inftead of hazarding theiti upon nlertf 
guefi-work and conjefiure. Always re- 
member that I, in no inflfancfe, offer you 
thefe minutes as any thing perfeft, bulf 
only as a flight fpetimen of what I wifli 
was in my power to complete. Wias this 
.little journey extended over the reft of 
England^ I fhould have it in my power to 
fpcak in other terms, than thofe I ufe dt 
prefent. 

From the fea-coaft of Norfolk^ almoil 
acrofs the country to Nortbwoldj in the 
road to Ibetford^ the foil is generally cul-» 
tivated 5 here and there, a mile or half a 
mile of ftieep-walfc rhay be found ; (to the 
weftern corner, about Snettijhamy a good 
deal) but in general it is but little. This 
line of country, upon the whole, Ictts, I 
believe, on a medium, at 6 s. or js. an 
acre. From Nortbwold to Tbetford^ is zti 
uncultivated tradl of (heep-walk. 

From Thetford to Ingham^ in general, 
uncultivated : then to Bury^ light land, but 
cultivated ; mean rent about 3 ^. 6 d. or 
4 s. an acre. Here we have reckoned one 

7 line 
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line of uncultivated land ; which is near 
16 miles acrofs. Another line acrofs it, 
is from Culf(ird to Brandon j ten miles- 
Another from Newmarket to Brandon, 
eighteen *. Upon the whole, I believe, 
there is a fquare of about twenty miles of 
uncultivated 'flieep-walks and warrens. 

From Bury by Hadleigby to Sudbury^ and 
to Braintree^ the foil is good, and well 
cultivated 3 and letts, upon a medium, at 
about 1 2 J', or 13 s. per acre. 
X Brom Braintree f Chelmsford, and to 
Billericay, it is yet better; letts for about 
16 J. and from thence down to Tilbury 
fort, at about 10 s. 

The mean rent, therefore, acrofs the 
<:ounty of Norjolk, and a part of Suffolk, 
as far as Bury^ is about 5 5. 01; 5 x. 6 d. an 
acre. This is a line of 70 miles. 

From Bury acrofs the reft of Suffolk and 
all EJJcx, to Tilbury fort, which is 70 miles 



♦ There are ^ery extenfive breaks of uncultivated 
land put into cultivated parts befidcs the above men- 
tioned, aad perhaps of treble the quantity j from 
Bournbridgi to Ntwmarket\ and witnefs the adjoining 
(en. 

- U 4 more, 



t 296 1 

more, the mean rent is about 1 3 i. 6 (/. or 
14/. an acre. 

About Gravefend^ in Kent^ fpme at 8 /. 
and others at i /. and i /• 10 /• Between 
Dartford2inA Shooters biJI, at 20 i. Nearer 
London, and before you come to the gar- 
dens, it runs up to 2 /. From London to 
Barmt, all grafs j letts froni 40 s. to 3 /. 
From Barnet to the Mimms, about 1 2 x; 
From Guilford to London, 30 miles, about 
1 2 J. From London to Bumtwood, 1 7 miles^ 
35 J. * From London^ another way, tp 
Vxbridge, 30 J. 

Here is a traft of country around Lotk 
don, five feveral ways out of it, and from 
2o to 30 miles diftance; the medium of 
rents is about 30 j. an acre.' But I believe 
if a circle of 30 miles was taken, and all 
its contents, barren land, forefts and all ; 
the mean rent would not amount tp near 
20 s. which is a fcandalous circumftanfcc 
tp the agriculture of that protid neighbour- 
hood ', every fpot of which is within reach 
of more manures, than any three cities in 
Europe cim boaft. 

r 

*.Rcckoccd by the Stratford raad, and npt the 
JForeJ^ 







I 

V 
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From XJxbridge to Stoken Churchy wltich 
crofles the county of Buckingham 27 
miles; the mean rent is about 10 s. an 
acre. 

From Stoken Church to 7etsford, 10 j. 
From Tetsford to Oxford ^ incloifed 20 j. 
open 9 i. From Oxford to Witney y about 
i^s. Froni thence to iVl7r/i& Leach^ ysl 
This line acrofs Oxfordjhirey about 40 miles. 
I believe the medium will be found about 
zls. confidering how fmall a part is in- 
clofed. 

From North Leach to Crickly-hill, about 
5 s. From thence to Gku^eftery 16 s. From 
thence to Newnham, 12 s. From thence 
to Chep/loWy 1 4 i. This line extends 50 
miles through Gtoucefterjhirey and the me- 
i^ium rent I calculate at iq ;f. 6 i. or us. 

From Chepjlow to Newport ^^ J4 J. . Froiyi 
Newport to Bridgend^ izs. This is a line 
of about 50 miles. Medium, 12 j. 3^. or 
i2s*6d. 

From the paflage to Br j/?^/, 25 x. From 

J5n^o/ to J5^/i&, 7 X. From jB^//^ to the 

JOevi/eSy 20 s. This cut through Somer'^ 

fetjhirey and the rich part of Wiltjhirey for 

40 miles, letts on a medium at 19X. 

From 
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From the Devifes to SaKsbury^ mo%\y 
iheep^walk, but including the ^djoAmug 
Usm%, 22 miks, jjt* 

From Salisbury to Winchefter^ \z s.^ 
About Crux Eaftofh 9 s^ From Wincbefier 
to Atrtsfordy 9/. From thence to Alton^ 
ji.td. From thence to Farnbam, 1 7 j. 
This line extendi ^crofs H^mp/hirdy near 
50 miles, and I reckon the medium, ;;^ 5«* 

From Famham to . Guilford^ ^bout 8 /. 
The circle around London, before iketched. 
concludes it. 

The Tour lies through about 6op miles 
of various country: the following little 
fummary will affift in forming a general 
medium : 



Miles. 


/. J. d. 


Norfolk to Bury in Suffolk ^ 70— 


-0 5 D 


Suffolk and Fffex^ - - 70- 


-0 13 6 


Acrofs the London circle, - 40— 


-I 10 


Buckinghamjhirey - - 27— 


-0 19 ^' 


Oxfordjljirey . - - 40— 


-0 II .0 


Gloucefterjloirey - - 50— 


-0 10 6 


Monmouth said Glamorgan- 




Jbircs, ... 50- 


-0 12 6 


- 


Somer^ 



[ «99 1 

Miles. L s. d. 
Somerfetjhire^ and part of 

Wiltjhire^ - . - - : 40 — o i^ 9 

Wiltjkitty - - " I 22 — o 5 o 

Hampjhire^ - . -' - ; 50— -o j2 o 



( 



I |iave talculited thefe fevcrd ' prbpor- 
tibnsj ahd'beliete th^ general mediilm is 
J 2 J". yd.per^ctQi 1 muft repeat dgain, 
, That! you j arc not to expfeft an.abfolute 
acciii^acy iii fuch a Iketch as this j miftakes, 
doubtlefs, ;there will be, btt I ' apprfehend 
thefe mediums dre near the truth. 

X^fo^gh ^^^ preceding pages the parti- 
culars of fibveral farms are given, not fuf- 
ficiently ntmerous to form important con- 
clufions u^on, but fuch as (hould riot be 
totally ovctrlookfed. 1 fliall therefcrfe add 
a flij;ht table of their particulars thrown 
into tolunlns under tlicir rfefpeaive heads. 
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Jans, 


RifUi 


Aralle 


Grafs. \Wbi6t\ 


Spring 


Uorfit 


• 


i 


• 


, 




coriim 




^^. 


> 


• 




- 


» 




• 


L. 




1100 


27s 


600 


500 


1 00 


300 


30 


2000 


f^ 










45 


250 


1 2 per ac. 


170 


80 


• 


• 


10 


$0 


6b L, 


90 








5 


130 


100 






t 




12 


5000 


2500 


^ 






* 
1 


102 


100 


8 per acre. 


100 








5 


/ 


30 L. 














JO 










2 


1500 


500 










20 


400 


160 

Sm 










i^ 


250 


<*• 

1 5 fer ac. 


250 


, 


• 




9 


300 


200 L. 


240 


60 


1 




12 


200' 


200 


200 








10 


25c 


100 


230 


20 


• 




8 
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Oxen. 



[Cows. 



Shiep. 



Fatt. 
Cattle. 



20 

3P 



90c 
900 

60 

3* 

120 



Pbws. 



Tur- SiTv* 



nips. 



200 






ants: 



'mm^ 



rtrst 



6 

9 

4 
2 



6 

o 



4 

8 



220 



2i0 



8 



30 



201 



120 

300 

200 
60 



6 
6 

4 
6 



5 
10 

6 
3 
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2S0 horfeskepton 11 570 acres^ whidi 

IS 41 to each horle. 
lip horfes kept on. 1.880 zcte$ of arable 
. i- lupd, wfkh is zx to ea^i horfe. 
29^fli€ipp kqpt on 4979 acre) of Ipnd^ 
^wfa^cli is rather betfer th^ an acre 
an| half to eajch (hpep. 
149 cows kept on 4030 acres^ whiich is 
2j per :Cow; above 3900 ^cres, 
however^ are light |aQds« 
105 cows kept on 930 acreij in rich 
foils, vv^ch is 9 per cow. 
78 (ervants kept pn 6^70 aqres, which 

is B4fer headi. 
35 ditto on 4606 acres of Ijght |and« 

3 farmsi which is ,131 /^r heyd. 
43 kept on .i970}acres^ whi(Fh is 46 ^r 

head. 
47 labourers kept(On 3970 acresj which 
is fy^ per head. 
6 ditto kept on poo pcres (one farm) 

wipiich ip i83r^^r hfead. 
41 kept on 1970 acres^ v^hich is 48 

per head. 
96 fervants and laboupcrs kept on 
3070 acres, which is 32 per head. 

69 
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69 fervants Icept on farms to the 
amount of 1973 /. of rental, or 
fc8/. ^^r head. 
47 labourers kept on a rental of 1473 A 

which is 31 I. per head. 
96 'fervants and labourers kept on a 
rental of 1473/. which is 15 /. per 
head. 
Thefe 96 men (49 fervants aftd 47 la- 
bourers) arc kept on ten farms. Let us 
conjefture the whole populaitidli of thefe 
farms. . 



Servants unmarried, 

Labotirers, 

Suppofe three-fourths of the latter"] 
married, and to have each a I 
wife and three children living, )- 
the number to be added will 
be 

Farmers, - .- 

Suppofe three-fourths married, 
and children as before. 



49 
47 



132 



10 
28 



<^t»m 



Carry over, 266 



We 
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Brought over, 266 

We may fuppofe two maid-{er-i 

vants to be kept on a medium > 20 
by each farm, J 



Total •. 286 



This number divided amoiig 3070 acres 
is ten acres per head. Divided in a rental 
of 1473 A is 5 /. per head. 

I iforbear extending thefe proportions to 
the whole kingdom, becaufe the Tour by 
n<^ means comprehends a fufficient variety 
of foils and other circumdances to juftify 
the founding general maxims upon. 

Before I finifh thefe points, you muft 
allow me to mention two things more : 
The roads, and the management of tim- 
ber. As to the firfl, I chiefly travelled 
upon turnpikes j of all which, that from 
Salisbury^ to four 'miles the other fide of 
Rumfey^ towards Wincbefler^ is, withojit 

* Much extra labour 1$ ufed by all Iq hay and corn 
hnrvefts, &c. &c. but none of that is takea lata the 
account, nor is it fuCccpiible of calculation. 



ex- 
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exception, the fineft I ever faw. The truf- 

tees of that road, highly deferve all the 

praife that can be given, by every one who 

travels it, for their excellent management: 

to management the goodnefs'of it mpft be 

owing i for fine as their materials are, yet 

. I have in other counties met with as fine ; 

but never with any that were fo firmly 

united, and kept fo totally free from loofe 

ftones, rutts and water : and, when I add 

water, let me obferve, that it is not . by 

that vile cuftom of cutting grips for it to 

runoff, to the diflocation of one's bones 

in eroding them, and to the utter deftruc- 

' tion of all common beauty refulting from 

levelnefs ; but by rendering the furface fo 

immoveably firm, thaf carriages make no 

holes for it to fettle in ; and having every 

where a gentle fall, it runs immediately off. 

To conclude the whole, it is every where 

c broad enough for three carriages to pafs 

each other ; and lying in ftraight lines, 

with an even edge of grafs the whole way, 

it has more the appearance of an elegant 

gravel walk, than of an high-road. 

Next to this uncommon road, the great 
. porth one to Barnef^ I think, mull: be 

X ranked. 
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ranked. Then the Keptijh cHie : and the 
others to Chelmsford ajld XJxbridge fueceed* 
Next I rank the i8 miles of finiftied road^ 
from Cowbridge in Glamofganjhire^ to fix 
miles this fide of Cardiff. As to all tlie 
reft, it is a proftitution of language to call 
them turnpikes ; I I'ank them nearly in the 
fame clafs, with the dark lanes from jBf/7- 
lericay to* Tilbury fort. Among the bad 
ones, however, fome parts of the road 
from Tetsford to Gkucejier^ are much bet- 
ter than the unmended parts from Glouee^ 
jier to the good road above mentioned, on 
this fide of Cardiff. The latter is all terri- 
ble; but then it is a great extenuation, 
to obferve that they have been at work but 
two years. Much more to be condemned, 
is the execrable muddy road from Bury to 
Sudbury in Suffolk -y in which I was forced 
to move as How as in any unmended 
lane in Wales: For ponds of liquid dirt> 
and a fcaitering of loofe flints, juft fuffi- 
cient to lame every horfe that moves near 
them, with the addition of cutting vile 
grij)s acrofs the road, under pretence of 
letting water off, but withouf the ef- 

fea. 
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fe6l *, all together render, at leaft, 1 2 out 
of thefe 16 miles, as infamous a turnpike 

as ever was travelled. The road likewi(e 

from Chelmsford to Hedingbam^ though not 
fo bad, is fomething in the fame ftile; 
which is the more difagreeable, as it ufed 
to be much better. As to Norfolk and her 
natural roadsy the boaft of the inhabitants, 
who repeat with vanity the faying oi Charles 
II. ; all I have to remark is, that I know 
not one mile of excellent rop.d in the whole 
county. One furlong upon the Salisbury 
turnpike, above-mentioned, is worth all^ 
that nature or art has done for t avcllers, 
in the whole county of Norfolk. Bad, how- 
ever, as all natural roads are, part of the 



♦ The hacknied argument, that the .water muft be 
carried off, is oP fome foice with regard to the bye 
road5, wherein the rutts are ilngle ^c^i^ channels, but 
of none with turnpikes } for it is mere child's play, to 
pretend to call a road a turnpike one, that lies fo low 
in the center, or has rutts deep enough to require grips 
to let the water off; and unlefs the rutts are fingle and 
' deep, as in crofs roads, grips may be cut for ever with- 
out cS^&.i for where there is To much thick mud, 
they are eternally filling up again. The only way to lay 
a road dry, is to have every where a gentle flope, and 
7iorutts\ for without thefe circumllance> are efFe<5^ed, 
the gates may take money from travellers, but will 
never give tultrable roads in return. 

X 2 Norfolk 
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Norfolk ones, it muft be allowed, exceed 
the Su^olk turnpike. 

As to the management of timber, 1 
have only to fay, that from Gravefendj in 
Kenty acrofs the kingdom, and down to 
Bridgendy in Glamor ganjkire^ and then back 
again to London and Cbelmsfordy the trees 
are all (with fome few exceptions in Hamp* 
Jhire) dripped up like May-poles, which 
they fiearly referable, when frefh ftripped, 
with only a litrle tuft of leaves on the top. 
This is a moft barbarous cudom 5 dcftroys 
the beauty of the country, and is abfo- 
lutely ruinous to timber. Norfolk^ Suffolk^ 
and a part of Effex^ are, however, exempt 
from this deteftablc praftice. 
^ You will now permit me to examine the 
prices of provifions and labour 5 which I 
have hitherto only minuted, without ex- 
plaining the reafons why I was fo parti- 
cular upon thefe articles. In the firit place, 
I fliall take the article bread. 

In Kent^ 12 miles from London \ in Mid* 
dkjtx^ 12 miles; in Surry^ 10 miles; in 
Hcrtfcrd/ktre, 16; in EJfex, 6. At ail 
tliefc ciflances, bread was 2d. per lb. except 
in EJfcx^ where I found it i ^. At London, 

it 
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it is 2 d. upon the whole it may be called 
7, d. with the dedu6tion of a very flight 
f raft ion. 

As to the reft of the kingdom, I found 
it every where the fame, except twice j, once 
in Hampfhire iJ^d. and once in Effex better 
than i^d. But to balance this, nearG/?^- 
cefter I found it better than 2 d. 

I was not furprifed t6 find this article 
upon a general level ; for wheat being a 
commodity eafily tranfportcd, will cer- 
tainly be eat at London^ a3 cheap as in the 
extremities of the kingdom. Indeed I knew 
not how to: reconcile the accounts I met 
with in news^papers, of wheat felling fo 
much dearer in the weftern markets^ than 
the eaftern ones, and at places where the 
' meafure was only nine gallons ; for I have, 
often obferved lo, 15, and even 20 j*. a 
quarter difference between the Norfolk^ and 
the weft of England prices, whereas bread 
is of the,fafne price every where. There 
muft be fome unknown circumftances or 
miftakes to occafion fuch a feeming varia- 
tion. 

Wheat, as I before obferved, is a. com- 
modity that may be moved with the great- 

X 3 eft 
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eft eafc, but this is not the cafe with bat- 
ter ; tlie firft, therefore, does not fliew the 
influence of the capital, but the latter do^s 
in a very ftrikin^ manner, of which the 
following table will convince you. 

Places. Diflancefrom Lcnion, Prices. 

Norfolk^ - - 1 20 M. - . 6^« 

Suffolk, - . 70 - . 6 

EJfex^ about Hedingbam, 55 ^ ^ Pi 

■ about BraintreCy 42 - - 6 

■ Billericayy - 20 - - 8 
Kent^ between DartfordznA 

Shooter s-bill, - - 12 * • 8 

MiddlefeXy Hays^ - 12 - - 8 

Oxfordjhirey Stohen Church , 40 - - 7 

•— IVitney, 2\)o\xt 60 - - 6 

Gloucefler^ - - 107 - - 5^ 

Monmouthjhire^ Newport, 153 - - 5 

Glamorgan/hire^ Cmobridge, \j^ - - 5 

I (hould, however, remark, that at 
Newnbam, in Gloucejler/hire, 125, it was 
64. d. and between Chepftow^ and Newport 
6 //. which variations I attributed to the 
Briftol market boats conftantly buying up 
all forts of provifions. Acrofs the king- 

dom, 
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^dom, therefore, we find the prices of but- 
ter vary,- in proportion to the diftance of 
London : the return by another road will 
prove it equally ftrong : 

Piaceu Diftanci from Ltndan. Prices* 

About fi^/A, Bri/loly and 

Melkfham I found the M. i. 

medium, - iio - - 5^ 

Wihjhire^ between De^ifes 

and Saiijbury^ - 85 - - 7^ 

N. B. This variation is 

evidently owing to fuch 

a vaft trafl of country 

being fheep-walk, 
Salisbury, - - . 83 - - 64. 

Hampjhire, about . - 70 - - 6^* 
Surry J near Farnbam, about 40 - - 7 '- 

and continues fo to the 

near neighbourhood of 

London, except a fall of 

!Ld. once near Ripley. 
Ejfeoc, between Ingatejione 

znd Chelmsford, - 26 - - -84- 

The excefs of this halfpenny, t believ^e, 
iield but a little time ; in general, 8 d. 

X 4 Yoj 
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You muft certainly allow, that the rife 
and fall of thefe prices, in proportion to 
the diftance from the capital, are too re^ 
giilar to be the efFe6l of foil, or accident - 
they are palpably caufed by the Londm 
markets ; fince if goodnefs of foil, or quan- 
tity of grafs operated fo flrongly, it (hould. 
Jink inftead oiraife the London prices. The 
difference between that city and the cheap 
parts of the kingdom, is 3 d. per lb. which 
is very confiderable, much more than I 
apprehended. The varisltion will appear 
at one view in the following little table : 

London y and 20 miles round, d. 

mean price, - - 8 

From 20 miles to 60 - 6' 

From 60 miles to 110 - 6 

From no miles to 170 • 54. 

And the general medium is 64 j but if 
the proportion of numbers who eat, is 
taken in, it will be higher. — In excufe for 
being thus particular, in relation to butter, 
I muft plead, that it is the only commodity 
which cannot betranfported from adiftance 
Xq liOndony and confequently it fliews the 

pro: 
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prc^ortional influence of that capital^ 
bettw than any other article. I (hould 
however remark, that butter is much 
dearer, even in the moft diftant counties, 
if any other articles are commonly fent to 
London ; for the leffening the quantity of 
any one fpecies of provifions, will fome- 
What increafe the price of every other. 

The general medium of cheefe through 
the whole journey, is 3^ d. per lb. . 

As to butcher's meat, fome difference 
will be found between the capital and the 
diflant parts of the kingdom i as the very 
expence of driving beafls rauft occafion 
fbme. I think the befl way of difplaying 
the prices, will be to give the medium of 
mutton, beef, and veal. 

Places. Diftance. Prices. Mcd^ 

MuiU Beef. Veal 
Miles. d. d. d. d. 

In Norfolk^ loo to 120 4 4 3I. 34. 

Suffolk, -' 70 4 3^ 4 3:?- 

Efex, Hedingham, 55 4t ' 4 4 4^ 

Braintreey 42 4 4 44 44 

— — Billericay, 20 5 44 5 4^ 

Kent, Bexley, 125 4^ 5 44 

Mid' 
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Plten* . Difiams. Prtuf. M^ 

Mutt. Beef Veal. 

Miles* 4. d. 4* 4. 

MiddlefeXy Hayes ^ ^^ S 5 5 5 

Opcfardjhire^ Stoken^ 

- Church, . 40 44- 4 4^ 4^ 

^. f-^^Tetsford, 45 4^ 4 Q ' 4-J 

_ Witney, 65 4^- 4t '3^ 4 

Gloucejier/htre, Sber- 

born, - 78' 4 4 o 4 

Gkucefter,^ - ^07 4 3^ 3 34. 

Newnbam, " ^ 23 4 4 o 4 . 
Monmoutbjhire, Chep' ' 

.y?^w, . 135 4 3v 3 . 3i 

Newport, 151 34 4 2 34 

'^—^Cowbridge, 175 3^ 4 J 34 
Between J5ri/?(7/ and 

5^/i^, • 112 4 4 34. 3 

WUtJbire, Melk/ham, 96 4 4 4 4 

'Devijes to 



^*^ 






S 



Salijbury, - 85 4 4 o 4 
About Salijbury and 

^^/-y. • 80 44. 3 2 34 

Hamp/hire, between 
Rumjey «nd /5^/«- 
cbejler, - 75 4 4 31 3t 

Hamp^ 
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Pkm. Diftanci^ Prieai Med. 

Mutt. Birf. Veal 
Mies. eL J* d, dm 

Hampjhire, Aires* 

ford to Farnbam^ 50 4^- 4 4 44 
Surry ^ between Guil* 

jerd and Ripley^ 26 44. 40 4^ 
Ejjex, Ilford, . - 6 4^ 4 5 4^ 
■ ■ between 
Ingateftone^ and 

Chelmsford^ 25 44 4 4t 4J. 



In this article of butcher's meat, you 
foe there is no fuch variation as in butter, 
except in veal, which is owing to the very 
fame reafon ; the not being able to drive 
calves from a great diftancc to London. 
But in mutton and beef th^ difference be-- 
tweenthe capital and near 200 miles from 
it is but little. But this matter will ap- 
pear in the cleared light, by the following 
tables of general mediums : 



London, and 207 mean price 



d. 



mdon, and 207 mean price 7 3 
miles around 3 of meat y^ 



From 
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From 20 miles to 60, dittos 


44^. 


From 60 to no, ditto, 


34^ 


From no to 170, ditto. 


3i 


1 
Mediums of Mutton and Beef. 


London^ and 20 miles. 


A^d. 


From 20 to 60, 


X 

4t 


From 60 to no, - - - 


4" 


From 110 10170, - - - 


34 



From hence it appears, that the diffe- 
rence between London and the cheapeft 
places of this journey, in the price of meat 
in general, is \^d. and of mutton and 
beef only i d. If we confider the expen- 
ces of driving, and what is more, the wafte 
of flefh upon the road, we fhall not be 
furprifed at tliis difference. The general 
medium of the three meats, is 4 ^. 

Of only mutton and beef, 44. d. 

In cafe thefe prices fhould be extended, 
by fuppofition, to the whole kingdom, it is 
proper to remark ; that in refpefl of the 
influence of great cities, I was never out 
of it. London affedls the price of wheat 
every where; and though veal and butter 

were 
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were very cheap in JVales^ yet the prices 
of them were by no means, thofc which 
arofe from a home confumption alone, as 
I plainly perceived by the great quantities 
of provifions bought up in • all the little 
ports of the Severn^ by the Briflol marked . 
boats. As I drove from Cardiff^ I met 
fuch numbers of butchers, with calves, 
that I inquired if that little town could 
confume fuch a quantity of veal ; (it was 
market-day) they told me the boats were 
ready in the river to buy for Brijiol. And 
this was doubtlefs the cafe with butter, 
Gfr. Had my private bufinefs then fufFered 
me to penetrate further into Wales^ beyond 
the courfe of thefe boats, and where no 
turnpike road exifts, I have no doubt but I 
fhould have met with great changes in. 
every thing, and fuch as would have given 
rife to fome veiy important reflexions. I 
found all the fenfible people attributed 
the dearnefs of their country to the turn-: 
pike roads ; and reafon fpeaks the truth of 
their opinion. I can imagine many trafts 
of country, and there are certainly fuch 
in this kingdom, wherein provifions can- 
not be dear. The inhabita^its of thofe 

trafts, 






, t 3"8 ] 

trafts^ aife in the right to keep their fecret; 
make but ^ tumpike-road through their 
country^ and all the cheaphefs vaniihes at 
once. 

It is not at all to my purpofe here, to 
enter into a difquifition^ whether the prices 
of proviiions had heft be high or low ; all 
I (hall fay on that fubje6); is, they had bet- 
ter be exceflive high than fluduating. If 
high prices are a misfortune, I am fare 
they are not fo great a one as fiufluating 
prices. Whatever attempts 'fliould there- 
fore be made to lower the prefent prices, 
it ought either to be done in fuch a manner 
as to enfure regularity, or fufFer them to 
take their own courfe. 

Upon the whole, we find provifions to 
be on a medium ; 







. 


d.. 


Bread, 


- 


- • 


2 per\h» 


Butter, 


- 


- 


ti 


Cheefe, 


» 


^_ 


34 


Meat, 


-- 


- 


4 



In 
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In refpeA to other artkks of a poor 
man's houfe- keeping, I i^rasnot fo parti- 
cular in my inquiries as I (hould be^ wa$ 
I to take fuch another journey ; however^ 
fomething may be gained i'rom the articles 
of candles and firing : 



Candles, per lb 

d. 
la Norfolk^ - - 7 
In Suffolk^ - - 7 
£jexy Hedlngham^ j 

" ' Braintrei to 



} 



Cbilmford, 
Gloucefter^ 
In fFales, 

Hampjhire, 



EJfex^ Ilfird^ 

'Ingatejione to ) 
Chelmsford^ J 



Coals, per hujk^. 

Kx-'Lynn^ - —07 

Coa)s laid in^ - i c 

Ditto, - on 



7i 

6 
6i 



T 

1\ 



As much as fix o^en 
can draw, 3 /. 



o 3 



mmt^ 



Peat, 10 X. a waggon 
load. 



o 9 



o \\ 

-^ O UI 



I ihould not lay fo imperfe6l a table 
before you, had not the few prices it con- 
tains been thofe of counties at a great dif- 
tance from each other, by which means, -a 
medium is the more accunutely drawn. 

Day. 
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Day labour I (hall lay before you in the 
fame manner I have done proyifions y but 
as the prices vary in fummer, winter, &c. 
I think the only way to come at a regular 
pr oportion, is to take the medium of wifi- 
ter, fpring, and harvefl^ which three prices 
ai'e every where fpecihed in the Tour ^ and 
will) I believei give nearly the real m^n 
amount of day-labour the whole year; but 
then, .as victuals and drink,, and ^vcn 
board are givei;^ in fome places, especially 
at harveft, fome eftimation mufl: be ^x^d 
upon for this. Ale and beer is in. many 
places, within- my knowledge, regularly 
reckoned at 2//. in the (hilling; however, 
when I come to fome places, where cyder 
was drank in cohimon, I (liall elieem it at 
I d. and fmall^^beer id: and a dinner I Hiall 
every where value at 6 d. and a day's com- 
plete board at lo d. befide drink. I am 
fenfible, 6 d. is in many places a large 
allowance for a dinner -, but I likewife 
know feveral others, where- is. 6d. ^ head 
would not pay the harveft ones ;• fo-tfeat 
on the whole, 6 d. cannot be far from the 
general medium. I (liall take no regular 

notice 



ttotice of the prices by the piece, \m!efs it 
be at places where little day-work is done. 
The winter-price I reckon, from thfi 
tnoH: general x^fervations I have made, to 
lall from OShber to March, both inclufive^ 
^c fpring ditto, from yipHl to the third 
"w^k in Juffi0, both inciufive, and har- 
veft from tl» laft week to the end of Sep'- 
Umber. The titae of beginning and end- 
ing harvfjft piay vary* hat it every whf re 
lads, on a medium, five weeks. 
Winterly therefore, s6 veeks/ 
JSpring, . - - ?i . 
Harvcft/ --# -» 5 



GountUs and Phcis. Pay pet Week. Medium. 

i>ifianct. jyitft. » Sum. Hm v. 

Miles, s. d. J. d. i. d. jr. d. 
Norfilk, the m-l^^^ r ^ ' ^ 
' ^vcd parts, V^^ .6p .70 ,7 ,0 76 

Suffhlk^ between 1 

Bury and Had- >65 66 80 11 6 ;^7 

:Effex^ Hedinghatii^ 55 6 6 *5 6 14 o , 8 
■ I ■ Between 1 

Braintree anJ > 40 7 O J 8 (S 14 o 9 5 

ChelmsfQrdf J 

^ Hay time 10 5. bu.t as it lafls not fo long as Ipriqg 
divificin, I call it 8 5. 6i^* They make ^reat earainga 
at hop-woi^k. 

jl Ditto^ 91. 6d, therefore call it 8 x. 6 </» 

Y J&«% 



Ccontks and Pkasm „ t Pay i^tx ff^eek. Midium, 

. Diftance. ffint. Sum, Harv. 

Miles. Sp d. J. d. s. rf. /. d. 

ient^ Bexley^ 12 lO 6 lO 6 19 O 113 

Aliddlcjex^ Barnet, I0 1o6§il6 17 6 li^ 

Hays^ T 12 9 9 §11 6 17 6 II 2 

■ Between 1 

fp'oodjkck and > 65 6 O 6 6 9 P 6 6 
W^ttmyy^ J . 

''S:^" h» 4* «»••■= , s 

ShipUn^ - 85 ♦d* o y^s^ 10 o 6 to 

i Crickley^ - 98 46 J5.0 10 Q 52 



Setweetl 



tweeti 1 
Gloucefterjhin 5lI5 56 §6 6 12 O 6 6 
and ISfewnham^ v ^ 



12 6 10 



Bet. ditto I ,,^ 1; ^ ^ -. 

Monmoutbjhtrit 1 

between ditto > 140 55 66 ft 66 5 

and Nev/port^ j 



■^ 4 Ditto^ X4f..btitltffl8 foliuleatimei call it iix. hd. 
^ X Ditlto, 12 s, therefore fay 9 j. 
t Nine /hillings in hay, fay therefore y s. 6d. 
* Never afed before laft winter to be more than 4^. 
6d. 

4> Nine (hillings in. mowing time and 7 s. in fftfing^ 
fo I reckon the medium j s, 3//. 

H Six fl)illings in mowing lime. ' 

§ In hay time 9^. * * " " ' 
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tlntulis and Places. Pay per Wat. MedHifm 

Dijlanci. Wint. Sum. Harv. 

MiUu s» d. s. d. u d. s. J. 

Netoptrt. - 145 5 o 5 o J8 o 52 

Qm,lidg', r75 60 60.60 60 
> .. I ■ % Bet. Bri- 



ftol and Baih 



'* I112 6 o 7 o t8 6 6 ^ 

Ibam, } 96 5 o ' 7 3 8 6 6 2 

vtfis and Salif^-X 85 5 o ^5 o to o 5 J 

and Rumfey, } 80 5 6 6 9 10 6 65 

?Hil^flire^^ bet. ^ \ y. 

^j ditto an^ /!f^»- i 7^ ,6 o 6 6 t^o 6 « 

. ,5rer*r4.0d .//<,«} 55 70 .7«> •807 -t- 

^^ Bet. ditiol ., -4 -■ ,< .^ 

and Farnham, } 45 ^ O .6 o l6. 7 o 

•«>f«i^, V between "1 ^ ^ 

GuUford and C 28 7 o 8 12 6 8 



J 



yj^^ ^ > 12 80 U 18 O 16 6 

£^xj Hfordf - 6 8 6 10 o 17 6 9 It 
* Between In-j 

gaiefione and i 26 7 O 8 O 156 8 # 

Cbib^ifordy .3 

jl But 5 J. but mowing heighten it. 
f 'Only 7 i^ but mowing and reaping raife it* 
* In this and other inftances the daily pay is thd 
fame as in wiilter ; but then the mowing and reaping 
being done by the piece, I ftate the proportion as ex* 
adiy as I am able. 

Y 2 Theft 



Thefc mediucte, accordih^ t6 tlife 
tance from the eapttal, are ai follow : 

4 

^i*cnty ftiiles aroufta I^iwfoB, .f| >ifc 

ifaeah price, - »■ i* -^ 

Fr«n2ol<o6o/ ^ *• 7 *• 

From 60. to 1 10, - - 6 .14 

* ^ ' ^ ' 

iFrom 110 to 1*^0^ - ^ 6 y 

General medium, 75. 9 / j^^r Ivce^k. 



X 



Onetxefnafk, I fiiould tHiike^ \viaeh% 
tbat throughput the whole Tour, the la^ 
fediM-ers earn in thfc yefll tnorc thtxk *tiie. 
above fums, for I every whfre fowld that 
tnu'ch ^drk w^ done b^ the ^tpkce^; trnvv 
it i^ weilicnowii they. abvays taacntaiSt ta 
thftt manner than at daily wi^t4 w^kdk 
in flie yeafr Aafkcs * Very corifidcraiWe iSif- 
fercnce: within the extend Oif m$ ttftQ^ 
Hence afid information, this difF(Bfelic^ 
htobunlsto^a full 'fourth, the {)1-Qt*rfi6ft 
#aten of all ibits of wotk*, for of yott toril 
over the preceding (heets,^ yoir WiH "iSlad 
that the prices of the .piece-work Art, in 
general, 'out of proportion to thie dmly 
prices i they drc fo much higher : stnd this 
isthexafe, not with ai\y muptici^ar counts 



[ 3*5 1 
ty or pl^ce* ^^ u&Werfa^^^ Nol^aren 
vrili ta)(9 vyor^ Ipy the pie^ without ^ 
certainty of earning more than the com- 
i^qn pg^» ip return for worJ^ing; fp much 
liard^r fof tlKnife]ves than they do for theij: 
aiaft^ra. 

In my own opinioni this circun\flance 
ynll Qoore than raife the general mediuix]( 
7^. 9^/.to8i. 

You feei, Sir, by thefc tables, that the 
influence of the capital, in raifing the prices 
of labour^ is prodigioQ9; the difference 
between the extremes, being no lefs than 
4 x^ 6 ^ or near three fourths of the loweii 
country pf i^e. Nor can any the lead rca* 
Ion be givcf) for this. At London the 
bread i« eat as cheap as any where, and 
mi^at only i J. f^r lb; dearer thap the 
pheapefl: part of the country j the price of 
provifions, therefore, has nothing to dp 
with labour. .Tbc vaft populoufnefs of 
London arid its iieighhourhood, ought to 
lower the price of labour; and did not the 
debauched life of its inhabitants, occafion 
them to be more, idle th^n in the country, 
it would have that eff^f^ : but the very 
inaxims and principles upon v^hich life is 

Y 3 founded 



foiihd^a in' ' j^rett' ciBes," arc tfwi -i)*5ft 
twwerffil W'afl^elieihies to cotaiftioii inddP- 



^':^. ?£.» 



try. ' ' >' ^ "'- -^^''' 

' But It is nbi only on a gcheriil vM^^Ui^ 

a want of proportion betwfech laboiif ^Jifl 

provifions is fouiid ; for it is the fame^a: 

particular places, Wherepftfvifiohs are4ffe 

cheapeft, it v^ilf not be fotiha tfril^WlMi' 
isthelame; / -ni.f);^ ^t:.^ >:. T>r.- 

Upon comparitig* iSie^prk6^"of''*^bdtfi, 
they Will be fouiid Yd vaii6tt§, ^Kat thSiftfe 
alone feems to giiidie 'thenTr^ tRis random 
variation, 'however/ fiSs^ iifetfihig tcf^ ifb 
with the rife'bf pricesfthcm^fer 
proach London \ as It" is TCgufal^'^'ild ^Wi% 
an evident and povytiW ciufe; ~- t;e^ :. 

Politicians are'ib clear in their^ii^dn, 
that low prices dflabbuf i^repf m ms^ 
importance to air iradffi^lf^afeSi^ll^ri 
mufl be allowed to exjprefs tny amazVfti^nt» 
at the legiflature's fu^ering the ca^pt^Pto 
increafe in the prodigious manifer Julias 
done of late. If London^ as it is cSkd* 
lated, contains one fixth pari of thc'ti^* 
tion ; one fixth of the nation's labdnr is 
thereby raifed near three fourth of its 
price ; and another vaft rife, is to the tlif- 

t tance 
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t&nce of near lod miles j^^nd this amounts 
to a third. All this is:upoii a fupppfitionr> 
that the influenoK of the capital does not 
reach 175. miles; whiclvthere is no reafoii 
to believe the cafe ; but as that was the 
furthefl point of the Tour,, and oi courfe 
labour the cheapeft, it is taken as the un« 
inflaenced mean: was it extended to a 
much greater dtftaace, this influence of 
London would appear yet ftronger. if a 
low price of labour is a public benefit^ fure 

the fize oiLmdon is a public evil! 1 

wi(h thefe inquiries were regularly extend- 
ed, even to the Highland^ of Scotland and 
the weiiem ifles; fuch a journey would 
afford plenty of matter for enlarging upon 

i;hefe fubje^s. ^Werc I np^ fearful of 

being too tedious, \ Ihould ^^teii4 ^jiefe 
reflexions further; but fpr:^ro tllprt'a tour 
I have been volumioous,. enough 5 I ilVall 
therefore pais on to t njariuf^flurers. Of 
their earnings J ihiall giv?, you a little 

(ketch: , '-^ ^^' ^ 

Lavenbam^ fays an4 calirpancoes, / . d. 

earn /^i^. week, pu fl^ njedium, 
. the year rputii t" .T -5 .9 
Sudbury^ burying-cr;9{i4.vC?^ 7 6 



V 
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Hedffigbam^ bays and fays^ -^ ' "7 o 
Braintree^ fays and rfmggcts,' i» 6-- o 
Witney^ piece-goods and blt&k?t$> if *o 
Gfdufefter^ pins, - - HI ^ 

Uilfoni carpeti, ' ' ' ^- - li' o 

Salisbury^ flannels aiid linfeys^ / ^ ^^ 
Humfey^ ratincts, - -* 9 ^ 

"Wool-combers every where, on an 

average, • • 13 ^ 4r 

Medium earnings in the Baft of 
' England I ixom JUrimibam to 

Braintree inclufive, • 6 ^^ 

In the Weft, at ^/)r^and G/(7«* 

eefter^ - " - - "11 ^ 

In the South, WHttm^ Salisbury^ 

and Rumfiy^ * «- -^ '9 4 

Medium oflabourem pay in the 
Eaft, about the above mana^ 
fa6turing towns and neigh^' 
tburhoods, taken from th9 
table, page 321, - - 8 o 

Ditto, around thofc in the We(V, 5 iJb 
Ditto, thofe in the Southi - 60 

i. d.' 

General medium of manufa^urers, 8^ ^ 
Ditto, of labourers, ^ - • 7 

The fof na?r fppcnor by -^ 08 



li. ft T4i6 fFbc^ock inaziiifa£lurei's f am 
.; infinitely more thaa any; but I leave 
^ them out, becaufe tlieir number 15 very 
r_ jTmall, and tbar work a matter of nieie 
elegance. . ^ 

. You obierve that I have contrafted the 

earnings of labourers and manufaflurers 

in the Eaft, Weft, and South of England. 

I did this for a reafou which 1 ihall now 

sxplaui. 

In the Weft of l^gland^ the late not5 oa 
account of the. high prices of provlfions, 
|an^higher s^id were more violent than in 
any part pf the. kingdom • As X paiTed 
through thefe parts, I made many inquiries 
concerning the rioters, and found that they 
in general confifted of mjnufafturers ; — i 
that the labourers ^mopg . them were in^ 
(tigated by the manufa<3:urers, who were 
not only infinitely the moft numerous, but 
were thofe who hegan^ 
.^ I was not at all furprized at this infor- 
mation j which, frpm its generality, I 
-have great reafoji to believe true. In the 
^outh of England likewife, about the above 
named jDanufafluring towns, was much 
fiotingj and alfo by manijfsdlqreis, few 

8 /la. 
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labourers among them. In the Esiftipo^ 
was a riot, particularly at Long Me^ff^ 
&c. between Sudbury and Lat^nbam^ ; jhis 
was compofed of labourers, remai:kab^,^*i 
iox they gathered like a fnow-ball, atcf^r 
moft every farm-yard they came to* *. .^1 

Now, Sir, remark the comparifon^ a- 
bove drawn up, between the marjufadtu- 
rer*s and labourer's pay ;— there yovi jwilt 
find, that in, the Weft and Somh of 
Englandj the manufaflurers earn nine and 
eleven ihillings ; the labourers five and 
fix fhillings. The former were tboib who 
rioted. 

In the Eaft the manufa£lurers earn 6 s. 
6 d. the labourers 8 s. The latter were 
thofe who rioted. 

Very far is it from my thoughts, to 
aflert or hint, that cur poor are too well 
paid I am fenfible that there is. much 
wretchednefs amongft fome of them, which 
ought to be alleviated ; but I muft at the 
fame time aflert, riots and public diftur- 
bances form no juft rules to judge by. If 
the above ftate of the cafe, candidly drawn 
up, from the beft information I could get, 

does 
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* » 

^oes not at leaft pjrove this s I am fure it 
j)roves nothing. 

Iti^as always my opinion, and expe* 
f ience confirms it ^ that fober and induf* 
trious workmen, of any fort, never riot. 
in all occupations, there will be idle, 
drunken, unfettled, and diforderly per-. 
Tons 1 a few of thefe getting together, and 
'talking over the dearnejs of provifions^ 
•(which prefently becomes a cant term 
aftiong'them) inflame each other, and all 
of their own {lamp; they know a riot is 
' their beft^ diverfion ; to ftroU in a party 
about the country, eating and drinking at 
-frfee coft, and having no work to do but 
teilchiefi fuitS'fuch geniufes to a hair: 
and one riot is no fooner kicked up, than 
the news octafiofis tnany others. But what 
are the effects of all this? — —Why the 
price of provifions is a topic bandied about, 
from one fide of the kingdom to the other; 
-i^ith abundance of rhetorical flourifhes, on 
the dillrefles of the poor rioters, until, at 
lafl, the reality of their complaints is taken 
for granted ; they are pitied in proportion 
to the degree of their plundering and burn- 
ing i and our ftatefmen are clamoured into 

jneafures* 



neafures.*— ^ut let me avoid ^dipi^int^ 
^e myfterioiis region of politicks : | Pl^i^ 
to deal in fails alone j happy WhejjJ '^i^', 
difcover them pure gnd uns^Uby^ witj^, 
pirejudice. 

Whatever may be ypur opinion of th\i 
point, the P^ice of Provifims^ let m? fc- 
queft that ypu would not give aii^credil^. 
to the pleas of rioterst You may l^^y^ 
good reafons for thinking either v^ay i t^ut 
]et not thefe lawlefs pluqderers^ who ace 
univerfally the very (Hum/ and riffraff of 
their neighbourhood^ have the leaft e|Jc4t • 
upon your opinions. The more fueh f^t*? 
lows earri) the more fuccecding tiaic an4. 
money they have for the ale-houfe and 
difqrderly meetingsl^ and of courfc moi^ 
in their power to do mirchief* 

l^abour in fome parts of the Kingdom is 
certainly too low j in the Weft of Englat^d^ 
for inftance, to have it at feveral pliaces (b 
Jew as 5 or 6 s. the year round, bears no 
proportion to the prices of neceflaries. If 
any thing could juftify riots, it was the loW;. 
earnings of thefe labourers, and riot thofie 
of the manufacturers, who could pam 
twice as much. I anr, by no means, 'a 
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.tothpeteirt judge of wfcat oaght to be tht. 
pfritt of labour ; 1>ut it is dear enbuj^ to 
md, that this piic6 is as much too low> 4ts 
tliit kbbut the e^tpfitai lis too high» 

It is vrorthy of i^maf)c, that the ^tvKseX 
rti^xstti HE mariufk^hirers, is S^. a ^pwek^ 
more than labourers; and that vntliotitr 
taking in th6 very gneat earnmgs t>( wool^ 
cbtobcrs. 

Before I l^ifh theib remarks, I (j»ll udd 
a fiew iv6rds oh the exjperimental ftgrkof^ . 
ture I flxet with. I tft^ifli I <had lieen more 
fortunate in filing upon a^^eater dumber 
of trials^ out of the tommon rbadi; Tor 
fuch as 2 foondi yield ^ut very Itt^ defter* 
minate knowledge. . Lticertie is %hp prin- 
cipal plant whicli thofe gentlemen culti- 
vate, whofe trials I Viewed : 

At the improved-^ 

f^rtti \ at 'Toft^cky i( Maintains two cows 

m^tptiry 5 in Atills I "fer acre igftl fbttnmer . 

two ftiet afunder, "^ 
At Lavinbami injAnTwered finely in 

drills, two feetf a burning fum- 

afpYider, y tmcrj 

At 



'Jamer'^^i ivea<ax8|. GOWs«iaintai&eddii 

broadtaft, VCVJ iumnipini; Vv :.ai 

At ditto, Mr. iVrtt»- :^Ctrt <Miioroftme»ihatt 

• comi% tranfplantcd|.Dr.irtf««er'8,bo|dia 
three fert four i notyieW fo rii6dti» 
inches, J quantity. 

Between Shorn and ") Very fine: aops^. on 
Cravefendt broad- I land at twenty fliil- 

•, c^, \ lings*/>«r«ci;e..;;'. 

At WikoUt drills one iFinecrop,reckontrfia 
footafunder, c great improvcmeot. 

Mr. Bql^iffs at-j ^^^ ^j,^^ ^^^ Yeet 
C/^^«r, dfiUstwol ^j . ^^j jj^j^^^ 

feet afunder, z^K ^^ ^bcc^ anfwered 
tranfpl^nted at dit-J ^^^^^^ 

• to» •- ' J 

At Laxicrmtgb ji-t •: 
tranfplanted thrtte|ViBry|uK4 , 

feet fdar inches, "^ 

.>;;;.">; > 1 Tlureeacre&led.e^bt 

At lif^i broad- ! horfo^, broftdcaft 
caft aftd iipilled, '■ f #)uble qiwiftity to 

•*• ■ ■"-•^ -^ ,"' '» '- '*:, ' '^ ' ' ■ . 

t am fenfiWe thatv fach< general cxpwf- 
fioiis as moft of thefe^ amount t© but little 

. . fa- 
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ffttisftSibn : however^ it is obfervable, that 
the determinate intelligence, 9s th^t at Tof- 
tock^ Hadkigb, and JiforJ^ proves Lucerne 
to be ah object of great ——of very great 
importance* My materials will allow me 
to add no more« As to Burnet, Timothy, 
&c. &c. the experiments on it are too few 
to decide any thing. 

I cannot' conclude, without again re« 

peattDg, what I hAvi mentioned ipore than 

toncei- that you m'ufl: not expe^* the au- 

«lK»ntf^f fuch njoftirney as mine, to be 

,;|q^uiva^er)l:^tp a c^eral and comprehenfive 

/iev(^ <dI the wh^fe^ifljaiid, founded as much 

^uppiii ra£^^^^ I have 

drawn from this little Tour. The extent 

•.» ,1 

of my information his not been great ; but 
I flatter myfelf thatd kaye not neglefled 
to turn it toibrne Itttle ufe. 

Was any one to follow my example, fo 

l^iasiOv take minutes of a journey; he 

fl^iraMd;^oi^btieis^. profit by my errors and 

'QAQli^Ssnii} and be (as I fhould myfelf, in 

cafe I was acddtntally to take another) 

more particular and methodical in his ii^- 

-^OH^idsy 'and that, efpedally, at the begin- 

"iAig?«l his journey : but with whatfocver 

^irii 
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fpirti he pro&CQted /iich a ptati, ht m6dA 
have f uH €mf)loyiiient ior it $ and if 1 majf 
fudge from my own experience, would not 
find the gaining a variety of intelligence a 
Iniiiiieis of little fatigue, ot fmall expeaeei;^ 
Nothing of this kind could give aie mm 
iatisfadion, than to fee a luniveifal know^^ 
ledge of the preient ftate of the rural oeao« 
nomy and fnamifa£lttres . of the whol6 
Idngdoffl puMfflied for the general gpG^ I 
jxmke nodoubt but you wiU agree with cm 
in wiflung f<^ fuch a vrork, how little fea« 
fen Ibevtr there is to expeiSt it ^. 
Ir^nain, Dear Sir, 

Your 'S very finonrdy, 

«i « « « • 

The liooles which particularly merit a 
comparifon, «re Hoikarn^ Stft^kcn^ Bku'* 

In p<)i{it of the heauty of architedurei 
^Ikam and /Fi^ijr^^mnJk &^5 but whieh 

^ Tiic*iidldoi»en'j hotfrc^.4ie(irr;bQ(i Hi the precediiig 
ibeelt, form a fiib|eA of no impiortance, but perhaps 
offome little amulenient ; in this light, I veiitttreto 
•flbrtheiketcliofa«mpQrifoo hetiimn.t)ian« wiiMi 
ineed not di^iift ai^ reader by its inutility j as be may 
thfow afidd the book after reading this note. 
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bi diefc have ihe preference, is a quedion, 
^hich by many woulSd bC varioufly deter- 
tnmed, In toy opinion, Holkam \ is the 
imoft beautiful; for not^ithflandihg the 
front pJF Wanfieadh abfolutety umiovta^ and 
eootmabded at one flroke of. the e^e^ ad« 
vmntiges Eblkm does riot poflefs; in con- 
fiftbg of parts, whiih^ thoughi uniform 
iKifith' each bi^er;: form not one fimpk 
jbvh^ji yet tfa^e is ibch a light elegance 
in theipile; fuch an airineis, that one 
would fweai* it moved ; I camiot therefore 
but prefer it. /^///m is fo^very irr^'ular, 
that one cannot ipeafc of its archite6lure it) 
9 general ftile f but Inig^ Jones's part is yery 
fine. ' iFfc^^A/^^/isamagnificentedifice/but 
it is heavy ; hpt, however, to come within 
A thou&nd degrees of BlenbeiWi which* is a 
quarry^ and yfet coniifts'of fuchinnumerai. 
ble and trifling parts, that one would think 
riwsm the fragtnents of a rock jombled to- 
gether by an earthquake. 

As to their fize, I am ignorant which is 
the largeft houfe : However the foUowfng; 
Sketch will difplay it, at leaft in the propor- 
Itiori' to vi^hat is (hewn ; which I take gene- 
rally to aoipunt to all tha^t IS worth feeing. 

Z Rooms- 
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Jt 48 High. X 40 Ktta. f 60 IMtto. 5 40 l!)!lt«u 
♦ 45 PittP. +§ 30 Ditjtpw »t 3Q Wt», +J Cajied, 
ioijpfopcdy, the Antichaipb^, ** Not fectv 

f4.' CaHed the Marble Parlour. * Called the Land- 
ftape-Ropnu f Called tke-Cabinet. 

% There appeary a deficiency of dreffing-rq^ms 2^ 
Wanfiead\ but it (bould be remembered, there are four 
drawing roenw and /our dining-room^^ fome of |hem 

' Rocim, 
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Anti- 
chamber, 
Ditto, 
Ditto» 
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Blenheim hall and library, l^lton falooft, 
and Holkdm Aatue-gallcry, are the fincft 
ro6im in thefe hoafes. 

In refpefl: of complete apartments ; of 
/Bed-chambers and drcffing-rooms, Hqlkam: 
and JVanfieai^ fome would think, nearly on 
a par, the latter four, the former fix $ but 
the latter are much the belt rooms* I in- 
dtide fdur rooms at Jfanftead^ which in the 
table are called either dining or drawing- 
rooms ; the advantage, however, is on the 
fide of Holkam. 

A balf-room is found at Wanjiead alone. 

Holkam chapel (not mentioned in thef 
table) is preferable to that at Blenheim. 

As to the deficiencr^sr of thefe houfes, 
they appear at one view in the table. But 
I n^uft remark in getitraf, that no houfe I 
have yet fecn is pcrfeft by many degrees. 

Z 2 Suppofe 



Stippoie one was to be formed otit of alt 
thefe ; take the (hell qf Holkam, land ima- 
gine It to contain Bkribeim hall and libraiy, * 
Wilton faloon, Wanftead ball-room and 
large dining-room, befidcs every thing it 
has already, it would be infinitely finer 
than it is 5 but ftiU it would want a mufic- 
room and a pifture-gallery. The laft is 
an infinite addition to a great houie, but 
the former is indifpenfible : I cannot allow 
any to be nearly complete without oiie. Of 
all luxuries, none is more elegant than 
this charming art; pictures and ftatues 
may be difpofed in any room 5 but mufic 
in perfeftion, muft have one appropriated 
to it — nor can any furniture be more 
magnificent, than what ought to adorn 
fuch a room. An organ is one flriking 
article. 

Upon the whole, Holkam is not only 
the largeft, but undoubtedly the beft 
houfe. 

MEMORANDUM. 

I never went any journey, without find- 
ing the want of a knowledge of the inns 

before 
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Wore I, fet out. .The following fligbrt 

mention. of thofe I ftopt at, may be of 

iome ufc to others wl^o travel the fame 

road. 

Hoj^KAM. Leicejler'-Arms. Clean, civil, 
and reafonable. 

Fakpn^am. Red'Lyon. 'Good. 

Lynn* Duke's-Head. Exceeding civU an4 
reafonable^ 

Stoak* Crown. Ditto^ . 

Thetford. BclL Good. 

Bury, jingei Very civil and reafonaUc;* 

Lavenham. Swan. Civil and reafopahle« 

tiADi^isiGH. George. Ditto. 

Sudbury. Crown* Dittcu 

Castx^e-Hedingham. BeU. Clean and 
rea^fonable. 

Braintree, Horn. Very clean and civiL 

O»£LMSF0RD. Bkck-Boy. Clean, but dear* 

Tilbury. Kings-Head. Very civil and 
very reafonable. 

Barnet. Red-Lyon. Good arid reafon- 
able. 

Wycomb. Antehpe. Exceeding good, civil, 
and not unreafonable. 

Tetsford. Swan* Good, 

pXFORD. Angeh Ditto. 

% 3 Woojj^ 
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Woodstock. Bear. Ditto, and ncty 

reafonaUe. 
North^Lbach. King^s^Head^ Very bafl 

and very dear. 
Gloucester. King's-Bead, Very g«od, 

civil, and reafonaMe. 
Newnham. TbePaffage-HouJe. Very bad 

and dear. 
Chepstow. Tbree^Cranes. Good, civil, and 

reafonable. 
Newport. Wefigate^Houfe. Ditto. 
Cardiff. White-Lyon. Bad, 
Ditto. Angel. Worfc. 
CowBRiDGE. Bear. Middling } but veiy 

civil and reafonable. 
Bristol* Wtite-Lyon. Goodi but very 

dear. 
Bath. Th^ee-Tnns. Good. 
PsvisES. Bear. Exceedingly good, and 

remarkably civil. 
Salisbury. Three- LyMs. Good; but very 

dear. 
RuMSEY. Bell. Good. 
Winchester* George. Dirty and dear i but 

civil. 

Alresford. Swan^ Good, clean, and ci*^ 
vil 

Wan^ 
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Wanstsao. EagJe. Good. 

Ditto. Bu^. Impertinent and dirty; 

iLfcmD. Red-Lym. Civile clean^ and very 
reafonable* 

BunNT-WooD. Wbite^Hart. Good, dean^ 
reafonable, and civii>" ■ > But the fize/ 
and goodneis of the boufesy are npt 
taken minutely into the account. 
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APPENDIX- 

A LTHOUGH London furniftiies ao 
•^^ agricultural obfervations, yet fomc 
of the buildings, paintings, &^. which 
have not been fritter d in difqriptions^ arp 
yi^orthy of remark j fome I have viewed 
which have i>ever been deCcribed at all, 
and thofe which have, will, I believe, nxakp 
^n appearance, not altogether old^ in th^ 
following pages. I (hall infert then) with*- 
put ceremony in the order I viewed them. 
From the fize of Northumberland hoyfe, 
pne would imagine there were more rooms 
of magnificence jand (hew than are found 
^ it s 9t leaft if all worth feeing are (hewn. 
yft faw only one fuite of rooms; enr 
tering a common dining parlour about 
^p feet by zo ; out of that into a dining* 
room 45 by ao^ handfomely furnifhed; 
the chimney-piece elegant, Siena ai}d whit^ 
fnarble in compartments, with a cientral 
piece of baflb relievo poliihi^d i ^<1 all fup- 

ported 



ported l^ two very haodrome fluted j^Xm 
of Siena marble. la this room Is found 
that noble pi6ture> the Comaro family, by 
TiV/^ which highly d6ikrv«$ the adftura- 
tion of every lover of painting 5 thofe wIk) 
have not viewed the capital well prcferyed 
pieces of this mafter in the fbteigfi coUec* 
tions, but have drawn their idea& of him 
^rora his works in Englatid^ will befurpri- 
zed to find the colouring of this pifturt 
vrbat may yet be called frelh. The beads 
And hands are of the moft perfeft expref- 
fion { not the imitation of life, but life it- 
felf; nothing can be in a finer tafte th^ft 
thefe three exquifite portraks: Thecoil- 
noilfeurs may difcover beauties of ii pecu- 
liar nature in this piece; but the unlearned 
fpe^ator who views with no prejudices 
but thofe in favour of nature, ^H be ftrucfc 
^atly at the fight of Aich vener&ble heads 
that carry in their air and every trait, the 
marks (^ Aich genuine exprefiion. 

Next comes a drawing-room 40 by 20 : 
this is alfo well fumifliedj the chimflcy- 
piece light and elegant; the mofaic'd ceil- 
ing in the frefco ftile pretty. At one end 
il a la^ Iandrca|>e by Sahatof ^J^> 

•f which 
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wbkh U fine) rocks and trees fumblad to« 
geihcT in the wUdnefs pf that romatttic ge«*. 
nius, which (eemed formed byimture to 
catch her foblimeft hinte ; with a little group 
of figures dropped from a whirlwind. — ^ 
Oppofite^ Ixion by Ldhatti^ an horrible 
fubje6t, and handled in a dark, but not 
nn inexpreflive manner. Befides tfaefe 
pieces, I would recommend you to ob- 
feirv€ 4 fmill landfcape of a Aream with 
a bridge over it cut out of the rock; 
it is a pleafing, natural, glowing piece. 
The two larger pictures, companions, one 
on each fide the chimney, of female figure9, 
want that agrSment^ that foft, voluptu- 
ous elegance of the nak^, which ought 
^er to be found in pieces of this fort: 
that on the right ^fide of the chimney is by 
mueh rhe moil pteafing, the attitude of the 
woman is eafy and exprelTively painted^ 
>».,,; ■, . . Over the landfcape by Sahatcr^ i& 
a very {deafmg pidture of Venus lying a- 
long on a couch, which in foftnefs, co-^ 
louring, and an eiTticing estpreffion of the 
tmi^nfiointf is well worth attention; it re* 
mind^ one of the famous F^hus by Titian i 
4ike his, her face is by no means anfwerable 

ta 
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to her body; the poftiire is in every i^ljpd: 
. the fame except the podtion of the kft 
hand ; which Titian has; throvm negli^m- 
went fur c£> fays M. Cochin, que la m- 
de/lie doit cacber, but here ^t falls on the 
thigh. Which is the moft inodeft of thefe 

From this drawing-room, we enter a 
fmall breakfaft-room of about 20 by 20^ 
liung with tapeflry $ and out of that into 
ihe great ball*ro(»tn, one oiF the moft ele- 
gant in Londofiy it is 103 feet long, 27 
-broad, and 32 high, richly ornamented 
with gilding, &c. The, ceiling (which is 
coved) is very beautifully adorned with me- 
dallions, copies of antiques, particularly a 
Fame, a Floia, a Victory, and a piana. 
On one fide the room are two chimney*- 
piece?, the cornices of which are baffo re- 
lievo's of white' marble, and fupported by 
figures of Phi7gian captives, copies from 
others in the capitol; but they .are 
rather too bulky for this ufe. The o- 
ther. fide of the room contains a dou- 
ble range of windows, which are con^ 
trived in a very peci^liar manner 1 for 

. noXr 
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notW]]thftandrng the fize of the room, ther 
lower ones are of common dimenfions 
and heighth, which is a circumftance 
extremely agreeable; the upper range is 
quite concealed behind the cornice, info- 
much that you muft be clofe to the oppofite 
fide of the room to difcover the immediate 
track of their light : by means of this con- 
trivance, the room is equally lighted from 
the fkx)r to the ceiling, and the pidiures 
are viewed without the leaft glare* In the 
piers between the windows of the lower 
range are very elegant glaf&s, and ieveral 
ilabs of agate, and the fined and raref!: 
marbles. The fofas and chdrs are of 
crimibn damafk, (window-curtains of the 
iam^) with gilt arms and legs. There are 
four glafs luftres. . 

But the principal ornaments of this beau* 
tiful room are the paintings ; in refpe6i: of 
which I cannot but greatly admire the tafte 
of the noble owner, who, rather than fur- 
tnfh it with fuch originals as are to be 
procured at prefent, ordered copies of 
fome capital ones of the greateft paint- 
ers, by the firfl artiils of this age. The 
fuccefs his Grace met with in the execution, 
5 was 
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male figures in the corner of the right fide^ 
are graceful, and very pleafing; the airs 
of the heads, in general, and the ilile of 
the whole compofition is fine i let me fur-* 
ther remark, that in neither this nor the 
preceding, are makiy marks of that briN 
iiancy, and pleafihg diffufion of lights and 
ihades which refnlt from the refined prac- 
tice of the cbiarp ofcuTQ. 

At. the upper, end of the room is the 
Triumph of Bacchus, after Annibal Cat'* 
rack, by Coflanfi% a pifture which, however 
correS: the drawing may be, by no means 
pleafes me : the fubjefi could be chofe by 
none but an artiil who wanted to difplay 
the diftortions of the human body \ tbui 
we fee in the corner on the right fide, 
a woman a very Bright in fleib, with 
drapery fo well drawn, as to difplay the 
Ihape of the limbs corre£lly through it ; 
who can view them and not wi(h for thofe 
of a beauty, inftead of an oyfter-wcpch? 
Another fomewhat better made, holds up 
her hands and arms in all the fury of in- 
toxication. Surely this painter muft have 
a flrange tafle, thus to reprefent the human 
form 1 But a greater fault is the unmean- 
ing 
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ing filly infipidity of Bacchus^ who furely 
ought to have had marks of a peculiar and 
animated fpirit upon fuch an occafion; in- 
ftead of which he fits in his car with as 
much calmnefs ; as quiet, fober, and mild a 
countenance as if he had been in a council 
of the gods, inftead of a drunken frolick. 
Thefe circumflatices, in my humble opi- 
nion, more than balance the excellencies 
of drawing, colouring, &c. which are found 
in this piece. 

But the Aurora after Guido by Mafuccio^ 
makes ample amends for all the reft. Sure 
never was grace, in all the divinity of its 
moft pleafing attitudes, more elegantly 
caught than in this happy, this fweet idea, 
which is executed with as much fpirit as it 
was conceived with elegance. The whole 
range of painting, cannot exhibit a more 
pleafing group ; each figure is fliewn to the 
befl advantage ; and e^ch moft peculiar- 
ly elegant: but the principal of the graces 
is Grace itfelfs the arms are extended iri 
Ij; fo beautiful a mannefj the whole body is 

turned with fuch amazing elegance, that a 
fuperior is fcarcely to be imagined. The 
colouring,- the general diffufion of the clear 

A a oi^fcurc. 
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obfcure, the wonderful elegance of the 
whole is unparalleled. One remark, how- 
ever, I mufl be allowed, which is, that 
jipolh (the principal figure) is by no means 
equal to any of the graces j his attitude is 
, not unpleafing, but it is tame, inexprcflivc, 
and infinitely inferior in grace to the figure 
above mentioned. 



I do not apprehend there is . a houfe in 
Europe of its fize, better worth the view of 
the curious in arcbiteflure, and the fitting 
up and farniQiing great houfes, than Lord 
Spencers in St. James s Place. Nothing 
can be more pleafingly elegant than the 
park front, which is ornamented to an 
high degree, and yet not with profufion ; 
I know not in England^ a more beautiful 
piece of architecture. Nor is the fitting 
up and furniture of the rooms, inferior 
to the beauties of the outfide. We were 
firft fhewn into Lord Spencers library, 
which* is 30 feet by 25 ; the ornaments 
exceedingly handfome. The -chimney- 
piece 
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' J^iece very light, of polifhed white m^t* 
ble. On one fide of the room hangs a capital 
pidurc of the nature of witchcraft; the 
exprcffion and finifhing is very great; and 
the extent of the painter's imagination 
;/ ftriking, in drawing into one point fuch 
a multitude of the emblems of witch'*' 
craft, and all defigned with a fine wildnefs ' 
* of fancy. It is fomewhat in the ftile of 
Scarlatti. 

From hence you enter the dining-room 
46 by 24; exceedingly elegant: the 
;.' decorations in the fineft tafte, and the 
.,/ richeft of their kind; the ceiling and cor- 
;.t> nice of white and green, very -beautiful. 
Ljij The flabs of Siena marble, lai'ge and finely 
veined. The chimney piece, baflb relievoi 
of white marble beautifully polifhed* On 
one fide of it. is a landfcape, the killing of 
a dragon ; the general brilliancy of which 
j[^; is very fine; and the trees beautifully ex - 
prcfTed. On the other fide is another yet 
more pleafing, the trees of which are like* 
wife firiking : the figures are a .centaur 
carrying off a naked woman : her back 
appears, which is painted with a moft 
-delicate foftnefs ; (lie has a Utile flight 

A a 2 drapery 
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drapery which is very elegantly de- 
figned, though perhaps not perfeflly na- 
tural. 

Next we entered the drawing-room, 
which is 24 by 21, clear of a noble bow- 
window, parted from the room only by two 
pillars of moft exquifite. workmanftiip; 
they are carved in leaves, the thick foliage 
of which bends round in a fine ajxh from 
one to the other, in a tafte that cannot be 
too much admired; on each fide, in a feml- 
circular (;ove in the wall, an urn of white 
marble with baflb relievos, very beautiful. 
Nothing can be more elegant than the 
chimney-piece; a fine bbrder of Siena 
marble with a fweet feftoon of flowers up- 
on it in white marble polirtied ; the ceiling, 
cornice, and ornaments of green and white 
and gold, and in a moft delicate fiile* 
Over the chimney, a picture of two ufurers; 
great expreflion. 

Returning, we next viewed the Attick 
ftory 3 the flair-cafe is in a very juft tafte, 
wide and lofty ; the ceiling and ornaments 
green and white. 

From the landing-place you enter firft the 
mufic-room 25 by 23, the chimney-pi^ce 

ex- 
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extremely light and elegant ; on the left a 
fmall dreffing-room very neat ; chimney- 
piece very beautiful, the cornice of white 
polilhed marble, fupported by pillars of 
Siena. This opens into tJie bed-cham- 
ber, 25 by 20. The beds and tables 
very finely carved and inlaid, the former 
of crimfon damalk, wiHi coved tops, and 
extremely elegant. Returning to the 
mufic-room, you enter tlie grand dreffing- 
room 25 by 23, which is fitted up with 
all poffibie taftej fcarce any thing can 
be more beautiful than the mofaic'd ceil- 
ing, the cornices and all the ornaments : 
the chimney-piece is exquifitcly dcfigned 
, and admirably executed j it is of white 
marble wrought with the utmoft tafie, 
and beautifully poU(hed ; over the cornice ' 
are feftoons of the lighteft carving, and 2 
eagles, with a very fine baflb relievo of carv- 
ing in a glafs in the center : the piftures 
are difpofed with great elegance, and hung 
up by ribbons of gilt carving in thefweet- 
eft taftes among them are tHe following 
pieces : 

Two old men's heads in the ftile of Rem^ 
brandti fine. 
\ A a 3 Ten 



i 
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Ten pieces, companions, exceedingly beau- 
tiful ; the colouring, attitudes, and 
drapery very ftriking ; among thejn 
Andromade^ Rape of Europa^ Fenusj 
Neptune. 
A battle by Bqrgognon, very fine. 
Madona^ dark, but good. 
Nativity, fine. 
A Chrifi^ ditto. * ' 
Holy family, pleafing, but the drapery not 

excellent. 
Landfcape, I imagine by Claud Loraine^ 
fine. 

Out of this room you enter the faloon 
45 by 30, than which I neyer beheld one 
fitted up and furnifhed in a more exquifitc 
tafte; the ceiling, which is coved, is in 
mofaic'd compartments, green and white 
and gold ; gilt medallions are let into 
it. The door-cafes exceedingly ele- 
gant, their cornices fupported by pillars 
moft beautifully carved, and gilt with the 
fame mixture of green as in the ceiling. 
The chimney- piece large, but very light; 
relievos of white polifhed marble, won- 
derfully elegant. Between the windows 
are two flabs very large, of the fineft 
^ Sienei 
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Siena marble, the frames carved in the 
moft exquifite tafte and richly gilded -, they 
are beyond all comparifon more beautiful 
afid rich than any I have feen. The pier- 
glafles of a vaft fize, fingle plates, and the 
frames of admirable workmanfhip. The 
carving and gilding of the fofa frames in a 
ftile and tafte till nov^ unknown. In the 
center of the room hangs an exceeding fine 
glafs Iqftre, On each jGde the chimney is 
an hiftorical landfcape, one Alexander and 
Diogenes I the expreflion good, but the 
colouring of both fomething of the Man- 
nerift, 

Tlie next room is to me a phoenix, it is call- 
ed the painted one ; 24 by 22 : on one fide is 
a bow -window ornamented with the moft 
e^squifitely carved and gilt pillars you ran 
conceive > the walls and cieling are painted 
in compartments by Mr. Steuart^ in the 
moft beautiful tafte j even the very fcrolls 
and feftoons of the flighteft fort, which 
are run between the fquare and circular 
compartments, are executed with the mi- 
nuteft elegance : the ground of the whole 
js green j and the general elfed more plea- 

A a 4 fing 
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fing than is cafily conceived. Nothing can 
be lighter or more beautiful than the chim- 
ney- piece ; the frieze contains a moft exqui- 
fite painting reprefeiiting a clandeftine mar- 
riage, which, without variety or glare of 
colours, has all the harmony of their ut- 
nioft power : nothing can be finer than the 
drapery, which is defigned with the jufteft 
tatte, difplaying the form of every limb 
through it in a moft beautiful manner. 
The foft ex predion of the naked, and the 
beauty of the heads are very great. I Ihould 
obfcrve, that two of the fmall compartments 
of the wall are landfcapes let into it with 
no other than the painted frame of the di- 
vifions: one reprefents a water-fall, and 
the other a bridge over a flream, both fine. 
The frames of the tables, fofas, ftandg, 
&c. &c. are all carved and gilt in the fame 
tafte as the other ornaments of the room, 
all with a profufion of richnefs, but with 
the utmoft elegance. Remember to ob- 
fcrve the peacock's feathers over one of the 
ghlks, the turtles on a wreath of flowers, 
and the magpies on bunches of grapes; 
they aie very beautiful, and the deception 

of 
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of the firft extraordinary; the bold relief of 
fuch flight ftrokes does honour to the pen- 
al of the artift. The looking-glaft window 
is a piece of tafte^ and has .an happy ef: 

fea. 

It would have been endlefs in each 
room to have mentioned every circum- 
ftance ; but let me, in general, remark, 
that all I have attempted to defcribe are 
much fuperior to the idea you will have 
from my defcriptioh j and all I have omit- 
ted to mention, in richnefs, elegance, 
and tafte, fuperior to any houfe I have 
feen. The hangings, carpets, glafles, fo- 
fas, chairs, tables, flabs, every thing, arc 
not only aftonilhingly beautiful, but 
contain a vaft variety. The carving 
and gilding is all unrivalled; the tafte 
in which every article throughout the 
whole houfe is executed, is beyond concep- 
tion juft and elegant : No expence was 
fpared by the noble owner, and neither the 
brighteft fancy nor the correfteft judgment 
Wanting to conduct the whole. 



'Ht 
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Among Mr. y^/2«^«'s piftures *, fomcl 
remarked that were excellent i among 
others were the following in the common 
parlour* 

Swan. Landfcape. The general 

brilliancy and fine cxpreffion 
of the Hght; the pofition 
and attitudes of the %urc» 
admirable. 

RapcdiEunpa^ in the Dutch ftile of mi- 
nute expreffion. The fi- 
gures are very numerous, 
and the piece good. 

Landfcape, with (heep, and a little 

fteeple, very beautiful, the 
figures fine, light, and airy, 
and the colouring good. 

t.andfcape, with a large ruin, mofl: ex- 

quifite. The trees on the 
right fide with light through 
them, fine; the goats and 
flieep beautiful, and the 

* OriRtfSi/ ftreet, Bloomfiury^ 

^9r 
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colouring and general bril- 
liancy admirable. 

• - * 

In the dining-room : 

The Apoftles St. Ptter and St. '^obn: 

the colours dark, but the airs 
of the heads good. 

AAgel appearing >to the {hepherds: 
Wonderfully, beautiful, and 
of a raoft pleafing brillian- 
cy. The cows exquifite: 
the red one (landing ^n the 
^ right, and that laid on the 
left, inimitable. 

Holy Family, a fmall pi6lure on copper** 

The colours, exprcfliont 
harmony, clear obfcure, foft- 
nefe and delicacy, all exqui- 
fite ; the attitude of the fe- 
male on the left that is lean- 
ing on her hand, the turn 
€>f her arm and the falling 
of the other hand admirably 
beautiful, but the twift in 

her 
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her body by the binding of 
her veft, fochewhat unnatu- 
ral. The virgin's face fweet- 
ly elegant. 

Holy Family, and Je/us and the Samaritan 

woman companions -, the 
firft of a good cxpreffion and 
colouring. 

• Bayman. The taking of Cbrifli the 

exprcffion better than ufual 
with him : colouring, very 
had. 

Up ftairs, in the anti-room. 
Nebucbadnezzafy vaft cxprcflion^ 

« • 

Haymafi. Peter deftying Chrift. , The 

expreilion in Chrifl-, and in 
Peter, is good s all the reft 
indifferent, 

Haymim. The Prodigal Son.' Old 

man pretty good j the fon 
nothing. 

In 
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In the drawing-room : 

"The fchool of Carrach. Dead G&rj/?, &c. fine 

expreflion. 

A large Landfcape, reprefenting a water- 
fall, admirably fine; the 
foam of the water is inimi- 
table. The efFeds of the 
clear obfcure, great; the 
light feen through the 
branches of the tree in a 
beautiful manner; in a 
word, the whole piece ex- 
quifite. 

In the green bed- chamber. 

Virgin and Child, There is in this piece a 

furprizing delicacy* The 
calm expreffion, the atti- 
tudes, the boy's pointing up 
his finger, the colours, and 
the foftncfs of the flefh, all 
very fine* 

m 

Vandyke, A crucifix. The expreffion 

of 
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of the countenance and that 
of niufcles, Gfr. very great. 

The Virgin, our Saviour and Jehn^ on 

copper. The turn of -her 
head, the brilliancy of the 
colours, and the attitude of 
the boys, fine 3 the drapery 
heavy. 



In the green bed chamber, two pair of 

flairs forwards. 

Virgin and Child j very graceful, and 

the old man's head fine. 

A Water-fall 5 colours good, but no cx- 

preflion of the water's foaa)« 

Two battles. The colours laid on quite 

in blotches. 



In the Veftible. 

A Cobler, the expreflion of the coun- 
tenance 
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tenance and colours wry 
fine. 

r 

Luca Jordaao, Dead game, fine ; the figure 

nothing. 



In the colfeftion of Mr. Barnard {Ber^ 
keley fquare) I particularly remarked the 
following pieces : 

Luca Giordano. The converfion of St, PauL 

A difagreeable pifhnie. 

Cotttarini. A holy family, with a little 

St. John^ excellent. 

Cuyp. A Landfcape with cattle 

and figures. The colour- 
ing and exprefiion excellent. 
The light through the trees 
beautiful, 

Baffan. Chrift bearing the Crofs; 

dark and not well coloured. 

Claud 
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Qaud Loraine. Light through the archie 

tefture fine, otherwife not a 
pleafing pi£lure» 

Eljbiemer. Chrift and the two difciples 

at Emaus, The light good, 

and varied well :- Dutch 

with a vengeance* 

Tintoretto. Laftfupper i expreffive, but 

appears to be ill coloured. 

Han. Carracb. Virgin and child. 

Guido. Magdalen^ ftrangely difa- 

greeable. 



PA/7. Laura. 



CafiellL 



Theftoning St. Stephen^ fine 
drapery and colours. 

Pbaroab and his hoft drown- 
ed in the Red Sea, difagree- 
able except the exprcllive 
attitude of Mofes. 



Gbifolfi. Ruins, fine. 



Le Moine. 



Sujannab and the elders. 
The colours dark: (lie is 

neither 



neither agreeable nor entii> 
, ing- 

iuccafelli. Landicapc, brilliant, and 

elegantly pleafiiig. 

Hubens. Wife men's offerings, a 

' flcetcli. Fine. 

ydbnSteeti. A fifli-markct, furprifingly" 

minute and lively exprefiion: 
the cqfuntpnances, the co^ 
lours, die height of finifhing 
beyond all praife in this 
ftile of painting: . obferve 
the woman's, cap, the boy's 
hair, the man's countenance 
and attitude, leaning on a 
door in the back ground. 

Seb. Rtcei. Miraculous crofs of St. An- 
thony of Padua. Strange 
group. 

David "tenters. A man fmoaking. Fiqe 

exprefiion. 

Bb , Bafan 
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Bi^an. A Bativity. Very coarfe, 

like mofl o£ bis pieces which 
I have fcen. VUe dwperiest 

Nic. Pouffin. A filcBce. Dark and dif- 

agreeable : np colours, nor 
any beautiful expreffiona 

Luiitt Bau^ift. Virgin fupporting a dead 

Chiift. Fine. 

1 • • 

Gas. Pfmjjm. Two landlcapes, one with 

buildittgs on a hill, very 
finel 

Another. Exquifite, The 
trees uincommonly beautiful. 

Sahatat: Rofa. A Lajodfcape with rocks, 

wild as the winds,, but 
fine. 

Bartolomeo. A landfcape. The water 

and rocks very fine. 

Two pieces of women and girls in va- 
rious attitudes, landfcapes. 
The draperies very fine, dif- 

playing 



I 
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|>}iyi>)g the -naked thitM^ 
■•■>•■' ■• thefii ] colouring alfo pleaf- 

■ ing. ■ '. - ' 

iiipi ot ike SdMftei. Great expteflioh. 



•I 



. . JDeiimftdre hbufe is not only a .very fine 
j)aiace, but contains a noble collection of 
JjiCliires; 

The hall is 30 by 34/ 

The firft drawing-room 32 by 24. 

Baffam Mofes and the burning bufh. 

Strange thought, the fire 
fpirts in his face* 

Claud Lotaine. Landfcape, prodigious fine ; 

colouring, keeping, and treeSf 
wonderfuh 

Fandykt. Mofes ia the BulI-rUfhes. 

Fine. 

P. Veronefe. . Wife men's offerings. Dif- 

agreeable* 

B b 2 Tin- 
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tinbret' '■ Arcbbiihop of 5/oAf«o. An 

exceeding good portrait ; 
the head wonderfully-fine. 

Lvea Giordaru, . CUopatra, F^nc. 

Vatukke. Arthur Godwin i the colour- 

ing not equal to the painter. 

Carlo Cignani. Jofepb and his miftrefs; fine 

drawing; but the female 
not beautiful enough. 

Le Seur. Solomoh and the Queen of 

Sheba, Colouring mifcra* 
ble ; the drapery the fame 5 
the airs of the heads the 
beft part of the piflure* 

Titian. Landfcape. ^ St. John in the 

•wilderncfs. Nothing plca- 
fing. 

jilbam, Sine Baccbo et Cerere friget 

Venus. By no nieans an- 
fwers the title. 

* 

Sahatof; Rofa, Jacob's Ladder. Very 6ne. 



) 
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In tlie fecond drawingi^rpom, / (30 by 24.) 



Rtmbrdndt. 



An old man. Capitally fine 
prodigious expreillon, face* 
hands, and turban, beyond 
all defcription. 



Lf^0 Jordano. Venus and Cupid. For this 

painter, this is delicate ; 
the plaits of the fl6(h fine. 

Ijntoret. A portraits Fine. 



Fandyief 



Titian. 



Portrait of an abbefs. Very 
good. 

A Portrait. The counte- 
nance and hair very expref- 
five. 



Gaf. Toujpn. Two Landfcapes, Good* . 

DominicbinOn Adam and Eve. Admirable 

attitudes* 



Guido% 



Andrornade. The attitude 
fine, but the foft delicacy of 
the fieih gone ofF^ 

"p b 3 Am^^ 



V 374 1 
4w^' 9egg;ar'9 boj wi^. « |ivd'f 

neft; and a girl feeding 

cbipken^j two pjecei, ijad 
, . i*oth very pfiPtty. 

^tntoret. - Sam/on and Dalilab. Fine. 

Carlo MarraU Holy family. Attitude very 
* goodj but Has nQ hright- 

nefe. ' 

Gtf/^ Poujjin. . Landfcapc. Fine. 

Jitim. Portrait of PbiUp II. oi Spain. 

This pifture is in much 
better prefervation than 
thofe we commonly fee of 
. thismafter; it is finely co^ 
loured and admirably c:|t- 
preffive. ' 

TintoreU Portrait. Fine. ' 

Rubens. * Holy Family. Elegant an(I 

expfeflive. 

Bourgognone. Two battle pieces. Fine. 

P. da Cortcna. Landfcape. Great variety^ 

and very fine. . 

Do- 



D^tntntcbtfio^ 
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St. Jer^mr, 
fion. 



Vaft exprcf-^ 



/ 



In Chq Khfary, 40 by 2q, are feveral fine 
bronzes over the chimney. In the little 

drefling room, 20 fquarc :r 

# 

Camilh Procacini. Transfiguration. Mid- 
dling* : Oar Saviour i$ in 
a winding (heet 5 moft ine- 
legant drapery. 



Barocbe. 



DominscbinQ. 



Orregghi 



$(^minPM 



Holy fnoiily. The moft 
infipid countenance in the 

St. Jerme. Very fiflfi. 

Chrlft beaiing the crofs. 
Fine. 

» 

Magdalen. By no means 
anfwrs to the fame of the 
painter. 

Alexander and Campafpe. 
praptry and colouring fine* 



6b4 



Guidd. 
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Guido, Old woman's head. Bxr. 

cellent. / 

jiliert Durer. Marriage of a virgin. jRloft 

capital ^xpreflion j the atti- 
tude of the virgiti wonderous 
oafy, zxiA the countenanoe 
fine. . 

^intoret. Mars and Venus. Fine. 

Nic. Bereftm\ Holy Family. The hack- 
neyed attitude without the 
ieaft variety. 

A Water-fall. Very fine.' 

Polenhurgh. Flight into E^^rf^ Figures, 

coburs, expreffion, and 
iiniihing, exquifite. 



» - » i 



yfo. Carracb, Portrait. Very fine. 



* r 



Phi, Laurie Saint and. AngeL Fine. 

Rottenbammer. Muriler of the innocents. 

Vaft variety, much, ^jcprpf- 
fion, and jgood colours. 

6 Te- 
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Renters, Two people counting mo^ 

i»ey. Fine. 

Raphael A head. Pittq. 

In the great dining-room, of 36 by 24, 
9re 

ZiUca Giordano. Sopbonifia. Dlfagreeable/ 

Sir p. Lefy. Duke of Albemarle. The 

hands amazingly fine. 

Guercino: Sufanna and the Elders« 

Finely deiigned« Great er- 
predion. . 

In the dreillng-room, 36 by 24» aro 

Salvator Rofa. Achilles and the Centaur. 

Centaur's head great. 

Quido: Death of St. Teter. Great 

expreflion and finely colour-* 
ed 9 but whence comes the 
%ht? ^ 

ft 
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ACTQN, the Qianner of cttltiv^Uing poafe. tberjc^ 
III. 
jfgrkubfiri I &e Hujbandrj. 

e xperimental, rerpa;ks oi) inftaocjes of, ia 
': the article of Lucerne, 333. 
Ampton^ the feat of Mr. CalChorpe, defcribed, 51. 
4rMe land, the advantages of, be^nd op(?n ibeep- 
walks, ^ated, 202. 

T^Mmn^ Mr. bis accpuot of his cuUivatioa of Lucerne, 

231. 
Bathy a cnrfory view of, 188. 
^#«^ Green, a d^fcriptiop of that village, 217. 

prices of labour and provifions, 218. 
^Umcaj^ ftateof the bufbandrjr there, 85. 
■ ' ■■ ' ' ■ prices of provifions there, 86. 
it ., . ^^ badnefii of the road from thence to TMury^ 

r- — —-— amazing fjqe profpea fr^m thence, 89. - 
Bhcihta^t Sir Gregory Page's feat there defoibed, 

. 99- 

•the Hall, thid. 

■Drawiog-rooo, loi. 
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Dreffing-room, I02« 



*QSBfon;|?ed^l|ai»bcr, J05. 
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C 
CatidUt^ a table of the prices of, io different places^ 

319- 
C&^i deferiptioa of a machine for feparatio^ fjrooi tho, 

corn, 147. 

Cbampiotif Mr. adefcription ofhii copper-works, 184* 

CA^//f, the medium price of, 31 3, 

Cbe^^Wf remarks on the bad Hate of the roads to, I44« 

m M '.ithe courfe of crops about there, 149. 

■ rent of land, 150. 

-^ ^prices cf labour and provifions, 151. 

— — — -^roads, 153. 

II ■■ '-"the ferry from thence to Briftol, defcribed« 

179. 
Cian^ Lord, an account of his introducing oxen in- 

ftead of horfes in huibandry, 73. 
Clifton^ a defcription of the curious grotto there, 181. 
C/tfV^ hu{bandry, obfervationson, .273. 
Coals t a table of the prices of, in different places, 319. 
Cobhanty Mr. Hamilton's park there, defcribed, 223. 
■ » ' 'the Gothic temple, 224. 

the grotto, ibiJ. 

m — the ruined arch, 225* 

thecafcade, 226. 
m « the Hcrmkage, itid, 
' the tower, 227. 
-temple of Bacchus, ibid^ 
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Cof'n, defcription of a machine for cleaning it from the 

chaiF, 147. 
Cricily bill^ the fine profpefts to be feen from,, I38« 

■ the courfe of hufbandry there, ibid. 
CropSy a comparative view of the produce of, in various 
places, 260. 
■ ir»ferences from, 262, 
■ Fallow, or ameliorating ones, a comparative 

view of, 269. 

•the courfe of, in feveral counties, compared. 



274, 
^- ■ I obfcrvations on, 280. 
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ikfptmfir^ Loid, a dcCrripckm of lis ftat at Wi^cmii^/^ 
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n!Ui.ufa 00 iSok chiiftli Imiff by iii# 



Koofry ramrics on nw piGnifes ther^^ 37^* 
Dmkmg^ the ibtt of M». Heol^, a deferiptionof, 41: 

-t hocb, Che mechod of^ in Eflor, 8a, 255. ' 
IV^flptfy, teeof ttat maraifiiflnre of> about Brafnaei^ 

75- 
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/|Eav an aceoont of the iotrodoffion of oxeo luftead' 
of hotfb^ kx bnfljaiidiy there, by Lord CIare» 73; 
of dbeoiaiiii&diirecf drugg^y 75; - 
of dravni^ wet iand, 82. 




icmiiike flodt on a fotn theie^ %%• 
opnccs of libuuf and pfovifioos^ 83* 84* ^^ 
the prodig^oos fixes of the funis, 87. 
-hMhK^oftheniad^ 88. 



Emftm^ Che fcac of the Dkike of GriftoD, ddcflbsd/' 
JO- 

F 
Ftu-mir^^ a cooipantifv vieW of die ptoceis of» i^ 

diicfCtti places, a68.. 
/Uras the leqnifite flock on one in Eflezi 83* 
<——*DittD at Guildford, 222. 

fi^ atahle of the ncdiani prices of the tations kiod^ 
U9 in diftercm places, 313. 

G 

CUme^'fmiire^ impcricd ftate of hiifl>aiidlrjr 'flierl^ 

conifeofcfops, 158. 
I yuera l fiae of ftrnis, iUd. 

prices of labonr and prorifioosy 159* 
iMiinis of knowledge thefinmets tbicre Hi 
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Glamfganjhire^ its advaat^ovs filnatioii fior tnS^ 

Gkucifiir^ the ftaple manufaflure of» 141* 

> ■ a defcAflioo of tba roads aod ooiMltay ftooa- 

thence to Newnham,i'43. .' 

Graffes^ culciiratod^' tha ^cqnipaaaCMre advantigaa ^ 

over open (heep-walks, 202*:' \ . 
Grafuefind^ a cbarader of that town, 91 • 

pwk, iSk fine proip^£b fvoHa^thtinr^ 54* « 
•hofpital defcribed, 97. ' ^> 



Qr^n^^ ^ fkfcriptim ol th^ cutioin one at Clifcofi^ 
181. 

r 
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H 
Harrow for weeding Lucerne, a defcription oft St ji* 
jH»^ #keof huftandtf .thete^ 11 a* 
Hedges^ remarks on thofe in Hertfordfhirr, I07« 
Himtmghamy an accoimt of lAie culture of hops aboiii 
that towny 69. 

-manufsiAores carried on there, 7a. 
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^courfe of crops abeitt that place, ju 



Herifordflnriy ftate of huA>andry there, between Barnet 
and Hatfield, io6» 

■prices of labour, no. 
Hogt>^ the great importance of breeding theoh ^^. 
■■ ■ -the advantages of feedti^ them with doiFef, #M/« • 
Holkam^ the feat of the Counteis of Leiceftery adefcrip* 
tton of, 3. 

the triumphal arch, 4* 
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-the obeliik, ibid, 
-the viftos from thence, ibid, > 
-the temple, and views from-it, 5. 
-the front of the houfe, ibid* 

lewfi^s^ 7. 
-the great hall, 8. 
-the faloon, 9. 
'thehmdfcape^soom, lo. 
-the flate bed-chamber, ibid^ 
-Lady Leiceftec^'s^apanaieatSt Md. 
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HuflKmAry^ date of, about High Wycomb; 1 1£, 

about Stoken, ii9, ' 

^ 1 ' ' b etween Woodftock and Witncjr, 



129. 



-the method of at Lanvachers, 14/.- 
-between Bath and Briftol, 185. 
•between Bath and Devizes, 188. . 
-between Devizes and Sa}f(bury» 



190. 



208. 



-between Romfey and Winchefter, 



, — ^roirnd Wincheftcr, 210. 

-,«— - — ....^^between Aylcsford and Alton, 212. 

—-—between Alton andFamham, 11^. 

■ ..about Bently Gfcen, I18. 

_ i about Guildford fn Surry, 220. * 

■ " ■ i about Elfaer and Kingfton, 229. • 

■ ■ - ' ' at Ilford, 247. 

— ^between Ingateftonc and Chelms* 



, ford, 254. 

I 

Ilford^ obfervations on the cultivation of potatoes there, 

247. 
— — — — general ftate of hufbandry there, ihid. 
— — prices of labour and provifions, 249. 
Inns^ a table of thofe on the feverai roads comprehended 

in this tour, with their chara£lers, 341. 

K 

KenU a view of the hufbandry there, 92. 
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his method of cultivating turneps, 56/ 
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Salisbury phin, a great qoantity of wild Burnet found 

ibere, 200. 
■ reflexions on the uncultivated fiate pf, 
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Siatufs, a defcription of thofe at Wilton, 195. 
SuSurjj in Suffolk, fiate of manufadures in that 
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Syjfiii^ ftate of hulbandry there, about Bury, 54. 
t he improvements of Mr. Orbel Ray, ibid. 
defcription of a machine for fowtng, and method 
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■ about Kingfton, 2^8. 
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Thitfordy ftate of hufbandry there, 49. 

Tillage^ comparative view of the various ttiethods of, 
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general obfervatlons on, 288. 
Timber trees, remarks on the general bad management 
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Timothji^ grafs, profitable culture of, by Mr. Ray at Tof- 
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Toflock^ an account of improvements in agriculture 
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■ Mr. Ray's method of cultivating, 56.*. 

•p^-4-^a comparacive'viiw of the refiih of ^i&ren€< 



*. jnanagement of, 27^*^ - 
Turnpike roads, their influence on thef prices of prolri- 
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